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PREFACE. 



COURTEOUS READER) 

The following treatifc is a fpiritual medley 
of heavenly things ; — an entertaiment for the 
mind and confcience of gracious fouls, who, 
for the want of gofpel light to difcern the rich 
provifion and liability of God’s covenant, are 
often funk to live beneath the privileges 
thereof. I have frequently heard people, who 
I believe to be truly gracious, declare them- 
felves to be bowed down, and continually 
dejefted, under the apprehenfions of a dreadful 
fcrutiny which they fuppofe the Saviour will 
have with them in the day of judgment. In 
order to remove the believer’s groundlefs 
fears, to fliew him the privileges of the co- 
venant* and to excite his gratitude to God, 
this little treatife is publilhed. 
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The things that are confidered, and at- 
tempted to be explained, are the fpi ritual 
refurredtions of a finner — his arraignment and 
j unification — his fpiritual birth, heirfhip, and 
inheritance — his evidences for heaven — the 
conflicts he hath with the devil — and the 
office of Chrift as an Advocate. 

And in order to convey my thoughts as 
intelligibly as poffible it is written by way of 
dialogue, — queftion and anfwer being an ex- 
cellent way of conveying information, and 
with which the word of God is replete. 

The perfons made choice of to carry on 
the dialogue, are Cuffii and Ahimaaz, two 
fervants of David, both ftiled in* Scripture 
good men , Cuffii is here reprefented as one 
wrought upon by grace while he obferved 
the vifible hand of God with David ; which 
is intended to ffiew how a Chriftian’s life, 
and the hand of God with him, imprefles 
the mind and convids the confidence of a 
finner. Ahimaaz is reprefented as running 
with tidings before he was fent ; which is in- 
troduced as a caution to the many in our 
days, both learned and illiterate, who take on 
them the office of the miniftry, without any 
fpiritual qualification for it, or divine call to 
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it ; who are encouraged and emboldened by 
nothing elfe but pride, infenfibility, and ig- 
norance. A thirft for human applaufe, and 
ignorance of the experience and wifdom of the 
the Church — ignorance of the plague of the 
human heart — ignorance of the majefty of 
God, and the importance of the miniftry, 
appear to be the bafis and bulwark of too 
many. 

The houfes of Saul and David are intro- 
duced as prefiguring the family of the old 
Adam and the houfehold of faith. Cufhi’s 
halting between the two is intended to exhibit 
the ftruggles that the weak believer feels be- 
tween the flefli and the fpirit. The revival 
of the work of grace on Cuftii, at the death 
of David, is introduced to fliew that many 
young converts, who are a fcourge to the fer- 
vants of God in their lives, ar« brought to 
lament their death, being ignorant of their 
worth till they feel their lofs ; as Ifrael of old, 
who was a perpetual burden to Mofes for forty 
years ; but when he was dead they bemoaned 
him for thirty days : or like Saul, w~ho was fo 
often a plague to pious Samuel in his life, yet 
would fell himfelf to the devil for a fight of 
his mantle when he w T as dead. 

I have 
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I have ftudied plainnefs in this work, and 
endeavoured to be as intelligible to my Reader 
as poflible ; not expelling that the conference 
of the noble, the acquired knowledge of the 
fcholar, the wifdom of the critic, the refined 
judgment of the polite and gay, will ever fub- 
mit to a perufal of any performance of mine, 
unlefs it be to cavil at it. To be fhort, if 
any part of the revealed w ill of God be made 
plain to the feeker or to the believer ; if his 
judgment be informed, his doubts and fears 
removed ; if any bleflTmg of the covenant be 
difcovered ; if his mind be entertained, his 
faith eftablifhed, and his covenant God en- 
deared to him, I trufi: my end is anfwered; 
and w T hat the outfide profeffor, or the open 
enemy to trutfi may have to fay, will have 
but little weight with me, except it be to 
pity him. 

That the believer may read without pre- 
judice, and profit by reading, is the defire and 
prayer of. Courteous Reader, thy willing fer- 
vant, and tried companion in tribulation. 
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THE 1 : 

JUSTIFICATION, &c. 

Cush i having loft his royal matter, took a folitary 
walk to refleCt on the paft experiences, and won- 
derful deliverances, left upon record by him ; until, 
in a meafure, he thought they became, according 
to his fenfations, like his own experience. He fud- 
denly found his underftanding much opened, worldly 
things vanifhed from his mind, and every thought 
of his heart appeared at command, which he em- 
ployed in refle&ing on paft mercies, and in pleafing 
anticipations on future glory. 

Reflections on his paft conduCt brought many 
things frefh to his mind, which afforded matter 
for real contrition. But the thoughts of God’s long 
forbearance and flownefs to anger diffolved his 
foul, and excited his warmeft gratitude. He came 
fuddenly to the brow of a little hill, which is called 
the Hill Mizar. Here Cufhi meditated upon the 
former deliverance of his royal matter. 

On this fpot, faid he, his falfe hope gave way, and 
the burden of his fins funk him into the keeneft 
fenfations of divine difpleafure, which involved 
him in all real and imaginary horror. Here it 
was that he prayed out of the depths of defpond- 
encyj and his prayer was anfwered by the Sa- 
viour in an open vifion of death on the crofs. — 
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Here my blefled matter faw the crucifixion of the 
Son of God. Yea, he faw his perfecutors pierce his 
hands and his feet. He faw them part his garment 
among them, and caft lots on his vefture. This 
made him fo dotingly fond of this little hill. Who 
can deferibe the feelings of a foul encompaffed with 
the fears of death, and chains of guilt ? When the 
great Redeemer appears burdened, as the finner s 
fponfor, in all the agonies of an unparalleled fufferer, 
burdened with all his fins, under the awful arreft 
of vindictive juftice, and finking into the threefold 
fhades of treble death. 

Oh love, love, love ! Love fixed upon an enemy 
— an enemy in open rebellion : love that would un- 
dertake to cope with divine vengeance : love that 
would expofe truth, purity, and innocence, to igno- 
miny, fcorn, and derifion ; and all to redeem, refeue, 
and reconcile a rebel to the beft of fovereigns, and 
make the completely miferable, eternally happy. 
My matter’s hope fprung from the vifions of death, 
and purfued the refurreCtion of his adorable Lord, 
to an inheritance incorruptible , undefile d y and that 
Jhall never fade away . 

Surely it was an imperceptible faith that made 
him importune ; and it was patience in impor- 
tuning that brought him to fuch a blefled expe- 
rience •, and the experience of fuch a deliverance 
brought him to hope. 

Oh that I may never forget, or lofe the fenfe 
of his deliverance ; the petitions that he put up ; 
nor this facred fpot, where his deliverance was 
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wrought. Here it was that he faid, Oh, my God! 
my foul is caft down within me, and thou raifed me 
up ; therefore will I remember thee from the land of 
Jordan , and of the Hermonites from the Hill Mizar , 
Beep calleth unto deep . Pfalm xlii. 6 , 7 . 

Here it was that the clouds of God’s difpleafure 
againft his fins began to gather thick over his 
head, and to threaten a fatal difcharge on him. 
The water-fpouts were felt, and juftice fpoke in 
them, demanding perfect obedience, or infinite 
punifhment. This made him try to haften his 
efcape from the ftormy wind and tempeft." BlefTed 
be God, who revealed his crucified Son to him, 
when under the cloud of impending judgment, 
whofe blood, from the becalmed confcience of my 
royal mafter, met with the approbation and favour 
even of divine juftice itfelf. 

Well might the evangelical prophet fay, and a 
man Jh all be an hiding-place from the form , a covert 
from the temp eft, a river of water in a dry place, 
and the fhadow of a great rock in this weary land. 
The Lord God of Ifrael did not reveal his dear 
Son to my valuable mafter with a drawn fword, as 
he did to Balaam, who faid he fhould fee him, but 
not now, and behold him, but not nigh; but he 
accompanied the vifion with an^appropriating faith. 
To fee a Saviour and a Judge in one perfon, without 
faith in his falvation, is of all fights the moft afflicft- 
ing, and would fink a foul for ever. I had utterly 
fainted , unlefs 1 had believed to fee the goodnefs of the 
Lord in the land of the living. Pfalm xxvii. ij. 

B 2 Cufhi 
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Cuflii now defcended the Hill Mizar, which 
led with a gradual defcent into a verdant valley. 
Here he was bleffed with a mod ravifhing view 
of the covenant of promife, which afforded matter 
of pleafing and delightful meditation, and every 
frefh difcovery gave him frefh entertainment, which 
caufed his foul to fink down into the fweeteft reft 
and quietude, while the glorious beams of light 
and love (hone with divine radiance upon his whole 
foul. 

t In this light, he faw a little river run through 
the midft. of the vale, which his thoughts led him 
to trace to the fountain head ; and he found it to 
be (what his royal mafter called) the ftill waters. 
Pfalm xxiii. 2 . which came from the Father to the 
Soft;. .and through the Son to us. 

Thefe waters forcibly reveal the Father’s love, and 
the Son’s falvation, and fan&ify and make mete fouls 
for heaven, without whofe aid no promife comes with 
power, nor does the word quicken or refrefh the foul. 

Poor Cufhi, finding the good work, formerly 
begun, to be revived, and reftoring grace fo 
fweetly to operate on his foul, was afraid to 
engage again in ftate affairs, or in any other law- 
ful calling, fearing a feccond relapfe s which holy 
fear certainly was good. But as God does not 
light a candle to put it under a bufhel, nor under 
a bed, that it fhould be hid, but on a candleftick, 
that it may give light to all that are in the houfe, 
it is neceftary to let it fhine before men, that they 
may fee the light within, while it reflects its holy 
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rays without. To be diligent in bufinefs, .and 
fervent in fpirit, is a corhmand given to every 
Chriftian, and what the mod eminent faints have 
been brought to fubmit to, from Abe), the firffc 
martyr, to Amos the prophet, and even from Jefus 
Chrift, to Paul the tent- maker. 

-However, it was with much reluctance that 
Cufhi left his lodgings, and the verdant meadow; 
But fo confpicuous a proof of the faithfulnefs of 
his Lord, made him depart with this perfuafion 
and confeffion, the Lord is my Jhepherd $ I Jhall not 
want . He maketh me to lie down in green paftures j 
he leadeth me hefide the ftill waters . He reftoreth my 
foul ; he leadeth me in the paths of righteoufnefs for 
his name's fake . Pfalm xxiii. 2, 3. 

Cufhi now rofe up, and travelled off, moft 
fweetly refrefhed, and he intended to walk quite 
through the verdant valley, but he had not got 
far, before a bright cloud appeared in fight, and 
he expedted a fhower j and when it came over his 
head, he felt a moft pleafing fenfation on his fpi- 
rit, wonderful motions in his mind, and a parti- 
cular flow of affeCtions, which for a while made 
him ftand as one entranced j and he fuppofed he 
faw a real cloud. But this text occurred to his 
mind : In the light of the king's countenance is life ; 
and his favour is as a cloud of the latter rain. Prov. 
xvi. 15. And fo he found it, for the thoughts of 
God in the promifes dropped in fuch an abundant 
manner on him, that his cup overflowed, till he 
vented it in confeffion, adoration, thankfulnefs and 
praiie. The words of a man's mouth are as deep wa - 
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ter Si and the well-fpring of wifdom as a flowing brook • 
Prov. xviii. 4. Cufhi, finding fuch divine light 
and. underftanding crowd in upon him, fadly 
wanted to minute down what he faw and felt; 
but his mind was fo taken up, that all efforts to 
begin a diary proved vain; he had no thoughts 
at command for that ; he was therefore forced to 
breathe out the overflowing of his joys to the 
fountain of life, from whence they came. 

The church, when thus filled, is a fountain 
fealed, until the feal opens, and lets it forth. A 
garden inclojed is my fifter^ my fpoufc y a fpring flout 
upi a fountain fealed. Song, iv. 12. But when the 
Ipirit opens the heart, it plays all its ftreams into 
the fountain of divine fulnefs, from whence the 
ftreams came. 

Thus the Lord drinks his own wine with his 
own milky and eats his own honeycomb with his 
own honey . Song, v. 1. Or, to fpeak in exprefs 
terms, he is entertained with the fervent devo- 
tions produced by his own fpirit. Thus God the 
Father, and God the Son, are glorified in the gra- 
cious foul by God the Holy Ghoft. God is a 
Ipirit, and will be worfhipped by his own ipirit in 
us ; and as a God of truth, he will be worfhipped 
in truth ; not as an objedt reprefented in a falfe 
light, nor with a falfe heart. 

Cufhi’s devotions were truly divine, for he 
broke forth into the following expreflion of fym- 
pathy and gratitude to his much-flighted and 
long-negledted Lord. O thou fource of all divine 
happinefs, and fountain of light and life, who hath 

promifed 



( 7 ) 

promifed to the parched and barren fouls of thine 
elect, both the former and the latter rain mode- 
rately in their feafon ; I received thy bleffed word 
at firft with the dew of thy fpecial grace to give 
it root; but, alas! worldly-mindednefs loon caufed 
my joys to wither ; but thou haft revifited my 
barren heart, and made the parched ground a pool , 
and the thirfty land fprings of water. Aftonifliing, 
that an heart, once th t habitation of dragons, Jhould 
be turned into a fpringing well. Ifai. xxxv. 7. Oh that 
I never may be left to wander from thy Jhadow again f 
nor to flight the fanciuary fervice of my God. Bleffed 
are they that dwell in thy houfe ; they will be fill 
praifing thee ; bleffed is the man whofe frength is in 
thee ; in whofe heart are the ways of them, who , faffing 
through the valley of Baca , make it a well ; the rain 
alfo filleth the pools. Pfalm lxxxiv. 5, 6. 

Cuftii had now almoft crofted the valley of 
Baca, and fuddenly he efpied an hill before him, 
with a gradual afcent, and he ftiortly began to 
afcend it ; and the higher he went, the greater his 
joys were; till at laft he vented the fulnefs of his 
foul in praife and acclamations of joy, faying. Oh 
my God , as the earth bringeth forth her bud , and as 

! the garden caufeth the things that are fown in it to 
fpring forth , fo the Lord God doth caufe right eouf- 
nefs and praife to fpring forth in my Gnce barren , but 
now revived heart. Ifa. Ixi. 1 1. 

Cufhi having gained the fummit of the hill, 
faw a fine fpreading tree, and under it a feat, .with a 
man fitting thereon, who had a book in his hand. 
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The reader being penfive in thought, did not 
difcern the approach of Cufhi. Cufhi perceiving 
this, approached as near as he could, without dis- 
turbing the attention of the reader, and flood flill 
to hear him read. The paffage that he was read- 
ing was, and Abraham called the name of that 'place 
Jehovah-Jireh ; as it is /aid to this day , In the mount 
of the Lord it Jhall be feen . Gen. xxii. 14. 

Cufhi faid unto him, underflandefl thou what 
thou readefl? The good man flarted up in a 
furprize, and faid, How can I, except fome man 
fhould guide me; and he defired Cufhi to fit 
down with him. I am glad, faid Cufhi, to find 
thee bleffed with a fenfe of thy native ignorance, 
and endowed with a teachable fpirit. Pride will 
not fubmit to learn of thofe whom God hath 
taught. I think a teachable fpirit is one of the 
charadleriflics of a child of grace. The Jewifh 
Pharifees, who were wife in their own eyes, and 
prudent in their owm fight, refufed the tuition of 
God the Saviour, became vain in their imaginations , 
and their foolifh hearts were darkened ; prof effing them - 
f elves to be wife, they became fools . God has deter- 
mined to deflroy all grounds of boafting, and to 
(lain the pride of all human glory. Hence it is, 
that the Prophet Ifaiah foretold that God would 
take away all trufl in the mighty man , and the man 
cf war ; the judge, and the prophet ; and the pru- 
dent , and the ancient ; the captain of fifty, and the 
honourable man ; and the counfellor , and the cunning 
artificer \ and the eloquent orator ; and that he would 
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give children to be their princes, and babes Jhould rule 
over them. Ifa. iii. 2, 3, 4, 5* Men of great na- 
tural or acquired parts can never fubmit, without 
humbling grace, to yield obedience to (what one 
calls) the foolifhnefs of the crofs. 

However, the Prophet fays, whom Jhall God 
teach knowledge ? And whom Jhall he make to un - 
derjland doffirine ? Them that are weaned from the 
milk , and drawn from the breafts j for precept muft 
be upon precept ; precept upon precept ; line upon line ; 
line upon line *, here a litile, and there a little . Ifaiah 
xxviii. 9, 10. This is an humbling declaration for 
a counfellor, an aftrologer, a Jlar-gazer, or a monthly 
prognofticator , to regard. Ifa. xlvii. 13. But as Paul 
fays. If any man will be wife , let him become a fool , 
that he may be wife . 

But to give my dear brother an account of this 
mountain, on which we fit : I believe it to be 
Mount Moriah, which, perhaps, may fignify the 
Lord revealing. If it does, it fhews how thofe 
fouls are exalted, whom the Lord condefcendeth 
to teach, to whom he reveals his mind and will, 
though it be attended with bitternefs, which may 
be included in the word Moriah. Mount Calvary, 
you fee, is almoft oppofite, where our Lord was 
crucified $ and he whom God teacheth on Mount 
Moriah, is fure to have fome views of what was 
done on Mount Calvary. The mountains fo all bring 
peace to the people and the little hills by right eoufnefs. 
Pfalm lxxii. 3. The grand defign of divine teach- 
ing is, firfl, that we may know God in his law to 
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be an holy, juft God ; and fecondly, that we may 
know him reconciled in his Son ; as a God recon- 
ciled to Tinners. The gofpel reveals him. And this 
is life eternal , to know the only true God , and Jefus 
Chr 'ft whom he hath Jent. Hence the golpel is 
called the word of reconciliation. 

Ahimaaz . If this is Mount Moriah, it is the 
very fpot where God gave teftimony to Abra- 
ham’s faith, even from heaven \ and to be fure 
he muft afcend this mount with as heavy an heart 
as a mortal could carry. But God often lays the 
greateft burden on the faith of his favourites, juft 
before he intends a deliverance. As fpeaketh the 
Lord by Mofes, that he will appear when he Jeelh 
that his people's power is gone , that there is none jhut 
up or left . Deut. xxxii. 36. And fuch confpicuous 
deliverances have a blefied tendency to endear 
God to his people, and excite their love and gra- 
titude ; and I doubt not but this was the cafe with 
Abraham. The thoughts of flaying, his beloved 
Ton muft go near his heart, and the Ample ex- 
prefiions of Ifaac, when he faid, Where is the lamb 
for the burnt offering , muft touch Abraham’s feel- 
ings very fenfibly. But when he received his 
little one back to his arms, and obtained an arti- 
culate teftimony of the love and approbation of 
his Maker, it muft lift him as high in joy and 
heavenly-mindednefs, as the thoughts of flaying 
him had funk him in forrow. 

Cufhi. I am glad to find thee, my brother, 
fuch an obferver of the gracious dealing of God. 

If 
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If believers were to obferve the various frames, 
changes, and deliverances that pafs on their fouls* 
and bring them to the word of God, they would 
be more comfortably eftablifhed in the truth than 
they are. 

Many gracious fouls are ftridt obfervers of 
external forms, and modes of worfhip, to which 
they are led by the wifdom of men, and preju- 
diced in favour of, by the bigotry of men, inftead 
of adhering to an experience on their own fouls. 
Let every man 'prove his own work , faith Paul, then 
Jhall he have rejoicing in himfelf and not in another ; 
that is, he fhall rejoice in the power of God, not 
in the wifdom of men. 

I believe Abraham had the fweeteft views and 
fenfations on this mount, that ever he had in all 
his pilgrimage. His fon Ifaac was a fweet type 
of Chrift, the promifed feed in whom all nations 
were to be bleffed. The wood that Abraham laid 
in fuch particular order, prefigured the crofs. The 
intended vidtim laid on the wood, reprefented the 
bleffed Jefus, the meek and paffive lamb, fubmit- 
ting to be nailed to the accurfed tree. Abraham’s 
knife fhadowed forth the flaming fword of juftice, 
once feen by our firft parents at the eaft gate of 
Eden. By Abraham’s parental love and affedtion 
for his fon, the immutable love of God was exhi- 
bited, who fo loved the world, that he gave his 
only-begotten fon, John iii. 16. freely offering him 
up for us all. Abraham’s joyful reception of his 
fon (as it were from the dead) typified the cordial 
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reception of Chrift into the bofom of God the 
father. As Ifaac prefigured Chrift as a lamb, 
and as the promifed feed that fliould come, fo the 
ram prefigured Chrift as the everiafting father of 
all his fheep. 

The horns of the ram reprefented Chrifl’s 
kingly power ; his being hung by the horns in the 
thicket of bufhes, fhewed the fubmiHion of the 
Omnipotent Saviour to the wicked hands of men, 
who are compared to briers and thorns. Cant, 
ii. 2. Thorns being badges of God’s curfe, fhewed 
his being made a curfe for us; and that he was 
to be crowned with thorns, was typified by the 
ram’s being hung in the thorns by his head. — 
Thus Abraham’s faith faw the Saviour, both in his 
beloved fon, and in the bleeding and burning ram ; 
and to this agrees the Lord himfelf : Tour father 
Abraham rejoiced to fee my day ; and he faw it and 
was glad. John viii. 56. 

Ahimaaz. It is a pretty light, my brother, that 
you have cafl on that text ; and the proof that 
you brought from the Saviour’s mouth, is a con- 
firmation of what you have faid. But fome of 
the learned tell us, that we fhould be very careful 
how we allegorize and fpiritualize the fcriptures, 
left we get into the regions of fancy. Though I 
do believe there are many in our days who are ftig- 
matized enthufiafts and fanatics, who are blefied 
with divine tuition, and wonderfully fupported by 
the Holy Ghoft; there is no limiting God, nor 
drawing lines for hirn to work by ; and I believe 
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the heart that feels the keeneft pierce from juftice, 
is the moft fenfible of the balm of mercy. Where 
conviction draws the deepeft furrow, the incor- 
ruptible feed will take the deepeft root. 

Such fouls as experience the greateft change, 
have generally the brighteft views of divine reve- 
lation. The darkeft clouds are often fucceeded 
by the brighteft manifeftations. God difeoveretb 
deep things out of darknejs , and bringeth out to light 
the Jhadow of death. Job xii. 22. And fuch fouls ' 
will ever be found to be the moft fpiritually minded, 
and the moft heavenly in their converfation. 

Cufoi. I have heard of men giving fuch cau- 
tions, and of warning people againll: allegorizing 
the word of God, or giving it a fpiritual mean- 
ing ; when I have thought that too many legalize 
the gofpel, and make it more like a law than a 
covenant of grace ; and make the Saviour more 
a law-giver, than a law-fulfiller, by talking more 
of th,e commands of Chrift, than of the infinite 
fatisfadtion made to law and juftice by him. 

This is a kind of remedial law, as fome term 
it ; fuch being ignorant of the killing power of 
the covenant of works ; and ftrangers to the con- 
ftraining power of the covenant of grace, have fet 
up one of their own, in the very throne of the 
great Mediator, as a rival to him, who is the end 
of the law, and the author of faith. 

What good can accrue to Tinners, from a law of 
human invention, fet up in the place of the Me- 
diator, is hard to tell. Ifrael would have been 

con- 
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eonfumed by the fire of God's jealoufy, more than 
once, if Mofes, the typical mediator, and Phineas, 
the typical high-prieft, had not flood in the gap, or 
breach, that their rebellion had made between 
God and them. But how a gofpel law of human 
. manufactory is to fill a breach of infinite dimen- 
fions, and bring about a fpiritual union and like* 
nefs, where there is an infinite difproportion, is 
a myflery that I defpair of ever finding out ; and 
a myflery that all the divines in the world can 
never explain to me. 

But this conclufion we may warrantably draw, 
that if Noah, Daniel, and Job, could not fland 
before God, to make up the breach, we are fure 
no contrivance of man can do it. Befides, this 
law of human wifdom lays no weight upon him 
that is mighty to fave ; but the whole burden of 
conditions is laid on them that are dead to God, 
and without flrength ; and how the dead in fin 
are to perform fuch conditions, is another riddle 
which can never be explained. 

The fpoufe, under the old economy, received 
many confolations from the types and fhadows, 
while fhe eyed her beloved Saviour as the objedl 
of her future hopes 5 fhe called the two covenants 
her two breafls, and eyed the Mediator as the end 
of the law and the author of faith, and had light 
enough, under that dark difpenfation, to fee that 
no day’s man was fit to make up the breach, 
but him. Feeling his love, fhe fays, A bundle of 
myrrh is my well-beloved unto me 5 he jhall lie all night 

betwixt 
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betwixt my breafts. Song, i. 13. Her faith view- 
ing him as the fulfiller of the law, and the glory 
of the gofpel, flie refts fatisfied with the fan&uary 
# fervice, until the bleffed period fhould arrive, when 
her beloved Lord fhould be revealed. Until the 
day -break, and the fhadows flee away , I will get me to 
the mountain of myrrh, and to the hill of frankincenje, 
Song,iv. 6. 

As for the caution againft allegorizing and fpi- 
ritualizing the word of God, I lee the Saviour and 
his apoftles perpetually at it. 

Solomon’s preference given to the lowly mind, 
in the prefence of the prince, Prov. xx v. /, is brought 
in by the Saviour as a check to the pride of Pha- 
rifees, in their choice of the higheft feats, and 
is intended to Ihew, how he differs from the hum- 
bled believer, who, like the prodigal Son, begins 
his religion with a fenfe of the plague of his own 
heart, and a keen hunger for the bread of Heaven, 
before he fits down to feafl on the fatted calf. 
Luke xv. 

Elihu’s comparing his heart, filled with di- 
vine infpiration, to a bottle that had no vent, Job 
xxxii. 19, is brought in by the Saviour to Ihew 
the neceffity of a new heart, and a new fpiritj 
but new wine muft be 'put info new bottles , and both 
are pre/erved. Matt. ix. 17. 

Job’s defcription of the eagle, Job xxxix. 30, 
is introduced by the Lord to fhew the deftruc- 
tion of Jerufalem under the Roman eagle; but 
much more to Ihew the entertainment of hea- 
venly 
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venly minds, who by faith feed on bis own flejh and 
blood \ as their fpiritual meat and drink , John vi. 
53 ; and fweetly prefigures the certain prote&ion 
of the ele< 5 t beneath the fhadow of his wings in 
the great and terrible day. 

The two mountains mentioned by Mofes, Ge- 
rizim and Ebal, Deut. xxvii. 12 , are an allegory. 
Mount Gerizim, where the bleffings were to be 
pronounced, prefigured the church of Chrift, 
on which the Spirit of God pronounces the be- 
nedi&ion, and was a figure of mount Zion j for 
there the Lord commanded the bl effing, even life for 
evermore . Pfalm cxxxiii. 3. 

Mount Ebal, from which the curfes were to be 
pronounced, prefigured mount Sinai, where the 
law and its curfe were given, and is Hagar in the 
allegory, and agreeth with Jerufalem that now is, and 
is in bondage with her children , Gal. iv. 24, 25, 
and reaches to every work-monger in the whole 
world , — for as many as are of the works of the 
law are under the curfe. Gal. iii. 10 •, and fo it 
will appear in the great day, when the Judge 
will fay to Zion (on which himfelf was crowned 
King), Come, ye bleffed of my Father ; — and to 
Hagar, and her bond children (who rejefted his 
reign). Go ye curfed thefe two will appear to be 
mount Gerizim and mount Ebal with a witnefs ; 
and there the blefling and the curfe will remain 
to all eternity. 

Ahimaaz. The things which you have men- 
tioned, my brother, are confident with the ana- 
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logy of faith, and your method is well calculated 
to bring the word of God down to a holy famili- 
arity with the weakeft believer ; which certainly 
is a method that every man of God ought to 
adopt, or aim at, more than /hewing his human 
learning, or knowledge of the languages; for 
Paul fays, he would fooner /peak Jive words to the 
edification of the church , than ten thou/and words in 
an unknown tongue, i Cor. xiv. 19. For as he 
obferves, an unintelligible teacher is a barbarian 
to the people, which made the apoftle determine to 
life great plainnefs of fpeech. 2 Cor. iii. 12. And 
to be fure I have often felt the binding effects of 
legalizing the gofpel myfelf, fince I fet out in the 
paths of wifdom ; and have been entangled more 
than once by their legal miniftry. Gal. v. 1. 

But as for you, my brother, you have certainly 
great natural parts, a very ftrong memory, and 
have been very ftudious in the fcriptures ; this is 
plain, for you appear a ready fcribe, well inftru&ed 
in the law. 

Cufhi. I believe men of the greateft natural parts 
in all the world, are at this time either deifts or 
atheifts. The greateft fcholars are in the greateft 
confufion — the moft ftudious men are the moft ig- 
norant of God — and thofe of the ftrongeft memory 
are the moft freighted with the rubbifli of hea- 
thenifm. The greateft natural logician is the far- 
theft from the bafis of found reafon ; and he that 
is wifeft in'his own conceit, is the greateft enemy 
to the wifdom of God. 

C Natural 
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Natural abilities are : the gift of God ; and if 
they are not influenced by the Holy Ghoft, they 
are always turned againft the giver. But the 
fpiritual man will own with Paul, that if a man 
be wife in divine myfleries, the word of wifdom 
is given him. 1 If difcerning, it is in divine light 
that he fees light. If liable in confidence, the 
word of faith is given him. If divinely knowing, 
the word of knowledge is given him. If ftrong in 
memory, it is the fpirit that brings all things to 
his remembrance, whatfoever the Lord hath faid 
unto him. All thefe things worketh that one, and 
the felf-fame fpirit, dividing his gifts feverally as 
he will, i Cor. xii. u. God will never give the 
glory of his grace to men's brains, nor his praife to 
graven images. Ifa. xlii. 8. 

Abimaaz. True, my brother; every good and 
every perfect gift cometh down from the Father of 
lights , with whom is no variahlenefs , or Jhadow of 
turning. James i. 17. And every gracious man 
will acknowledge this to the honour of the great 
benefa∨ for, as the prophet fays, let not the 
wife man glory in his wifdom , nor the mighty man in 
his might ; nor the rich man in his riches . But let 
him that glorieth , glory in this , that he under - 
fiandeth and knoweth me\ that I am the Lord , 
which exercife loving-kin dnefs> judgment , and right e- 
cifnefs in the earth 3 for in thefe things I delight , faith 
the Lord . Jer. ix. 24. And indeed I have always 
found the mod pure liberty, the greatefl love, and 
tne greatefl encouragement to confidence in God, 
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tfiiniftered to my foul from fuch pure and evan- 
gelical converfation as yours. c But I would wifti 
to be led by the voice of my teachers, and fo to 
fteer between the two extremes. For. my part, I 
am for the middle way* * 

Cufhi. I do not rightly underftand thee, my 
brother. If by way, you mean the way to God, 
the middle way is one of your own . devifing.— 
There are but two ways to heaven that God has 
devifed ; the one is by perfect, fpiritual, and per- 
petual obedience, agreeable to the command. — 
He that doth theje things , even he Jhall live in them . 
If thou wilt enter into life , keep the commandments . 
The other way is, by faith in Chrift, which Paul 
calls the new and living way which God the Saviour 
hath conjecrated through the veil $ that is to Jay , his 
flejh . Heb. x. 20. , . 

Thefe are the only two ways that lead to life, 
that are opened in the fcriptures ; therefore, he 
that devifes a middle way, is in reality a defpifer 
of both. If a man will enter into life by works, 
his righteoufnefs muft be a perfect conformity to 
the law. This muft be his legal righteoufnefs ; 
and if perfect, it gives him a legal right. The 
gofpel righteoufnefs is one ready wj ought out by 
the furety, and received by faith, both which muft 
be brought from the law. 

The pharifee, he flicks to the old covenant, 
and trufts in his own merit, being too proud to 
beg. The fenfible finner, he is humbled to re- 
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ceive the wedding garment, as the gift of God. 
The way to God, by faith in Chrifl, Paul calls tht 
tiew and living way, to fhew that the other is both 
dead and old ; and indeed, it is a way that none 
but the Saviour ever went to God in. 

The flaming fword has cut off all that ever 
attempted ta touch the tree of life in that way. — 
By the deeds the law {ball no flejh living be j up- 
fed, Therefore the middle way that my brother 
fpeaks of, is a way that was never call up by any 
of the fervants of God. The law fays to all that 
are under the law, there is none righteous, no not 
one. God will never meet any fmner (as a recon- 
ciled God) in that way: He meeteth none hut thoje 
that rejoice , and work righteoufnefs , and thoje that 
remember him in his way . Ifaiah. lxiv. £. 

Never attempt an entrance where God has 
never opened a door ; the end of fiich, according 
to Peter, will be worfe than their beginning ; for, 
as he fays, it had been better for them not to 
have known the right way at all. The Father 
dwelleth in me, and I in him, fays Chrift ; and 
Chrifl crucified is the only way to the Father. I 
am the way, the truth, and the life ; no man cometh 

to the Father, but by me. 

The prophets and apoftles laboured hard to 
clear and call up this highway; and thofe that 
God guides into it, are to fay, Caft ye up, caft ye 
up, prepare the way, take up the fumbling blocks out 
of the way of my people , . Ifaiah lvii. 14. lxii. 10. 
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As thou haft received Chrift Jefus the Lord, 
10 walk ye in him, and never aim at a middle 
path. God complains of this, and fays. My -people 
have forgotten me ; they have burned incenje to va- 
nity ; and they have caufed them to fumble in their 
ways from the ancient paths , to walk in paths in a 
way not caft up, Jer. xviii. 15* 

Ahimaaz, You feem to be quite an original; 
that is, you are for the pure old apoftohc religion, 
and for a perfeverance in fpiritual worfhip, in the 
naked fimplicity and truth of the gofpel j which is 
certainly right, and I believe that the main current 
of fcripture runs in your channel. — Thofe who 
watch the Spirit’s teaching, and compare it with 
the word of God, and who find the approbation of 
God with them, and the tedimony of a good con- 
fcience, certainly walk the fafed, and will find the 
mod fenfible fupport from the Almighty in a 
trying hour. 

Your converfation is very fpiritual, and very 
entertaining to me. It brings a deal of my pad 
experience frefh to my mind ; and, for my part, 
I know not when I have met with fo agreeable a 
companion, nor when I have fpent fo comfortable 
an hour. 

Cujhi. It is to be lamented that there appears 
fo little fpiritual converfation among profefiing 
people. Heavenly converfation, cheerfully deli- 
vered, keeps the word of God alive in one’s 
heart. It caufes it to dwell richly there, in all 

C 3 utterance, 




( 22 - ) 

utterance, in all knowledge, and fpiritual under- 
flanding. It flirs up the gift of God that is in 
a man; and the more fuch an one fcattereth the 
truth, the more he increafeth his flock. Prov. 
xi. 24. So that the fpeaker is edified, as well as 
the hearer ; for, as Solomon fays, he that waterethy 
foall be watered alfo himjeif, Prov. xi. 25. 

Ahimaaz . True, my brother; but all the chil- 
dren of God have not that experience and judg- 
ment that you feem to be favoured with. There 
are many hoping fouls that cannot find words to 
exprefs a reafon of their hope. They are bafhful, 
timorous, and perplexed with many doubts and 
fears ; and they are fearful of fpeaking wrong, or 
laying a prefumptuous claim to that which they 
have no right to, as the tempter often fuggefts. 

Befides, there are many profefiors who have 
more head-knowledge than heart-felt experience, 
and thefe often criticife and contradidl the fimple 
lifpings of a babe in grace ; and when they have 
been ferved fo a few times, they are like parrots, 
you cannot make them talk again. 

Cujhi. That is what I never liked. I have often 
heard flrange muddy language from a young Chris- 
tian; but I never chofe to flop his mouth if I 
found but the lead favour with it; for although 
the great I is brought in at every fentence, as the 
chief agent, yet after they have had a few falls, 
I have obferved that the great pronoun has been 
left quite out of the queflion, except it has ap- 
peared 
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peared in its proper place, in declaring what evil 
they have done, or what free grace has done for 
them. In this God fulfils his promife, by turning 
to the people a pure language . Zeph. iii. 9. Poor 
Peter loft the great / in Satan’s fieve, and fo do 
others; but as for criticifing their words, and 
contracting of them, it is very wrong. When 
weak believers have been ferved fo, they will at 
with their tongue as a young child does with its 
feet; after they have deceived it once or twice, it 
will hang about the mother, and you cannot make 
it venture upon them again. 

For my part, I am very fond of having a weak 
believer in company. He, and the poor fcnfible 
finner, the diligent feeker, and the earneft in- 
quirer, are the people that the old Chriftian finds 
the greateft liberty with, as may be feen in Ezc* 
kiel’s miniftry. He ftands dumb before a carnal 
multitude of lifelefs profefiors, without a word 
to fay. I will make thy tongue cleave to the roof of 
thy mouth , that thou fhalt be dumb , and Jhalt not be 
to them a reprover. Ezek. iii. 26. 

But to the young believer, who had fled to the 
God of lfrael for refuge, his tongue was loofed. 
In that day foall thy mouth be opened to him which is 
e/cape d, and thou Jhalt /peak and be no more dumb 
Ezek. xxiv. 27. 

Our great apoftle boafted of this. O ye Corin- 
thians, our mouth is opened unto you— our heart is 
enlarged . 2 Cor. vi. 1 1. But in Rome he found 
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his fpirit chained, and his tongue fettered; and 
therefore he folicits an intereft in the Ephefians* 
prayers for him > that utterance might be given him — . 
that he might open his mouth boldly to make known the 
my fiery of the gofpel y for which he was an ambafiador 
in bonds , that therein he might Jpeak boldly as he ought 
to /peak. Eph. vi. 19, 20. 

Ahimaaz . It is true, my brother; we gene- 
rally find young believers the moft thirfty after 
divine knowledge ; and the mod attentive to the 
lips of wifdom ; and, as the prophet fays, the 
priefts* lips fliould preferve knowledge, that in- 
quiring fouls may feek the law at his mouth . Malachi 
ii. 7.— Yet you know they are not capable of 
holding up an argument, or carrying on Spiri- 
tual converfation, which is the point that you are 
infilling upon. 

Cufhi. I would fooner be in company with a 
young and a wife child , than with an old and foolifh 
king , who will no more be admonifhed. Eccl. iv. 1 3. 
Our Saviour’s company confifted altogether of fuch 
weaklings; and one half of the parables left upon 
record, were drawn from the mouth of the Saviour 
by Ample inquiry. By their afking him queftions, 
they drew water with joy out of that well of falvation . 
Ifa. xii, 3. 

And I wifh there was a little more of this in 
pradtice in our days. Many young Chriflians would 
be ufeful to old ones, by flirring up the well-fpring 
of life in them ; and would, at the fame time, find 
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their own bowels refrelhed, by the fpiritual counfel, 
advice, or inftrudtions, which themfelves might 
draw. The eftabliftied Chriftian that has drunk 
into the Saviour’s fpirit, has a divine (pring within 
him, which is often low for want of thirfty babes to 
draw it out. The Lord has promifed, that who- 
Jo ever cometh unto him , and drinks , as the Jcripture 
hath faid, out of his belly Jhall flow rivers of living 
water j if the weak believer would grow , let him 
draw . John vii. 37, 38. 

And on the other hand, an experienced minifter, 
by being in company with young believers, and 
obferving their queftions and anfwers, gets a more 
fatisfa&ory reafon of the hope that is in them, than 
he can get at an appointed church meeting, for 
which they have prepared themfelves by premedi- 
tation ; and are often abalhed and confounded by 
an audience. 

Ahimaaz. It is a great blefling to a young 
Chriftian to have an experienced paftor to attend 
on, in his doubtful ftate; for the impreftions of 
God’s laws on a (inner’s heart, are as difficult to 
read, as the hand-writing on the wall of Bclffiaz- 
zar’s palace. The king trembled when he Jaw the 
fingers that wrote . Dan. v. 5. And we tremble no 
lefs when we feel the hand-zvriting that is againft 
us. Col. ii. 14. And he that becomes an inter- 
preter, as Elihu was to Job , muft have the fpirit of 
God in him ; for it is the infpiration of the Almighty 
that muji give him underjlanding . Job xxxii. 8. 

The 
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The queen of Babylon faw the need of this, 
when fhe perceived the emptinefs and ignorance 
of the aftrologers and Chaldeans. There is a man, 
laid ftie, in thy kingdom , in whom is the fpirit of the 
holy gods [implying that the fpirit of unholy devils 
was in the others] ; and in the days of thy father 
light and underftanding and wifdom 3 like the wifdom 
of the gods , was found in him ; whom the king Ne- 
buchadnezzar thy father , the king , I fay 3 thy father , 
made mafter of the magicians , aftrologers , chaldeans y 
and foothfayers ; for as much as an excellent fpirit 3 and 
knowledge , and underftanding , interpreting of dr earns 3 
and Jhewing of hard fentences, and diffolving of doubt s, 
were found in the fame Daniel , whom the king named 
Beltejhazzar : now let Daniel be called , and he will 
jhew the interpretation . Dan. v. n, 12. 

This woman has drawn a moft excellent por- 
trait of a minifter of the fpirit ; and as ihe found 
the need of fuch a fpirit in her hufbanci’s confu- 
fion, fo many foolilh virgins, who now call infpi- 
ration enthufiafm, will, in the great and terrible 
day of the Lord, call for the fame infpiration ; give 
us of your oil for cur lamps are gone out . Solomon, 
calls the divine impreflions of God’s laws, made by 
the fpirit of God, deep waters. : . 

Cufhi . Yea, and when thefe deep waters are 
Itirred by a fpiritual converfation, they will fpring 
up, and influence both the \ affe&ions and the 
tongue of the fpeaker as they rife. Ccunfel in the 
heart of man is like deep water ; but a man of under- 
ftanding 
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ftanding will draw it out . Prow xx. 5. — And as 
thefe waters are drawn forth, fo they refrefh, 
ftrengthen, purify, and comfort pthers that hear 
the converfation ; as fpeaketh the wile man : The 
words of a man s mouth are as deep waters ; and the 
well-fpring of wifdom as a flowing brook . Prov. 
xviii. 4. — An experimental believer has always fome- 
thing to fay, when young Chriftians alk him quef- 
tions ; for the heart of the wife teacheth his mouthy 
and addeth learning to his lips . Prov. xvi. 23. 

Ahimaaz . Indeed, my brother, I feel the bleffed 
effe&s of what you aflert on my own fpirit, for I 
find my undemanding much enlightened into the 
word of God, my heart is enlarged, my affe&ions 
are warmed, my bowels are refrelhed, and my judg- 
ment much eftablifhed. • For my part, I never 
met with fo precious a companion before. Such 
converfation leaves no guilt on the confidence ; it 
does not fend one home with a fecret fling, .as has 
too often been the cafe with me, when I have left 
a company that had nothing to difcourfe . about 
but worldly matters. I have felt the wretched 
effe6ts of it afterwards in my clofet, when I have 
come to face God in prayer; while pn the other 
hand, divine converfe furnillies the mind with a 
fuitable frame for prayer and praife ; and I think 
this is Solomon’s meaning, when he fays, A man 
fhall be fatisfied with good by the fruit of his mouth . 
Prov. xii. 14. But what would fome think of this 
converfation of ours. I believe it would appear 
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mere nonfenfe to many of our learned matters of 
arts. 

Cujhu As for matter of arts, it appears to me 
an arrogant tide. Profeffor of arts would found 
much better for there is a myftery in every art 
that has puzzled the beft of them, and ever will. 
Known unto God are all his works from the beginning. 
He is the grand matter of all ; and in the ftridteft 
fenfe there is no other j becaufe there are fo many 
myfteries in every art that they are not matters of. 
Hence I have often thought that A. M. andM. A. 
have ftood for two lies. The beft art is divinity 
and I believe this is one of the laft that many young 
ftudents are put to the ftudy of. They mutt be 
filled with heathenifm firft ; and if God calls them 
by grace, their heathen ftock ferves for fuel, into 
which the devil often throws his darts, by tempting 
them to atheifm and deifm. The man that knows 
God, and himfelf, is the happieft, the wifeft, the 
moft ufeful, and always will appear the brighteft 
character in the world : for it is faid that the king 
of Babylon communed with fuch, and among them 
all was found none like Daniel y Hananiah , Mifhaely 
and Azariah ; therefore ftood they before the king: 
and in all matters of wifdom and underftanding that 
the king inquired of them , he found them ten times 
better than all the magicians and aftrologers that were 
in all his realm • Dan. i. 19? 20. 

The beft botanift in the world is that man 
that can give the moft faving defeription of the 

tree 
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tree of life, that bleffed plant of renown. Ezek. 
xxxiv. 29. Job tells you the root of it was 
found in him. Job xix. 28. Paul fays, the wild 
Gentiles were grafted into it, and partook of its 
fatnefs. Rom. xi. 19. John fays, the leaves of it 
are for the healing of the nations ; — compare Rev. 
xxii. 2. with Ifaiah liii. 5. Ezekiel tells us, the 
fruit thereof Jhall he for meat , and the leaf thereof 
for medicine . Ezek. xlvii. 1 2 ; and the fpoufe tells 
us its branches are for a fhadow. Song, ii. 3. 
The Lord favour you and me with an heart-felt 
union with this tree, then fhall our leaf never 
wither, nor fhall we ceafe from yielding fruit: 
Be that abideth in me and I in him , the fame 
bringeth forth much fruit'— for without me ye can 
do nothing. 

Indeed the Chriftian has fomething to do with 
various arts. He is an aftronomer when he has 
found out the bright and morning ftar, Rev. xxii. 
16, and fenfibly felt it rife in his heart, 2 Peter 
i. 19. This bleffed light is fucceeded by the heat 
of the Sun of Righteoufnefs fhining on the foul 
with healing in his beams . Mai. iv. 2. The bell 
ftar that ever the eaftern fages found, was that 
which led them to Bethlehem, where the ftar of 
Jacob lay. Numb. xxiv. 17. We may fay the 
fame of all other arts. God make us fuch navi- 
gators as fhall gain the haven of everlafting reft ; 
and fuch geographers as fhall find out the new 
heaven and the new earth , wherein dwelleth righte - 
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oufnefs. Blefled be that philofopher that has 
found the pearl of great price ; and for ever 
blelTed be that anatomift that has crucified and 
difie&ed the old * man with his affections and 
lufls. And is not that man the belt prognofti- 
cator, that, from the teflimony of a good con- 
fidence, can fay with the Pfalmift — he Jhall guide 
me with his counjel , and receive me into glory ; if fo, 
then I take it for granted that he alfo will be 
found to be the beft builder at laft, who has heard 
the gofpel and obeyed it; and y like a wife mafter - 
builder , has dug deep and founded his faith and hope 
cn the rock of Ifrael ; when the rains defeend , and the 
winds blow , and the floods come and beat violently 
upon that houfe , it coidd not be moved , becaufe it was 
founded upon a rock. Luke vi. 48. All arts and 
fciences befides thefe, will be of little ufe in the 
day of judgment ; and as they have a tendency 
to lift gracelefs men up with pride, and to fet 
them above the pure and fimple word of God, 
they are not worthy of the name of wifdom, as 
fpeaketh the prophet : The wife men are afhamed, \ 
they are difmayed and taken : lo, they have rejected 
the word of the Lord \ and what wifdom is there 
in them? Jer. viii. 9. 

God, as die God of nature, hath given many 
^"xcellent gifts and parts to men, though fallen. 
Beauty, wit, fkill, and wonderful ingenuity, as may 
be feen in the writings of atheifts, deifts, and other 
heathens ; but, without preventing-grace be given, 

they 
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they ire fure to be exercifed to the diihonour of 
the bountiful Giver.' The greatelt part of our uni- 
verfity education confifts in plundering the natural 
abilities of heathens. I have obferved men, of ac- 
quired learning, who have difcourfed with the fub- 
limity of a Homer,i yet at the fame time feemed 
as deftitute of natural and fpiritual abilities as Peter 
the wild bov, who was found in the woods of 
Hanover. Such only fhine in the natural abilities 
of others ; and their borrowed language*, from the 
native idiot, is as diftingnifhable as the parrot’s 
note from the perfon’s voice which it mimics ; 
for, as the wife man faith, excellent Speech he cometh 
not a fool.- Prov. xvii. 7. ' 

Ahimaaz. ,To be lure there are no acquire- 
ments like the pure gifts which flow from God, 
who is the giver of every good and of every perfedt 
gift ; and when God gives grace to fandtify a na- 
tural gift, then it is of great ufe ; — a man's gift 
maketh room for him , and bringeth him before great 
men . Prov. xviii.' 16. And certainly it is a great 
blefling to the church of God, while Chrift, the 
ftone of help, is the fubfcance of the gift, and ufed in 
the awakening of finners, and eftablifhing of faints : 
a gift is as a precious ftone in the eyes of him that 
hath it j whitherfover it turneth it prcfpereth, Prov. 
xvii. 8. And for my part I have read many vo- 
lumes of learned and gracious men’s nervous rea- 
fonings againfl: error, and erroneous men ; fuch as 
volumes of fermons to prove the being of a God, 
3 the 
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the authenticity of the fcriptures, the reafonablenefs 
of the Chriftian religion, &c. which I could never 
get either eftablifhment or comfort from. 

Cujhi . The volumes of fermons, and other 
treatifes, that have been written to prove the 
being of a God, have brought many to doubt 
of fuch a being, where no doubt ever rofe before 
about it. And as for proving the authenticity of 
fcripture by fcholaftic reafoning, it is like lighting 
of a taper to find out the fun when he fhines in his 
meridian. All fyftems of error that have ever been 
publifhed are like Ahab’s harnefs— there are al- 
ways joints enough left open for the arrow of ven- 
geance ; the word of God is fufficient to fnarr 
every falfe fyftem however compiled, and that God 
will let them know when he fweeps away the 
refuges of lies. 

The natural propenfity of a man to fin againft 
the light of nature, — the guilt that he is perpe- 
tually flung with, — the fear of death and judgment 
that he is always in bondage to,— the checks that 
he feels before the commiffion of fin,— the violence 
that he is obliged to offer to his confcience after- 
wards, — the reflections that he often makes, — and 
the judgments that appear abroad in the earth, &c. 
&c. are quite fufficient, not only to prove the ex* 
iflence of God, but the cognizance that he daily 
takes both of them and their actions. And this is 
fufficient alfo to prove the authenticity of his word ; 
for there is not a corruption that ftirs in man's heart, 
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not a lafcivious thought that roves on his mind*’ 
— not a crime that he commits, — not a cogitation 
that he feels, — nor a judgment that he fears, but 
what are difcovered by a divine ray in the fecret 
oracles, and flafh many awful convictions on the 
confcience of every tranfgreflor. This fhews the 
law written in their heart ; and if an appeal to God> 
to fcripture, to confcience, to creation, and to the 
accomplifhment of the prophecies, are not fufficient 
to convince them, fcholaftic reafoning will hardly do 
it. The man that will daringly deny the hourly 
verdidt of his thoughts, and the perpetual decifion 
of his own confcience, is more hardened than the; 
devil himfelf ; for Satan never denied the convidtion 
that he felt, nor the vengeance he feared, in all 
the outcry that he made in the days of our Lord’s 
xniniftry. There is not an erroneous man in all the 
world but what fulfils fome part or other of the 
fcriptures. God has promifed to fend ftrong delu- 
fions that men may believe a lie , and be damned 
for rejedting the truth, and taking pleafure in un- 
righteoufnefs $ therefore I think fuch defperate fin- 
ners are not worth the notice of a divine ; they are 
fubverted , and fin , being condemned of their own con* 
fcience , Tit. iii. n ; and to reprove fuch f corners y is 
to get one's felf a blot . Prov. ix. 7. 

The Almighty, as the God of falvation, caa 
never be difcovered in his gracious purpofes but in 
his own rays ; as faith our bleffed apoftie, For God % 
whg commanded the light to flnne out of darknefs , 
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hath Jhined into cur hearts , to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jefus 
Chrift. 2 Cor. iv. 6. 

Ahimaaz . My dear brother, I never felt my 
foul fo fweetly entertained and eftablifhed in my 
life, as I have by your converfation. 1 have often 
wifhed to know the mind and will of God in many 
of thefe particulars which you have mentioned ; 
you are as Elihu was to Job, according to my wifb 
in God's ftead , Job xxxiii. 6 ; £ or I am like the two 
difconfolate difciples when the Saviour overtook 
them, and opened up, explained, and applied the 
Scriptures, till their hearts burned within them. 
And indeed if you had not fpoken againft the fuf- 
ficiency of human learning, I lhould have thought 
you a profeflor of the languages, a dodtor of di- 
vinity, a matter of arts, a critical reviewer, an 
antiquarian, and a fellow of the royal fociety. 

Cujhi . You may take me juft as you pleafe, 

I profefs fomething of the language of Canaan; 
and I think he is the beft dodlor that is the moft 
tifeful to fouls ; a found divine is a profeftor of 
the beft art ; the man that knows truth from 
error is a valuable critic; he that has made hi$ 
calling and election fure, is a good antiquarian ; 
and he that is found in faith, is a fellow of that 
fociety that is divinely and eternally royal, i Peter 
ii. 9. Rev. v. 10. 

Ahimaaz. I perceive thou art a man of humour, 
as well as a man of grace, and certainly have a 
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competent meafure of natural abilities, as well as 
a profound experience ; this I think appears plain 
to any obferver ; and as God has been pleafed to 
fend both into a minifterial channel, 1 believe they 
will appear much to his own honour, the good of 
his people, and to the confufion of the enemies of 
his caufe. 

Cujhi. What I am, I am by creation and grace; 
you may difcover me better than I can difcover 
mylelf. But be allured of this, that there never 
Were five pounds laid out upon me for human 
polifhing fince I have been in the world; nor is 
my deficiency in human learning any impedi- 
ment in the way of ufefulnefs. If God the Holy 
Ghoft prepares a man’s heart, and takes pofief- 
fion of it, he will create the fruit of the lip alfo, 
and give that man a mouth and wi/dom that all 
his adverjaries Jhall never he able to gainjay or 
refift . And for my part I have often thought 

that human learning has robbed God of one half 
of the glory that is due to him. I have read 
Cave’s "Lives of the Fathers till my heart has 
heaved at the work to fee how the creature 
has been exalted. The leading account of every 
character is the piety of their anceftors ; juft as 
if grace was hereditary : fecondly, their aptnefs to 
• outftrip all others in human learning : [thirdly, 
their mortifying their bodies in a cave ; juft as 
if the devil and the old man of fin was not to 
be found in a cave, as well as in a city. And as 
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for the Holy Ghoft, he is hardly mentioned, though 
there is no fuch thing as mortifying any one deed 
cf the flefh (to good purpofe) hut through him . 
Rom. viii. 13 ; and if grace be mentioned in that 
book, it is (lightly touched juft at the conclufion 
of a narrative. 

Calamy’s Life of Baxter is juft fuch another 
rotten jumble of human excellency. The Holy 
Ghoft is the regenerator, the renewer, and the or- 
namentor of every real Chriftian ; and if he be not 
glorified by us, we fhall furely be debafed by himj 
for them that honour me I will honour , and they that 
defpife me fhall he lightly efteemed. 1 Sam. ii. 30 ; 
or, as the Saviour fays, he that exalteth himfelf fhall 
he ahafedy and he that humhleth himfelf fhall he 
exalted . Matt, xxiii. 13. 

Ahimaaz . It is right, certainly, that God in all 
things fhould he glorified through Jefus Chrift. But 
allowances, my brother, muft be made : fome Chrif- 
tians have been drawn altogether by love, without 
any convidtions at all ; thefe, not feeling the plague 
of their hearts, nor the awful arreft of divine juftice, 
will remain of a legal tindture, and their language 
is far from being pure. Thefe are not properly 
evangelized, — they are not brought off from all 
confidence in the flefh, confequently they will not 
favour fo fweet of the dear Redeemer as thofe who 
have been chaced by the terrors of law r and juftice 
to embrace him as their only refuge, and lay hold 
of him as the only hope fet before them, 

Cujhu 
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' Cujhi . God is a free agent, and will work oa 
his people as it pleafeth him ; but to be converted 
without repentance, — to be born again without 
foul travail, — to be forgiven without being con- 
vinced we have nothing to pay, — to be healed 
without feeling our ficknefs, — and to be faved be- 
fore we find ourfelves loft — is a myftery to me, 
and muft remain fo. 

That God often begins to allure a foul by golpel 
promifes I do not deny j but fuch generally find 
travail, and ficknefs too, before they arrive at 
God’s tabernacle, or dwell on his holy hill. I have 
obierved fome perfons, who have had their (harpeft 
ftruggles with law and confcience, even on their 
death beds ; and the very pains of death have 
haftened the pains of their fpiritual birth, fo that 
the birth of their fouls juft preceded the death of 
their bodies ; — fuch have gone to glory, full fraught 
with the cordials of divine confolation. This I 
think agrees with the gofpel fenfe of this text: But 
•when the people of the land Jhall come before the 
Lord , in the folemn feafts , he that entereth in by the 
way of the north gate to worfljip, Jhall go out by the 
way of the fouth gate 3 and he that entereth by the 
way of the fouth gate 3 Jhall go forth by the way of 
the north gate ; he Jhall not return by the way of the 
gate whereby he came in , but Jhall go forth over 
againjt it, Ezek. xlvi. 9. And although fome, as 
you obferve, are very legal, and favour too much 
pf th£ flelh, yet I believe, if they belong to God, 
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that he will permit their flefhly confidence fo often 
to deceive them, that they will be led to feel after 
him, who makes his ftrength perfedc in our weak- 
nefs 3 .and as his blefled arm is made bare to them, 
they will be careful to (peak to the honour of him 
whofe power they feel 3 thus he turns to the people 
a 'pure language. 

Ahimaaz . I have formerly obferved feveral 
things which you have mentioned 3 and while you 
have been Ipeaking they have occurred frefli to 
my mind 3 but I have not been fo fhricSc an ob- 
ferver of the works of God, and of the blefled 
teachings of the Holy Spirit, as you have, which 
is both my fin and my lofs 3 as fpeaketh the 
Pfalmift, Whojo is wife and will obferve theje things , 
even they Jhall underftand the loving-kin dnejs of the 
Lord , Pfltfm evii. 43 3 and the more the loving- 
kindnefs of the Lord is feen, the more is the faith 
of a believer increafed and encouraged. And fome- 
times God permits an unbeliever to be forcibly 
{truck with real convidtions, while he beholds the 
vifible hand of God in fupporting and bringing his 
own children out of difficulties — as the Queen of 
Sheba was (truck at Solomon’s wifdom 3 their falfe 
hopes give way, and their language is like that of 
the Pfalmift, I had fainted unlefs I had believed to 
fee the goodnefs of the Lord in the land of the living. 
Pfalm xxv i}. 13. 

Cujki . The man that watches the dealings of 
God with him, both in providence and grace, 

he 
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he (hall find the Lord’s promife daily verified— 
1 willy fays God, make all my goodnefs pafs before 
thee . Such watchful fouls fhall fee many an ob- 
ftacle removed, many a precious promife turned 
up, many an intricate providence made flraight, 
many a knotty experience unriddled, many an 
enemy entangled in his own counfel, many a 
hint dropped for faith to catch, many a glorious 
beam to diredt his fteps, and many a fweet drop of 
divine confolation will be poured as an oil on his 
foul, which will diffolve the flubborn heart, and di- 
vinely fweeten and foften every unruly faculty : Thus 
fhall the man be blejfed that feareth the Lcrdy and 
with favour will he comp of s him as with a floield. 

The penitential moan of Adam, as pathetic 
Milton paints it, is worth the notice of every 
tender-hearted Chriftian; 

v r ‘ * ' 

This moft afflidfs me, that departing hence, 

As from his face I {ball be hid, depriv’d 
His bleffed count’nance ; here I could frequent 
With vvorihip place by place where he vouchfof’d 
Frefence divine, and to my fons relate 
On this mount he appear’d, under this tree 
Stood vifible, among thefe pines his voice 
I heard, here with him at this fountain talk’d: 

So many grateful altars I would rear 
Of grady turf, and pile up every hone 
Of luftre from the brook, in memory, 

Or monument to ages, and thereon * 

Offer fweet- fmelling gums, and fruits, and dowers. 

£n yonder nether world where fliall I feek 
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His bright appearances, or footfteps trace ? 

For though I fled him angry, yet recall’d 
To life prolong’d and promis’d race, I now 
Gladly behold though but his utmoft Ikirts 
Of glory, and far off his fteps adore. 

The anfwer is as fweet as the other is moving : 

— Doubt not but in valley and in plain 
God is as here, and will be found alike 
Prefent, and of his prefence many a fign 
Still following thee, flill compafling thee round 
With goodnefs and paternal love, his face 
Exprefs, and of his fteps the track divine. 

Ahimaaz . Certainly a man cannot live in the 
fear of God, unlefs he doth conlider himfelf daily 
in the immediate prefence of him ; and to feel his 
fupporting hand, to enjoy the teftimony of his 
Spirit, to find his approbation with one, and his 
power manifefted in leading one on, and holding 
one np in the face pf all oppofition, enables a 
man to rejoice, and fay with the Pfalmift, the Lord 
is on my fide , 1 will not fear what ?nan can do unto 
me. And I have often thought that God has, and 
ftill doth, reveal himfelf by his Spirit to many 
fouls in the world who have not the word of God 
preached to them by men; or, in other words, 
who have not the means of grace as we have ; and 
I have at times got comfort from thefe thqughts 
with refpeft to the poor heathens. 

Cujhi. As I obferved before, God is a free 
^gentj but I do not defire to be wife above 
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what is written. I have read the prophecies of 
the ten Sibyls, and certainly there is a deal of 
truth in them, though it be fung with wild notes } 
and if they are allowed to be prophetefies of the 
Lord, they are witnefles in your favour. But 
our great Apoftle doth not countenance you at 
all : It is written , faith he, that whofoever Jhall call 
on the name of the Lord Jhall he faved ; how then 
Jhall they call on him in whom they have not believed r 
and how Jhall they believe in him of whom they have 
not heard ; and how Jhall they hear without a preacher, 
and how Jhall they preach except they be fent ? Rom. 
x. 14; and Chrift fays, Preach the gofpel to every 
creature , and he that believes Jhall be faved , and be 
that believes not jhall be damned, Mark xvi. 16, 17; 
and again. This gofpel mujl be preached in all the 
world for a witnefs , and then Jhall the end come . 
Matt. xxiv. 14. I believe, if you and I were to 
travel throughout the heathen world, where they 
are deftitute of the word of God, we fhould never 
be able to find a foul converted to Chrift; nor do 
I read that Paul found one in all his travels. 

Ahimaaz . I think, in fome things, thou art 
'rather too contracted, my brother; for my part, 
I would wifii ever to poflefs an open and ca- 
tholic fpirit. I have obferved many things in thy 
converfation that dilcover an unbecoming nar- 
yownefs. Paul tells us that we Jhould not be 
Jlraitened in our bowels: and he fpeaks unto us, as 
to his children, that we Jhould be enlarged, 2 Cor. 
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vi. 12, ij. It was a fweet fpirit that God gave 
Solomon ; it is faid that he gave him enlargement 
of heart as the Jand that is upon the Jea Jhore . 
i Kings, iv. 29. And this is what that eminent 
faint of God (I mean Jabez) prayed for ; it was, 
that God WGuld blefs him indeed , and enlarge his 
co aft, 1 Chron. iv. 10; and I hope God will fa- 
vour thee with the fame, my brother, for indeed 
a narrow, contracted, bigoted fpirit is a very bad 
one. 

Cufhi. I am much obliged to thee, but there 
are feveral expreffions of yours which I objeCt 
to. I have often thought that Mofes himfelf, if he 
was upon earth in our day, would be accufed of 
a narrow fpirit ; for he declares to an audience of 
fix hundred thoufand fouls, Te have feen all that the 
Lord did before your eyes in the land of Egypt unto 
Pharaoh , and unto all his fervants , and unto all his 
land ; the great temptations which thine eyes have feen 
—the ftgns and thofe great miracles yet the Lord hath 
not given you an heart to perceive , and eyes to fee , 
and ears to hear, unto this day. And I have led you 
forty years in the wilder nefs. Deut. xxix. 2, j, 4, 5. 
This part of Mofes’s doCtrine would be cenfured 
in the prefent day as the efieCts of a contracted 
fpirit ; and certainly it differed much from die 
univerfal fpirit of Corah, Abiram, and Dathan ; 
for though Mofes declared Ifrael to be blind, ig- 
norant, and infenfible, yet they declared them 
ail fanCtified, and in the prefence of God, and 
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warmly rebuked the bigotry of Mofes and Aaron s 
For they gathered themfelves together againft Mofes> 
and againft Aaron , and Jaid unto them , Ye take too 
much upon you , Jeeing all the congregation are holy 
every one of them , and the Lord is among them ; 
wherefore then lift ye up your f elves above the congre- 
gation of the Lord? Numb. xvi. 3. The con- 
tracted fermon of Mofes, and the declaration of 
this catholic company, differ widely. - Mofes 
declares them blind and infenfible, — thefe declare 
them all holy, and God’s prefence among them; 
but it happened with' them according to the wife 
man’s faying, There is a juft man (as they fuppofed 
themfelves to be) that perifheth in his right e- 
cufnefs ; and there is a wicked man (as they fuppofed 
Mofes) that prolongeth his life in his wickednefs . 
Eccl. vii. 15 ; and fo it happened here— for Mofes 
outlived Corah and all his company. They pe- 
rilled from the congregation with all their can- 
dour, — they went into the pit alive with all that 
they had; while Mofes, w r ith all his contracted 
fpirit, died at the mouth of the Almighty ; or as 
it might be rendered, without offering any violence 
jto the text, that God kiffed him to death. 

Jefus Chrift himfelf was viewed as one of a 
contra 6ted fpirit, when he told the Nazarenes that 
many widows were in Ifrael in the days of Elias , 
hut to none of them was Elias fent but to Sarepta , a 
city of Sidon, unto a woman that was a widow : And 
many lepers were in Ifrael in the time of Eliftoa the 
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prophet, and none of them were cleanfed , faving 
Naaman the Syrian . Thefe fovereign and difcri- 
minating a&s of God appeared to the Saviour's 
audience as the effects of a contracted fpirit ? and 
therefore they were determined to break his neck : 
And all they in the Synagogue, when they heard thefe 
things , were filled with wrath , and rofe up and thruft 
him cut of the city , and led him unto the brow of the 
hill (whereon their city was built) that they might 
caft him down headlong . Luke iv. 25 — 29. But the 
Scribes and Pharifees were of a more catholic 
fpirit for they excommunicated none unlefs he 
confefled the true faith of Chrift : For the Jews had 
agreed already , that if any man did confefs that he 
was Chrift , he Jhould be put out of the Synagogue . 
John ix. 21. Nor did the Pharifees prefume to 
anat hematife any but the real ele& of God — this 
people that know not the law are curfed. John vii. 49. 
You fee thefe open catholic clergy admitted all to 
their communion, but the Saviour and his few 
chofen followers. So the devil had full poflefiion 
of the fynagogues, while the rulers and fcribes 
defended their fire, and {luck to his counfel : Have 
any of the rulers believed on him ? J ohn vii. 48. No, 
they adhered to their own progenitor ; and it was 
not without caufe that the Saviour faid unto them. 
Ye are of your father the devil , and the luft of your 
father ye will do. John viii. 44. 

Ahimaaz . You are got quite into irony, my 
brother j there v ; as no call for fuch a tart reply* 

I only 



( 4J ) 

1 only meant that ChriRians fhould judge chari- 
tably, and not entertain too contracted an opi- 
nion of a very few being faved ; and by an open 
and catholic fpirit, I mean, that we fhould love 
all ranks of profeffing people, though they differ 
from us in doctrines and worfhip ; we fhould 
fpread a mantle of love over their errors, where 
we have reafon to believe that the root of the 
matter is in them. 

Cujhi . I defire to love all that love our Lord 
Jefus Chrift in fincerity and' truth. This is the 
love that Paul poffeffed; he loved all that loved 
our Lord Jefus ChriR in fincerity and truth $ and 
if they love ChriR fincerely, the root of the matter 
is in them; and if they love him in truth, then 
they will not differ from us in dodlrine. That foul 
that loves ChriR in truth, will not Rand in need 
of thy mantle to cover his errors, for love is the 
root of all real evangelical obedience 5 while, on the 
other hand, enmity is the root of all rebellion : 
and although a young believer cannot fee eye to 
eye with an old one, yet he will not fight againft 
any truth that is brought from the word of God ; 
love will produce the obedience of faith — charity 
believeth all things. The foul that oppofes any 
plain truth does not love ChriR in truth, nor does 
he love him in fincerity, becaufe he is not obe- 
dient. The new creation is full as uniform as the 
old ; God did not fend man into the world to walk 

about without a head, nor does he create a foul 
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anew without giving him an underftanding : — W& 
know that the Son of God is come> and hath given us 
an underftanding. i John v. 20. God has not only 
promifed the fpirit of love, but he has promifed 
the fpirit of a found mind alfo. I have heard 
people talk of perfons being evangelifts in heart, 
though legal in judgment ; but Chrift tells us that 
we are to know the heart by that which proceeds 
from it ; — if fo, an erroneous judgment proves a 
rotten heart. 

My reafon for anfwering thee fo fharply is* 
becaufe I have heard fo much of late about an 
open catholic fpirit, that it feems to be a cant 
word, that flands for any thing or nothing. 
We have many in our days who feem to be 
very open in their fermons, crying out, ‘ f Come 
fc all, -Jefus flands with open arms to receive 
4C you, — roll yourfelves upon him : — my foul 
<c for yours if he calls you out.” And yet 
thefe men, that preach this univerfal gofpel, 
are fo incenfed at the cordial reception of a re- 
turning prodigal, that they would rob him of 
his kid, and flop his mouth from declaring what 
God has done for his foul. I am a living wiN 
nefs of this truth, and fo are thoufands more. 
Their refentment has run fo high, that the in- 
treaties of the Father of all Mercies is not fuf- 
ficient to bring them into an acquiefcence with 
his fovereign difplay of dilcriminating grace. It 
appears as if they would have been better pleafed 
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if he had perifhed in his own deceivings, than 
they are at the Father’s receiving him fafe and 
found. 

Now Mofes was of a different Ipirit from 
theie ; for although his doftrine was nothing like 
theirs in latitude, yet his heart was as wide 
as their fermons. When a young man ran and 
told Mofes, faying, El dad and Medad do prophefy 
in the camps , and JoJhua faid, My lord Mofes, forbid 
them $ his open reply is, Envieft thou for my fake ? 
I would to God that all the Lord's people were 
prophets , and that he would put his fpirit upon them . 
Numb. xi. 27, 28, 29. If this be an open Ipirit 
in reality, how little of it have they got who 
will load a found teftimony with fcandal, and 
life their utmoft endeavour to hinder the ufe- 
fulnefs of thofe that God is pleafed to fend into 
the church. 

The bible will hardly furniih us with a minil- 
ter (who pretends to preach Chrift) of fuch a 
fpirit as this, except it be Diotrephes; and God 
fays nothing in his favour. I wrote unto the 
church (faid John) : but Diotrephes , who loveth to 
have the pre-eminence among them , receiveth us not . 
Wherefore, if I come, I will remember his deeds which 
he doeth , prating againft us with malicious words ; 
and not content therewith, neither doth he himfelf 
receive the brethren , and forbiddeth them that would , 
and cajleth them out of the church . 3 John, 9. 10. 
This man is one of a catholic fpirit ; he kept 
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John himfelf out of the pulpit, — he forbad his 
epifties being read to the congregation, — he would 
admit no labourer that John fent into his pulpitj 
and thofe that would have let them preach in 
their houfes, he forbad alfoj and if they difpu ted 
his ufurped authority, he excommunicated them ; 
or, as the text faith, he call them out of the 
church. This man was a lord over God’s heri- 
tage ; and this wretched fpirit is cherifhed too 
much in our days. 

For my part I wifh never to hear the word 
catholic again. It is a word that, I believe, 
was coined in Egypt at the time of the dilpute 
between that dreadful monfter Arius, the grand- 
father of our prefent Arians, and Athanafius, 
whom God raifed up to oppofe him. The caufe 
of Satan againft Chrifl, carried on by Arius, 
was called the xArian caufe, or the Arian faith ; 
while, on the other hand, the caufe of truth, 
pleaded by Athanafius, by way of diftin&ion, 
was called the Catholic caufe, or Catholic faith ; 
fo that thofe fouls that enjoyed the Father’s love, 
the Saviour’s atonement, and the Holy Ghoft’s 
teflimony in their fouls, were fly led people of 
the catholic faith ; while thofe that ridiculed and 
abufed the Lord Jefus Chrifl, declaring him a 
mere creature, were called Arians, being the reci- 
pients of his damnable herefy, as the Holy Ghofl 
flyles it, 2 Pet. ii. i. 

While the true faith flourifhed at Rome, thofe 
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believers that were of that city were ftyled Roman 
Catholics $ but as they have now exalted a Pope, 
in oppofition to Chrift, and have call out his 
word, and introduced their own fuperftitious va- 
nities inftead of it, and yet appropriate the name 
catholic to themfelves, it is now big with nothing 
but mifchief; for he is deemed the belt catholic 
that oppofes truth, kills the faints, and burns the 
bible ; therefore it is high time to drop the word, 
and bring in thofe that are better underflood, and 
that are of a more antient date ; fuch as, faints , 
believers , children cf God , difciples of Chrift , par- 
taker of the Spirit, the houfehold of faith , &c. are terms 
that have a better meaning than a catholic man, 
catholic fpirit, and catholic church. Let us be no 
longer plunderers of the whore of Babylon j — let 
her names go with her relics, merit, and all the 
reft of her trumpery, and let us fay, Good rid of 
bad rubbifti. 

Ahimaaz . I find you are no friend to the Roman 
Catholics, and yet you are beholden to them ; for 
your Common Prayer Books were entirely of their 
compofing, only our reformers purged out fome 
few popifh dregs — fuch as praying to faints and 
angels, &c. &c. And you know we have many 
good and able minifters of Jefus Chrift, who exalt 
its excellency puolicly above all extempore prayer; 
and others, who were not in the eftablilhment when 
they took on them the miniftry, are taking the 
form with them, even at the rifk of the bilhop’s 
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difpleafure ; yea, and fome hare fpent hundreds, if 
not thoufands of pounds at law, in order to fecure 
the ufe of it. What do you think of this ? 

Cujhi. Suppofe I was to go to-morrow into a 
town where the gofpel had never been preached, 
and where there was not a foul to be found that 
was converted to Chrift, and I fhould preach from 
this text. Now if any man have not the Sprit of 
Chrift he is none of his y Rom. viii. 9 ; and I was to 
declare, firfl, the infufficiency of a form of godli- 
nels without the power 5 fecondly, the necefiity of 
regeneration ; thirdly, fhew the operations of the 
Spirit from the word of God ; fourthly, that God 
feeketh lpiritual worfhippers ; and laftly prove, that 
the Holy Ghoft is fufhcient to work faith, to 
ian&ify the foul, and prepare it for the reception 
of Chrift - 3 and fufficient alfo to lead the believer 
on in a courfe of fpiritual devotion, as the fpirit 
of grace and of fupplication ; and four fouls, under 
this difcourfe, fhould be convinced of the infufti- 
ciency of their formality $ fhould you not think that 
I had a&ed the faithful part in handling the above 
text in that manner ? and that God had approved 
of it by four perfons being convinced under it ? 

Ahimaaz . I fliould think that you had taken 
the beft ftep that could be taken to undermine 
their fandy foundation, and to fhew them the ne- 
cefTity cf being made new creatures in Chrift 5 and 
I am fully perfuaded that God’s word would bear 
you out. 

Cujhi . 
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Cujhi. T hen fuppofe there fhould come a gofpel 
minifter the week following into the church, and 
he fhould preach up the excellency of the form, 
caft a few reflections on diflenters, and fpeak lightly 
of extempore prayer, and fettle thefe four con- 
vinced fouls on their old bottom again, would he 
not buildup that which I had dejlroyed? Gal. ii. 18; 
and if fo, who would be the tranfgreflfor ? 

Ahimaaz. Certainly he would. 

Cujhi . Then you have decided this matter. And 
I believe there are many in our days, who are def- 
titute of grace, bitterly prejudiced againfl: many 
minifters that God has fent, who preach and pray 
as the Spirit gives them utterance, who hear the 
gofpel, but place all their hopes in the form. And 
when thefe unleavened formalifls hear a gofpel mi- 
nifler cry up the excellency of the form, and ridicule 
fpiritual petitions, their feif-righteous fouls are fed 
with the venom of afps ; their native .prejudice 
againfl pious diflenters is fixed the firmer, and they 
are wickedly and deceitfully eftablifhed on the old 
bafis of depraved nature j — this is no part of the 
work of an evangel ifl. 

Ahimaaz . Do you think, my brother, that ever 
the Lord Jefus fet their own fouls at liberty in 
anfwer to the form of prayer ? One would think 
that he had, as they fpeak fo highly of it, and fo 
lightly of extempore prayer. 

Cujhi . No ; God permits none to prevail with 
him, but thofe who by the Spirit’s interceflion pour 
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Out their fouls before him in faith, under a fenfe 
of want, and in a language expreffive of their own 
troubles. And I will be bold to fay, that if my 
brother could be in the ftudy of thefe good men on 
fome Saturday evening, or Sunday morning, when 
their bible is as a foaled book, Satan buffeting them, 
their mind confufed, their judgments bewildered, 
a congregation gathering together, and no text 
opened to them, no thoughts fpringing up, altoge- 
ther unfurnifhed for the pulpit, — he would then fee 
them upon their knees before God at hard work, 
without any fervice-book in their hands ; he would 
hear their groaning petitions, — fee their tears, — and 
be convinced that the whole bufinefs was carried 
on between God and their own fouls by thofe very 
extempore prayers which they publicly fpeak fb 
lightly of. 

Ahimaaz. If this be the cafe, we muft ad with 
good men’s bigotry as the Saviour bids us do with 
bad men’s precepts ; he tells us, not to do as the 
Pharifees do, hut to do as they Jay ; but here we 
muft not do (in this matter) as thefe good men fay, 
but as they do. 

Cufii. If you do fo, you will do right; — for if 
the Replications of the Holy Spirit will not prevail 
with God, no human compofitions can. 

Ahimaaz . I believe there was at one time near 
two thoufand minifters of the gofpel in this country 
that expofed themfelves to many hardfhips for their 
non-conformity to the Common Prayers which at 
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times has led me to think very lightly of their 
lufferings ; fince I have heard many good men 
who preach the fame dodtrine that they did, and 
yet contend for, and highly extol, the very things 
that their confciences could never conform to. I 
have thought that their non-conformity was the 
effect of a ftubborn and rebellious fpirit, and their 
fufferlngs were only in defence of a blind and 
milled confcience. This mult be the cafe of thofe 
non-conformifts, or our prefent advocates for the 
form muft be in the wrong, one of it ; and I con- 
fefs your prefent convention about it has brought 
it as a puzzling matter of debate afrelh to my mind ; 
and for my part I am not able to decide it. 

Cujhi . It is true, there were great numbers that 
fuffered hunger, cold, and nakednefs; moreover 
bonds and imprifonments ; yea, and even death 
itfelf, rather than conform to the rules of the Com- 
mon Prayer Book. And if they did it in defence 
of a blind or milled confcience, we may fay oi 
their fufferings as David faid of the death of Saul’s 
o-eneral — died Abner as a fool dieth. 2 Sam. iii. 33. 
Yet I think it is eafy to decide the matter between 
the antient non-conformifts and our prefent advo- 
cates; the non-conformifts had the whole word of 
God on their fide, but the others have not. 

It is a blelfed thing that men have no dominion 
over our faith, and that our faith is to Hand in 
God’s power, not in man’s wifdom; but he that 
attempts to elbblifh my faith on a human form, 
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endeavours to fettle it in the wifdom of men, inflead 
of the power of God. Faith is the gift of God the 
Father, — a grace from God the Saviour’s fulnefs, 
— and is wrought in man by the operation of God 
the Holy Ghoft $ and in the promifed aid of God, 
and in the powerful operations of Father, Son, and 
Spirit, it muft (land, and nowhere elfe. 

I know there are many venerable and valuable 
characters, whom God has called to the miniftry 
fince their firft ignorant attempt to qualify them- 
felves for it at a univerfity ; and in that fphere they 
will fhine, while they abide with God, wherein they 
were called but as the current of fcripture does 
not flow in that channel, and as their fouls were not 
delivered in anfwer to that form, and as they make 
ufe of extempore prayer in their families, and be- 
tween God and their own fouls, I think they might 
forbear their public reflections on thofe prayers 
which have done fo much for them. 

Ahimaaz . Pray, my dear brother, what may I 
call thy name ? 

Cujhi . My name is Cufhi. 

Ahimaaz. Of what country, pray ? 

Cufii. I am an Ifraelite ; and, blefled be God, 
through his rich grace I hope I am an Ifraelite 
indeed. 

Ahimaaz. That I firmly believe ; for flefli 
and blood could never reveal the things unto 
thee that I have heard from thee j furely the lips 
of knowledge are a precious jewel j and the light 
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and favour that my foul has felt under thy con- 
vention is an additional proof of it — for the 
excellency and the power of religion is all of 
God. I wifh my brother would relate a little of 
the dealings of God with him ; I fhould be all 
attention — my heart is fweetly becalmed — my feat 
is pure eafy ; I do not believe that I fhould be 
tired if I was to fit here all night ; nor do I 
believe that I fhould feel the want of food ; — my 
very body has loft its appetite fince my foul lias 
been at this banquet. 

Cujhi . I can hardly help laughing at thee, 
my brother, for thou fayeft I could fit all night, 
when we have done that already ; it was twelve 
o’clock yefterday when we met under this tree, 
and now it wants half an hour of the fame — we 
have fat juft twenty-three hours and a half; — 
furely, if fome people were to hear thee, they 
would fay as the giddy multitude did of Peter 
and John, that they were full of ne w wine . As for 
thy body having loft its appetite is no winder; 
the body and foul are cloiely united, and both 
interefted in the covenant of grace. If the foul 
is burdened, the countenance of the body will 
proclaim it ; the knees will tremble under its 
burden, and the whole animal frame will feel 
the effedls of it. But, on the other hand, if the 
foul be enrapt in the vifion of faith, as Paul 
was, it is fo forgotten that the foul cannot relate 
whether the body was in the company or not ; and 
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when the foul is indulged with the fmiles of God, 
the body will forget both its wants and its in- 
firmities, as Elijah did when his body failed forty 
days, after the angels had* entertained him under 
the juniper tree or like Abraham, who, at almoft 
an hundred years old, ran to the tent and orciered 
an entertainment for the belt gueft that ever vifited 
the world. 

David certainly had fome meaning when he 
faid. My heart and my fejh crieth out for the living 
God, Pialm lxxxiv. 2; and, on the other hand, the 
terrors of God on his foul made the beauty of his 
body to confume away like a moth . Pfalm xxxix. n. 
But I ihall proceed to give my dear brother fome 
account of the dealings of God with me, and 
I ihall do it with pleafure $ for I never find my 
fpirit more in its element than when, like David, 
I am telling others v.’ho fear God, what he hath 
done for my foul > Pfalm lxvi. 1 6 . And indeed I 
think this is doing the work of an evangeliil, 
much more than relating what we have done 
for God. 

In my younger days I was one of a melancholy 
turn of mind, and was kept in perpetual bondage 
through the fear of death ; and at certain feafons 
I was rather devotional, after the manner of the 
Jews, but very ignorant of the nature and being 
of Jehovah. Nor did I ever rightly confider 
his omniprefence, his univerfal providence, his 
care for, nor his government of the world, until 
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the great ftir was made in Ifrael about David, 
the fon of Jelfe, killing the Goliah of Gath, The 
report of that wonderful act forcibly {truck me ; 
the thoughts of his formidable and panoplyed 
antagonift, and the unarmed {tripling (I mean 
David) going againft him with no other armour 
than faith in God, whom he fo often ftyles the 
fliield of his help; furely, he W'as clad with zeal for 
the Lord God of Ifrael, as with a cloak. His 
bold declaration to his formidable adverfary, and 
the wonderful event that juftified his confident 
prediction, wrought wonderfully upon me, and 
effectually brought me to believe, verily that there 
is a God that judgeth in the earth. 

From that time I was led to watch narrowly 
the hand of God with that eminent man ; and in 
my heart faid, as Ruth did to Naomi, Thy people 
Jhall he my people , and thy God my God. J faw 
him in fo blelfed a {late, and fo vifibly defended 
and upheld by the Almighty, that at times I 
was provoked to jealoufy, and fecretly envied 
him his happinefs, yet would have given all the 
world for a part or lot in David’s God, whom he 
fo often Ryles the portion of his foul. 

Ahimaaz. You bring many things to my 
mind; — but to break in upon your w r arm con- 
verfation would extinguilh the glowing fervour 
of your fpirit; go on, my brother, I am all 
■attention. 

Cujhu I foon heard of Saul’s hatred to David, 
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of his cruel jealoufy, and of his attempting to kill 
him ; and fome, who were very much attached to 
Saul, reprefented David in a bad light, and took 
the part of Saul as one appointed, anointed, and 
fet up by God himfelf to be king over Ifrael. 
Thefe things at times daggered me ; and David’s 
killing the Philiftines, and fcalping three hundred 
of them, in order to obtain Saul’s daughter for his 
wife, was very puzzling to me. But I (till obferved 
that the protecting and delivering hand of God was 
evidently with him. 

Jonathan, who I believe was a good man, his 
tender regard for David, his efpoufing his caufe, 
and expofing himfelf to all the rage and malice 
of his father, and loving him as his own foul, often 

i 

brought rr:e to believe that there was a divine 
union between them; and indeed before ever I 
obtained boldnefs to fpeak to the fweet Pfalmifi: 
of Ifrael, I felt fomething of the fame blefled 
unftion on my own foul. One thing greatly con- 
founded me, and that w r as David’s going down to 
the cave of Adullam, and appearing at the head 
of fuoh a fet of vagrants ; — for all that were in 
diftrejs , and all that were in debt> and all that were 
difoontented , they gathered them/elves unto him , and 
he became a captain over them, i Sam. xxii. 2. 
This I could not eafily get over, that fuch a fet of 
men fhould join themfelves to him ; and that a fa- 
vourite of heaven fhould put himfelf as commander 
in chief at the head of fuch a ragged regiment. 

But 
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But when SauPs awful apoftafy from God was 
made known, of his Peeking to the witch of Endor 
for relief and counfel, of the hand of God that 
went out againft him, of the miferable end that 
he made, together with the wonderful deliver- 
ances that God wrought for David, of Samuel's 
attachment to him, of the bed of faints loving 
him, and of the almighty power of God that 
levelled all his enemies, and exalted him on the 
throne of Ifrael, in fpite of all oppofition, I 
was fo confirmed in the faithfulnefs and truth of 
David’s God, that an invifible power led me to 
one greater than David ; and a fudden thought 
ftruck me that David was an eminent type of 
the much defired and long looked for Mefilah, 
who is the only fovereign of Ifrael, David’s fon, 
and David’s Lord. 

This divine di&ator led my mind forth to 
traverfe David’s life and condudt, as reprefenting 
the life of one greater; and from that time I 
traced all up to David’s antetype, and there my 
mifconftruftions were rectified, and all my doubts 
refolved. 

I confidered, firft, his defcent from a low family, 
his mean calling as a fhepherd, his ruddy counte- 
nance , i Sam. xvi. 12 ; his being but a Jlriplingy 
xvii. 56 ; and his {lender legs, Pfaim cxlvii. 10 ; all 
typical of him that was fo long foretold, who was 
to be fairer than the children of men i Pfaim xlv. 2, 
and called the woman’s feed. David’s effeminate 
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appearance, and mafeuline exploits, led me to 
contemplate perpetually on the mighty deeds that 
were to be performed in future, by one whofe 
appearance w r cu!d be altogether as unneroic as 
that of David’s. David’s killing the Philiitines 
to obtain a wife, led me to confiuer wj.c the 
promifed Mefliah had done when he gave -Egypt 
for our ranfom ; and what he would do in future 
in behalf of this fpoufe, when the kicked jhall he a 
ravfom for the righteous , and the iranjgrejjfors for the 
upright. Prov. xxi. 18. 

Ahimaaz . But you know that Saul’s daughter 
was not a gracious woman ; (he was taken away 
from David, and given to another, and how could 
lhe be a type of the fpoufe of Chrift ? — befides, it 
is faid that fhe defpifed him, and was fmitten with 
barrennefs for it. 

Cufhu All this is true; yet Michal was hone 
of David's hone , and fiefu of his fiefh, hy marriage \ 
but fhe never knew David’s Lord, nor was fhe a 
partaker of David’s fure mercies ; yet fhe was, in 
my opinion, a type. 

By virtue of the union between the godhead 
and manhood of Chrift, which took place at 
his incarnation, the bond-woman (I mean the 
whole body of profefTors who are under the law) 
may fay, that Chrift is flefh of their flefh, and 
bone of their bone, for he was born of a woman, 
and born under the law. And indeed on this 
account the bond-woman is called a divorced wife , 
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Jer. iii. 8. and judged of God as one that has 
broken wedlock , Ezek. xvi. 38, and therefore put 
away, according to their legal covenant that 
allows a divorce, which Ifrael never rightly con- 
fidered; and therefore, being efpoufed only by 
the covenant of works, their marriage covenant 
was conditional, they broke wedlock, were di- 
vorced and put away : and, as the bond-woman 
was not included in the covenant of grace, the 
lee-al covenant, for want of their obedience, 
afforded them no more claim on the Lord as 
an hufband. But the ele< 5 t are not betrothed to 
the Saviour by the law of works, but they are 
betrothed to him in loving-kin dnefs, in mercies , and 
that for ever, Hofea ii, 19. Thus the real church 
is not only bone of his bone, by virtue of his 
incarnation, but is made of one fpirit with him 
by regeneration ; for two (faith God) Jhall be one 
flejh , but he that is joined to the Lord is one fpirit, 

1 Cor. vi. 16, 17. Thus Saul’s daughter was a 
type of a falfe church, though not of a true one ; 
and her being joined to another man fhews the 
apoftafy of faife profeffors ; and as fhe was taken 
from David, fo God takes away every fruitlefs pro- 
feffor — every branch in me that beareth not fruit he 
taketh away , and if they continue until to the laff 
day in their profeffions it matters not. The foolifh 
virgins were Ihut out of the marriage chamber — 
none will enter with the bridegroom into the wed- 
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ding but thofe that have oil in their veffel, or the 
Spirit of Chrift in their hearts. Matt. xxv. 

I confidered the poor diftrefled troop that went 
to the cave of Adullam, as prefiguring the poor 
fenfible diftreffed Tinners who become the fol- 
lowers of Jefus Chrift. Thofe that are difcon- 
tented with the world and fin, are glad to find 
contentment in a Saviour; and thofe that are 
in diftrefs on account of fear and bondage, are 
glad to find relief in their God; and all that 
are fenfible of their debts are thankful for a furety. 
And, to be plain, I found myfelf in a fpiritual 
fenfe one of this number, and was by an invifible 
power led to follow David’s antitype as fuch. 

Ahimaaz. I beg pardon, my brother, for break- 
ing into your difcourfe, but I find my heart warmed, 
and my mind much enlightened by what you fay, 
therefore I hope you will excufe me. — Pray what 
do you think of David’s covenant with Abigail 
when fhe met him ; and of his marriage with her ? 
She Teemed to be one after his own heart, both as 
a fenfible woman and as a faint of God. She pro- 
phefied to David, and fpiritualized her hufband’s 
name, and applies it to his nature. — Let not my 
lord , I pray thee , regard this man of Belial, even 
Nahal ; fov as his name ts , fo is he ; JSfahal is his 
name, and folly is with him. i Sam. xxv. 25. Do 
offer me your thoughts upon that circumflance ; 
for I evidently fee that there is a fpiritual vein of 
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choice gofpel that runs through the whole body of 
divine revelation. 

Cujhi. There certainly is; but in running of 
parallels between the types and the antitypes, the 
types always come fhort, and are but faint repre- 
fentations of what is reprefented by them. What 
was Efau’s birth-right when compared to that 
which it fignified ; and what is David when com- 
pared to the fruit of his body, and his Lord who 
was to fet upon his throne ? 

Ahimaaz . True, my brother; yet we may 
entertain ourfelves, and open our own thoughts 
to each other on the word of God, without 
offending the Almighty Saviour, for he bids us 
Jearch the fcriptures ; and fays, they teftify of him . 
I believe the Bible to be like its Author ; God is 
a fpirit, and his word is fpiritual ; for it is given 
by infpiration of God’, and to handle it fpiritually 
proves a fpiritual difcernment, and makes it a 
fpiritual entertainment for the fouls of believers, 
whom Paul calls fpiritual . — But he that is fpri- 
tual judge th all things , yet he himfelf is judged of 119. 
man. 1 Cor. ii. 1 5. Hofea ix. 7. 

Cufhi. To legalize the word of God to a 
heaven-born foul, is the w r ay to obfcure his evi- 
dences, and bring him into bondage whom the 
Lord hath made free . John viii. 36. The man 
that does this is a minifter of the letter — not of the 
Spirit. 2 Cor. iii. 6. Such a preacher is difo- 
bedient to the divine command. God fays. Do 
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the work of an evangelift , 2 Tim. iv. 5 ; and die 
believer who is deprived of his freedom by him 
is difobedient alfo ; for die Spirit fays, Stand faft 
in the liberty wherewith Chrift has made you free , 
and be not again entangled with the yoke of bondage. 
Gal. v. 1. 

I confidered Abigail’s coming to David as pre- 
figuring every elected foul that God brings to 
his dear Son. No man can come to me , except the 
Father which hath fent me draw him . John vi. 44. 
Chrift, in the character of a bridegroom, re- 
ceives fuch into fpiritual union with himfelf, and 
holds them faft in the bond of everlafting love 
for ever ; 1 am in my Father , and ye in me , and I 
in you. John xiv. 20. Thus the Lord receives the 
fouls that his father draws to him as his own 
beloved bride — He that hath the bride is bride- 
groom. John iii. 29. Abigail came to David 
with fpiritual language and prophecy in her 
mouth, and exprefied a fpiritual union with him, 
a love to him, and predicts his fafety on earth, 
and his eternal exiftence in the favour of God ; 
and I believe ftie forefaw that herfelf was to be 

his wife. 

Obferve, firft, fhe comes to David, as all fin- 
ners do to Chrift, with a prayer in her mouth — 
I pray thee forgive the trefpafs of thine handmaid. 
Secondly, fhe comes with a full perfuafion of 
the eftablifhment and fafety of David's houfe, — 
For the Lord will certainly make my lord a fure 

houfe. 
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hcufe, So comes the Tinner by faith to Chrift 3 
being perfuaded there is fecurity in his houfe, and 
no where elfe \ and the Saviour is called David, 
Ezek. xxxvii. 25 ; and his church is called the 
houfe of David to this day, Zech. xii. 10. Thirdly, 
fhe afligns a reafon for thisj be'caufe my lord fighteth 
the battles of the Lord , even as Chrift overcame 
the world : Tet a man is rifen up to purfue thee , 
and to feek thy foul , — as Judas and the Pharifees 
did the Saviour’s* But the foul of my lord Jhall be 
bound in the bundle of life with the Lord thy God — 
as rep referring the union between the Saviour’s 
human nature and his godhead. And the fouls of 
thine enemies , them Jhall he fling out as out of the 
middle of a fling ; — as the Saviour will one day caft 
away the enemies of his crofs. 

Thus fhe came to David with fpiritual lan- 
guage ; and every one that hath learned of the 
Father cometh unto me (fays Chrift). Rabbi y thou 
art the Jon of God y thou art the king of Ifrael 
(faith Nathaniel). Thou art Chrift the Son of God 
(fays Peter). Flejh and blood hath not revealed 
this unto thee (fays the Saviour), but my Father 
which is in heaven . Abigail now concludes with 
a perfuafion of the king’s exaltation, and a petition 
in her own favour : And it floall come to pajs y when 
the Lord Jhall have done to my lord according to all 
the good that he hath fpoken concerning thee y and Jhall 
have appointed thee niler over Ifrael ; as Chrift 
was to be afterwards upon the throne of David , to 
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order it and eftablifh it with juft ice and judgment fot 
ever , Ilaiah ix. 7 ; but when the Lord jhall have 
dealt well with my lord , then remember thine hand- 
maid: as the poor thief upon the crofs faid unto 
the Saviour, Lord , remember me when thou comeft 
into thy kingdom. The anfwer that Abigail got 
contains a blefling on the Lord for his goodnefs, 
a blefling on Abigail whom the Lord had fent, and 
a cordial acceptance of her perfon : And David j aid 
to Abigail , Blejfed be the Lord God of IJrael \ which 
Jen f thee this day to me ; and blejfed be thou , which 
haft kept me this day from coming to feed blood , and 
from avenging myfelf with my ovm hand . So David 
received of her hand that which Jhe had brought him y 
and faid unto her , Go up in peace to thine houfe ; fee, 
I have hearkened to thy voice , and accepted thy 
perfon . 1 Sam. xxv. 35. Thefe bleflings may typify 
the bleflings the Lord gave on the mount. David’s 
not avenging himfelf, (hews how the Saviour left 
his Father to take away Judas, and every other 
branch in him that beareth not fruit \ and thirdly, 
it fliews the prevalent interceflion which believing 
fouls make for the wicked ; — as Abraham’s inter- 
ceflion for Lot and the inhabitants of Sodom was 
a ftaying of the Lord’s hand, for a time, from the 
four cities of the plain ; and as Abigail’s interceflion 
kept the lword of David from Nabal and all his 
'houfe. 

Ahimaaz. It is faid of Abigail, that (he was 
a woman of good underfunding , and of a beautiful 
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tountenance ; but the man was churlijh and evil in his 
doings, i Sam. xxv. 3. I wonder that a gracious 
woman Ihould fubmit to be fo unequally yoked to- 
gether with an unbeliever ; and efpecially with fuch 
an evil churl as he was. 

Cujhi. We are all as clofely wedded to the law, 
as a covenant of works, as ihe was to Nabal ; 
and the law is as churlifh as ever Nabal was ; for 
it not only threatens us with the anger of God, 
but with hell alfo ; hence it is faid to be an 
adverfary, Luke xii. 58, and againji us, Col. ii. 14. 
And as Abigail was barren to Nabal, fo is the 
finner to God under the law ; but when Nabal 
was dead, then fhe married David. So when 
we fee the law to be a killing letter , and that it 
cannot give life or fruitfulnefs. Gal. iii. 21, then 
we may go and be efpoufed to the fpiritual 
David, who is to be a prince for ever , Ezek* 
xxxvii. 25, as Abigail was to typical David. Paul 
is very plain upon this : Know ye not , brethren 
(for I fpeak to them that know the law), bow 
that the law hath dominion over a man as long as he 
liveth ? For the woman which hath an hujband is 
bound by the law to her hujband fo long as he liveth 
but if the hujband be dead , Jke is loojed from the law 
of her hujband $ fo then , if while her hujband liveth 
fhe be married to another man, foe jhall be called an 
adult erefs ; but if her hujband be dead foe is free from 
that law , fo that fhe is no adulterefs though fhe be 
married to another wan. IVberefore , my brethren , 
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ye alfo are become dead to the law by the body of 
Chrift , that ye Jhould be married to another , even 
to him who is raijed from the dead , that we Jhould 
bring forth fruit unto God . Rom. vii. i, 2, 3, 4. 

Ahimaaz . David certainly was a moft eminent 
type of the Mefliah ; and bleffed be God I can 
fee a deal of choice gofpel matter and experience 
where I never expelled to find any 5 and I find 
that the humble approach of Abigail to David, her 
interceflion for her houfehold, her humble petition 
for herfelf, her free-will offering to feed his fol- 
lowers, and her earned defire of being remembered 
in future by him, tallies with my own experience ; 
for I could have put my mouth in the duft , if fo be 
there might be hope for me in the dear Redeemer. 
Lam. iii. 29. And 1 wreftled hard with the Lord 
for my friends alfo, as fhe did for hers ; and as for 
the followers of Chrift, I took pleafure in relieving 
them when I could ; and, like unto her, I then 
begged, and ftill beg to be remembered in future 
by the Lord ; and I am fure I have often obtained 
as fweet an anfwer from David’s Lord, as fhe did 
from David and fome of the fame words in it. 
Go in peace , I have accepted thee y has often been a 
fenfible anfwer to my prayers. 

If David was fo fweet a type of the Mefliah, 
then his ambaffadors, that he fent to great Nabal 
in his name , muft be typical of the ambaffadors of 
Chrift ; for they faid to Nabal, Peace be unto all 
that thou haft % And this agrees with the Saviour’3 
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meffage fent by his ambaffadors : Into whatjoever 
boufe you enter , fay , Peace be to this houfe\ and if the 
jSon of Peace be there 3 your peace Jkall come upon it , 
and there abide , eating and drinking Juch things as 
are Jet before you, Luke x. 5, 6, 7. What do you 
think of this ? do not you think it is right ? for 
they were to carry peace from David, and receive 
victuals from Nabal, but he gave them none. 

Cujhu I think you are very right; and they 
fared juft as many of the Lord’s ambaffadors do in 
our days ; they neither receive their meffage, nor 
afford them relief, but impioufly rail on them as 
Nabal did, afking, Who is David ? Jhall I give my 
victuals unto men whom I know not whence they be ? 
Thus he fent the ambaffadors away, both empty 
and afhamed. But what was the confequence ? 
why you fee that the meffage of peace was received 
by a daughter of peace, namely Abigail ; and the 
fword was drawn againfi every male in all the houfe , 

1 Sam. xxv. 13. 22. And though, by the inter- 
ceflicn of the daughter of peace the fword was 
fheathed for a time, yet the Lord God of recompences 
will furely requite . Jer. li. 56. And that many of 
our legal felf- righteous worldlings will find, one 
day or other, as Nabal and Ifrael of old did, when 
there will be no fon or daughter of peace left to 
ftand in the gap . Abigail's interceflion prolonged 
Nabal’s life but a few days ; and Ifrael of old, at 
one time, found no interceffor, and confequently 
no refpite. And the Lord God of their fathers fent 
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to them by his meffengers rifing up betimes and j 'ending , 
becaufe he had companion on his people and on his 
dwelling-place ; but they mocked the meffengers of 
God, and defpifed his words , and mifufed his prophets , 
until the wrath of the JLord arofe againft his people , 
till there was no remedy , 2 Chron. xxxvi. 15, 16. 
Even fo the Saviour will one day punifh the cove- 
tous worldlings as God punilhed Nabal. I was an 
hungered and you gave me no meat ; this was the 
crime of Nabal, who refufed to relieve the Lord’s 
anointed ; and as David’s wrath was kindled for 
the contempt of his meffage, and the indignity 
done to his fervants, fo will the Lord fay, As ye 
did it not unto thefe my brethren ye did it not unto 
me ; and thefe foall go away into evcrlafting puni fo- 
ment. Matt. xxv. 46. 

Ahimaaz. I fee that every part of God’s word 
is pregnant with divine inftruction, and affords the 
chiid of God fweet entertainment; but David’s 
meffengers met with better treatment when they 
went to efpoufe Abigail to David : (he treated 
them with the greateft civility ; they did not go 
home afhamed as before. 

Cufoi . And fo will all the Lord’s fervants be 
treated by the elect, who, as Paul fays, they are 
fent to efpoufe to the one hufband, that they may 
prefent them as chafe virgins to Chrifl. 2 Cor. ii. 2. 

Thus I have (hewed thee, my brother, by what 
way I was led at firft, namely, by obferving the 
good hand of the Lord upon another, even David, 



as 













i 










( 7 1 ' ) 

as many others have done fince. From thefe ob- 
fervations I was brought to an acquaintance with 
David, and to enjoy an union with him ; and in 
time I became one of his meflengers after he was 
eftablifhed on the throne oflfrael, and continued 
with him all the time that Abfalom’s confpiracy 
was carried on again ft him, and even to his death. 

I was with the army of David when the rebels 
were defeated in the wood of Ephraim. 2, Sam. 
xviii. 6. And I was fent by Joab, the king’s com- 
mander, to bear tidings to the citizens of Mahanaim 
of the death of the confpirator y and of the defeat of 
the rebels . 2 Sam. xviii. 21 . But, alas ! it happened 
to me, as it has done to many more ; I began to 
be lifted up in my office ; I thought it fo great a 
thing to be a meflenger of the Lord’s anointed ; 
and Tndeed fo it was, for God evidently bleffed and 
profpered every faithful friend that David had : but, 
to my fhame, I forgot myfelf, and my bountiful 
Benefa&or alfo, who had brought me not only to 
be a loyal fubjeft of David, but a fubje£t of a Spi- 
ritual and an everlafting kingdom ; nor did I daily 
acknowledge, as I ought to have done (and as I 
ufed to do), the good hand of God with me, which 
had fixed my ftatlon fo nigh the king’s perfon. 
My firft backfliding ftep was ingratitude ; and the 
next fin which always attends it is remiffhefs in 
duty, and this leads to carnal fecurity, and thefe 
procured my wretched fall, which foon followed ; 
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for, as Solomon fays, a haughty Jpirit goes before 
a fall. 

Ahimaaz. The dealings of God, both in pro- 
vidence and grace, have been wonderful with you 
indeed ; and one would think that a foul fo deeply 
impreffed with a fenfe of divine goodnefs, and daily 
compaffed about with fuch vifible difplays of the 
tender care and rich mercy of God, could never 
become fo infenfible and ungrateful but, ^las, I 
know by fad experience, that the heart is deceitful 
above all things , and dejferately wicked , who can 
know it ? Jer. xvii. 9. 

But pray, what was your fall, my brother? for I 
long to compare notes with you, for I have been 
down myfelf, as fhall be related before we part, if 
God permit and you approve, for I am neither tired 
nor hungry, nor do I believe I fhall if I fit here all 
the week. 

Cufm. Why, as I grew proud and felf-fufficient, 
I grew independent of God, and negle&ed prayer $ 
this gradually brought deadnefs and barrennefs on 
my foul, and confequently I became dry and un- 
favory in my converfation ; fome of the king's 
devotional friends began to flight me on this ac- 
count, and when I perceived this I began to fhun 
the moft fpiritual part of the royai houfehold, and 
to cleave to them who were but half-hearted to 
David ; and this led me to aflociate with fome who 
fccretly favoured the hcufe of Saul. This alienation 
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of affeCtion from David alienated my affections from 
David’s God alfo ; the man that hates the faints of 
God in his heart can find no communion with God 
himfelf ; he that hateth his brother abideth in dark? 
tiejs , and if he does, he cannot find his way to God. 
From this time I felt an hatred ' rife in my heart 
againft the Lord’s anointed, and againft his moft 
loyal friends j and when I have heard the king exult 
and triumph in the difcriminating favour of God 
towards him, I was inwardly galled at it, and efpe- 
cially on recollecting that fpeech which he made 
to his wife Michal, It was before the Lord , which 
chofe me before thy father , and before all his houfe , 
to appoint me ruler over the people of the Lord , over 
Ifrael ; therefore I will play before the Lord, i Sam. 
vi. 21 . I fhall not relate the wretched conftruCtion 
that my wicked mind put upon the words, but I 
found an enmity rife in my heart againft him *, nor 
could 1 rejoice in his rapturous fpeeches, and hea- 
v.enly acclamations, as I formerly had done. I found 
the words of pious Job to be true — Envy flays the 
filly one. Job v. 2. But the circumftance that wound 
my jealoufy and envy up to the height was David’s 
giving up the five fons of Saul to the Gibeonites , to be 
hanged on the mountain of Gilboa . 2 Sam. xxi. 

Thus my love waxed cold to David, and I con- 
fequently loft my fweet fellowfhip with his God ; 
and all by a falfe fpirit. I alfo juftified in my 
heart the conduct of Rizpah 3 the daughter of Ajah, 
when Jhe took Jackcloth and fipread it for her upon 
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the rock from the beginning of harveft until water 
dropped upon them out of heaven, and f offered neither the 
birds of heaven to rejl on their bodies by day , nor the 
beafts of the field by night . 2 Sam. xxi. 10. All my 
rebellion was levelled at God himielf, who had left 
Saul, but fwore to David that he would never leave 
him. Wo be to that man that knowingly efpoufes 
an intereft that God has blafted ; this was my fin, 
and I paid dear for it ; I aetted contrary to the 
vifible teftimony of God, which juftifkd the king : 
For David’s fervants performed all that the king 
lommanded, and the Lord was intreated for the land . 
2 Sam. xxi. 14. 

Who could ever think that there could be 
fuch deception as this in a veffel of mercy? That 
an heart once in union with the faints, and en- 
flamed with love to God, could ever be fo 
damped in affe&ion, both to God and his family, 
as to feel a fenfible enmity againft both, and be 
prejudiced in favour of apoftates ? But, as my royal 
matter fays, JVhat is man ? 

Ahimaaz. And pray how did the Lord deliver 
thee, my brother ? 

Cujhi. The death of David Blocked my very 
foul, and awfully alarmed my confcience; and 
the report of his laft dying words, Although my 
houfe be not fo with God, yet he hath made with me 
an everlafting covenant , ordered in all things and fare ; 
for this is all my falvation, and all my defire , 2 Sam. 
xxiii. 5, extorted Balaam’s confettion from my 
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heart, Let me die the death of the righteous , and lei 
my laft end he like his . Num. xxiii. io. I foon 
felt the lofs of the fweet Pfalmift of Ifrael ; and 
found, by woful experience, what a dreadful 
thing it is to chenfh enmity againft a favourite 
of heaven whom God is determined to blefs. But 
in reading my royal mafter’s writings, which 
God was pleafed to blefs, I felt my foul revifited 
with the bleflings of real repentance for my pad: 
folly, for which I muft ever remain a debtor to 
the unchangeable love of God. I found my 
mind fit for nothing but filent folitude, and 
therefore I took David’s book of Pfalms in my 
hand, and determined to tread in all the foot- 
fteps (if poflible) that he had gone ; and w'hen I 
came to any foot where he had been vifited by 
the Lord, and delivered from any particular 
trouble, my foul felt fuch an unutterable love to 
him as cannot be exprefTed; indeed I never 
knew his worth till I felt my lofs. And verily 
God made me feel all that I read of his writings, 
juft as if it was all my own experience ; furely 
this is going forth by the footfteps of the fiock. 
Song i. 8. 

I went and wept over his fepulchre by the 
hour, and felt an affe&ion to his remains, as I 
believe the fleeping duft of Samuel and other 
holy prophets had often affected David himfeif — 
He had took pkqfure in the fiones of Zion , and 
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favoured the duft thereof Pfalm cii. 14. From 
thence I came into the valley of Beca, and read 
what David laid of that ; and 1 am fure I en- 
joyed and felt every word of it, until I took 
his words as my own, and lpoke to my long- 
fuffering and propitious Redeemer in the lan- 
guage of his eminent type and faithful fervant 
David \ and, through the fuper-abounding and 
recovering grace of my covenant God, I am 
arrived at Hermon. BlefTed be God, I have been 
now for fome weeks under the fweet teaching: of 
that divine inftru&or that taught me the path 
of life at firft, and God grant that I never may 
fall, nor ftray from him again, neither in heart 
nor in life. 

Ahimaaz . Wonderful are the works of God, 
and wonderful has his mercy been to thee, my 
brother j I think the union you have found with 
David’s fpirit in his writings, is what another 
means when he fays, IV e are come to mount Zion , 
to the’ heavenly Jerufalem , to an innumerable company 
cf angels , to the fpirit s of juft men made p erf eft, &c. 
Heb. xii. 22. The real believer, that has feh- 
lowfhip with the Father and the Son, by the 
Holy Ghoft, is of one fpirit with all the heavenly 
family *, for we find a union of fentiment with 
them — we fee as they faw r , — and are in the fame 
path of tribulation that they were in, — are under 
the influence of the fame fpirit, — and find a love 
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to them, a union with them, and a hope of 
joining them, and enjoying their company to all 
eternity. 

Cujhi. It certainly is the apoftle’s meaning; 
for we are united to the fame head of influence 
that glorified fouls enjoy above ; there is but one 
bleflfed Spirit that unites the eled family both 
of heaven and earth to one head ; only we have 
hut the fir ft -fruits of the Spirit , Rom. viii. 2j, 
while they enjoy the inheritance of the faints in 
light , Ads xxvi. 1 8 ; for, as a good man fays, Grace 
is glory begun below, and glory is grace in per«< 
fedion. But let me hear a little of the dealings 
of God with thee, my brother. 

Ahimaaz . Pray do not you know me ? 

Cujhi. No, not that I recoiled. 

Ahimaaz. Do not you remember a perfon that 
preflfed upon Joab to carry tidings after the death 
of Abfalom, when the rebels were routed in the 
-woods of Ephraim ? 

Cujhi . Yes, I do, his name was Ahimaaz, a frelh- 
coloured young man. He was one that brought 
the wretched counfel of Ahithophel to David. 

Ahimaaz . You are right; and I am the man. 
Hufhai the Archite fent me with tidings to the king , , 
2 Samuel xvii. 14, and I was obliged to flay by 
Enrogal, the king's gardens , for fear of being taken by 
Abfalom' s fpies \ and at laft I was hid in a well by a 
good woman who was a lover of David. 2 Sam. xvii. 
17, 18, 19. 

Cujhi , 
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Cujht. Why you are much altered fincc that 
time. 

Ahimaaz . Yes; I have had a good deal to 
humble me fince that, and blefled be God for it ; 
for though I have been forely affli£ed, yet it 
has been for the good of my foul ; for I find 
where there are no inward nor outward trials 
there is no growth in grace ; but when once an 
heart has been thoroughly humbled, a little crofs 
will bring it low. 

Cujhu I am glad at my heart to fee thee, my 
brother ; and efpecially to find thee a lover of the- 
great and blefled Meffiah. 

Ahimaaz . Not more glad than I am to fee 
thee, and efpecially to find thee a Jcribe fo well 
inftr uffed. 

Cujhi. But do tell me how thou earned ac- 
quainted with David at fird, for I almod forget 
thee 5 for, to the bed of my remembrance, thou 
didd not abide long in the king’s fervice; nor 
do I remember the caufe, nor the time of thy 
going out. 

Ahimaaz . My father’s name was Zadok , a prieft 
and a Levite , 2 Sam. xv. 24 j and he received a 
charge from David to carry the ark from following 
him hack to the city 3 ver. 25 . My father being a 
pried, and a Levite, he was much in favour with 
the king ; and indeed David fometimes diled him 
a feer or prophet ; and therefore, as David’s con- 
fidant, he lent him back as a Iby over the conlpi- 
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tators, and I went with him, as you read : The king 
j aid alfo unto Zadok the prieft , Art not thou a Jeer ? 
Return into the city in peace , and your two Jons 
with you, Ahimaaz thy fen y and Jonathan the Jon of 
Abiathar . 2 Sam. xv. 27. 

My being the fon of a pious prieft, as well as a 
feer, I learnt to talk of religious matters fluently \ 
and being kept clofe to the worfhip of the Jews, 
as well as to family prayer, I was capable of 
Ipeaking in prayer, and had an outftde appear- 
ance of fan&ity; and indeed thought at times 
that I was a real faint and prophet of God, as 
well as my father : but, alas 1 I have found fince, 
that grace is not hereditary ; it is the gift of God, 
and from God we muft receive it for ourfelves, if 
ever we are faved. 

Cujhi . All the principles of religion that chil- 
dren learn by rote from their parents, be they 
ever fo found, they will give them all up when 
they are brought under deep convidHons ; and be 
juft as felf-righteous and as felf-willed as the moft 
ftubborn Pharifee in the world, until God brings 
them out of bondage, and then he will apply 
thofe wholefome truths to their heart, which before 
had only a lodging in their head. 

Ahimaaz. Indeed, my brother, that is a true 
aflertion, I know it by experience ; whatever doc- 
trines are inftilled into people’s heads bv men, 
will eafily be drove out by men, unlefs God apply 
them by the Holy Ghoft. 
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But, to proceed: I was fent by irry father, in 
company with Jonathan, to carry tidings to David 
from Hufhai; and when we had delivered our 
mefTage to the king, I confidered myfelf a man of 
confequence ; firft, as the Jon of a Jeer> — fecondly, 
as a mejfenger to the king , — and, thirdly, as a loyal 
Juhjeci to David when fo many rebelled againft 
him. This was followed with the alarming 
tidings of Ahithophel 9 s having hanged himjelf I faw 
the Lord had anfwered David’s prayer when he 
faid, O Lord^ turn the counjel of Ahithophel into 
foolijhnefs ; and was much furprifed at the terrible 
judgments by which God had anfwered it. I 
fecretly thanked God in my heart that I was not 
like Ahithophel, and was not a little pleafed 
with my loyalty ; and truly I thought myfelf on 
the Lord’s fide, becaufe I was with the Lord’s 
anointed. And indeed this awful judgment fall- 
ing on fo great a man, in anfwcr to David’s 
fimple prayer, fo fired my zeal, that I followed 
the king to Mahanaim, and went with the king’s 
forces againft the rebels ; and was with Joab 
when Abfalom was flain, and thought myfelf a 
man as fufficient to bear tidings as any in Pa- 
leftine. I earneftly preffed upon Joab to let me 
go, but Joab would not fend the hidings by me, 
though I ufed much importunity. 

Cujhi . You are not the firft man, my brother, 
that has been forward at this work, nor will you 
be the laft ; thole that have the feweft tidings to 
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bear are the mod forward to run, — and they that 
have nothing to fay are fure to outrun them that 
nave ; but if ever God fends them with tidings, 
they will have all their ground to run over again ; 
for if they are true meffengers, they mud go all 
the way in regeneration which they went before in 
external profedion. 

Ahimaaz. True, my brother; and fo I have 
found it ; for after Joab had called and fent you 
with the tidings, I was grieved at it, though he told 
✓ me that I Jhould bear tidings another day , but then I 
had no tidings ready ; however, I importuned him 
again to let me run after you , but he refufed ; but 
I wearied him with my importunity until he faid , 
Run ; fo I fet off by the way of the plain, and fo 
outrun you. 2 Sam. xviii. 18 to 23. 

Cufhi. Ah, that is often the cafe now- a-days ; 
there are many that run before they are fent; and 
if one takes the path of tribulation , and the other 
the way of the plain , no wonder if the latter, in the 
judgment of men, outruns the former. But in the 
eyes of the Lord it is not fo, — there are laft that 
Jhall be fir ft, and firft laft ; fo many are called by the 
gofpel, but few chofen of God , and fewer dill to 
bear tidings. Matt. xx. 16. The race , fays the wife 
man, is not to the fwift , nor the battle to the ftrcng. 
Eccl. ix. 11. Many a wife man has midook the 
road, and milled the mark, while the fool has not 
erred in the path , Ifa. xxxv. 8 ; and when the great 
fpoil was divided, the lame have took the prey. Ifa. 
xxxiii. 23. 
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But pray what were the chief motives that fo 
flrongly induced you to bear tidings ? for the man 
who waits for tidings in the field of battle is in 
imminent danger, nor is he in lefs danger when he 
runs with tidings, for he is expofed to the arrows 
of every fcouting party. 

Ahimaax. I have often obferved that when the 
citizens of Zion have fet a watchman upon their 
■walls, to obferve the approach of an enemy to their 
liberties, or an ambafllidor of peace ; if the latter 
has appeared, as foon as the watchman lifted up his 
voice , and gave the watch-word , I fa. lii. 8, the citi- 
zens would immediately climb upon the walls, and 
when they faw the meflenger gain the fummit of 
an hill, they would cry out, How beautiful upon 
the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good 
tidings , that publifheth peace, that bringeth good tidings 
of goody that publifjeth falvation ; that faith unto 
Zion, Thy God r eigne th, 11 a. lii. 7 ; and as foon as 
he drew nigh the walls, the porter would open the 
door with fuch joy to fee him, and cry out, Come in, 
thou blejjed of the Lord , why ftandejl thou without ? 
Gen. xxiv. 3 1. And as foon as he came in, all the 
inhabitants of the city would flock round him from 
every quarter, to hear what the tidings were ; and 
while he has flood publifhing them, fome would 
fmile, others weep, lome triumph, and fome could 
hardly keep audience for joy ; and when he has 
ended his oration, fome have wept over him, others 
thanked God for fending him, others wifiring to hear 
the fame tidings over again ; and, to be fnort, all 
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thofe that prized their liberties have ffiowered the 
bleffings of heaven upon his head. Indeed fome 
few, that knew not what a citizen’s liberties were 
worth, have gone away railing at the meffenger and 
his mefTage both ; but the citizens who were free 
men have followed them up with fuch fharp rebukes, 
and have fo judified wifdom's meffenger and mejfage > 
that they have fkulked away with a fallen counte- 
nance, like thofe who once accufed the adulterous 
woman before the Great Meffiah . 

By thefe obfervations I clearly faw that there was 
a double honour belonging to the office ; and I have 
fecretly envied the meffienger, and coveted the ho- 
nour of his holy calling. Thefe were my motives ; 
and I thought with myfelf thus : — My father is a 
pried, — I have good learning, and can fpeak with 
a more audible voice than he, and have fublime 
expreffions at command to convey tidings, — and 
who more fit than I ? 

Cujhi. Ah, my brother, but there is a power 
that attends a real tidings- bearer which no audible 
voice can command ; the power is of the Meffiah, 
and not of us ; and thefe that honour him he will 
honour . i Sam. ii. 30. 

Ahimaaz. Bleffied be God I know that now; 
but, as I before obferved, thefe were my motives ; 
and as I knew the citizens of Mahanaim would all 
be longing for tidings, I was determined to get their 
praife ; therefore I drove to outrun you, though I 
fweat for it, 
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Cujhi. And when you came to the city, pray 
what did you fay ? 

Ahimaaz . Oh, I made a poor tale of it; The 
king [aid , Is the young man Ahfalom fafe? and I an- 
swered, When Jcah fent the king's Jervant , and me 
thy Jervant , 1 Saw a great tumult , / knew not 

what it was . 2 Sam. xviii. 29. 

Cujhi. And pray how did the citizens receive 
you, my friend ; did they exult and triumph, and 
blefs your feet for bringing good tidings ? 

Ahimaaz. No, far from it; their feeing me run 
fo fad raifed their expectation very high ; and the 
watchman crying out, The running oj the foremoft is 
like the running of Ahimaaz, the fon of Zadok, 2 Sam. 
xviii. 27, raifed it (till higher, fo that they expeCted 
good tidings, and an eloquent oration from the fon 
of the feer. But, alas, ail their expectations were 
cut off, and their very countenances were ex- 
preffive of the effects of their ftarving disappoint- 
ment ; my falfs gift , of which I had hoojted , was 
(as whilom fays) a cloud and wind without rain , 
Prov. xxv. 14; and fo the citizens found it, for 
they got neither refrefhment nor hope from my 
tidings. 

Cujhi. But I fuppofe you thought that you fhould 
cut a figure among them when you fct off, did you 
not? < 

Ahimaaz. O yes, that I did ; for I thought the 
very word tidings, and a few encomiums put upon 
the king, would be enough to fet all the citizens 
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in an ecftafy ; for I had obferved in the tidings of 
others, that many praifes on the king were intro- 
duced, therefore I was determined not to leave 
thefe out. 

Cujhi, And did you cry out tidings, and praife 
the king ? 

Ahimaaz . You may be fure that I tried to 
mimick others as well as I could ; I made a 
great outcry, I bowed my knees, and I praifed the 
king : I called out and Jaid to the king , All is well ; 
and I fell down to the earth on my face before the 
king , and faid , Blefj'ed be the Lord thy God , which 
hath delivered up the men that lifted up their hand 
againft my lord the king . 2 Sam. xviii. 28 ; but 
when they began to enquire into particulars, I was 
obliged to tell them that I faw a great tumult , but 
I knew not what it was, 2 Sam. xviii. 29. 

Cujhi. And fuppofe any of the citizens had 
afked you who fent you, what fhould you have 
faid to them ? 

Ahimaaz . Had that been the cafe, 1 could not 
have anfwered them at all, for indeed I was not 
fent; I only got leave ofjoab to run after you, when 
indeed my intent was to run before you, and that 
only for the fake of applaufe. 

Cufii. The man that bears tidings, ought to 
fhew both his mifion and commijfion ; and if the 
citizens are iatisfied with thefe, they will fhew him 
refpedl:, and give him audience too, whether his 
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tidings be difagreeable or pleafing. How wouldefl 
thou have a£ted if they had fcrutinized thy know- 
ledge of heraldry and war, by afking thee what 
banners were difplayed ? Ifa. xiii. and whar jiandards 
were Jet up? Ifa. xhx iz ; who difcovered their va- 
lour? 2 Tim iv. 7 ; and who their cowardice ? Pfal. 
lxxviii. 9 ; what perfons delerted, and who came 
over to the king’s Jlandard ? Ifa Ixii. io ; what 
flandard-bearer fainted? Ifa.x. 18 ; who flood it out ? 
i Cor. xvi. 13 i and who firft broke their ranks? Joel 
ii- 7 » who were taken prifoners, how many wounded, 
Adis ii. 37, and how many flain ? 

Ahimaaz . All this I thought nothing about ; I 
cried out, All is well 3 dropped upon my knees, 
and praifed the king in God’s name 3 and I thought 
that would do. 

But I was much abafhed to fee how the citizens 
looked at me *, I appeared as a mere impoflor con- 
founded before them, and fome of them whifpered 
together, faying. What could tempt him to run, 
fweating at that rate, with the empty found of All 
is well in his mouth, when he knows nothing of the 
matter ? 

Cujhi. And pray what faid the king to thee ? 

Ahimaaz . He frowned upon me, and put me 
to the blulh before the loyalifts, by telling me to 
give this man place (namely you). He fternly faid 
unto me, furn afide y and ftand here ; and I turned 
afide 3 and flood ftilL % Sam. xviil 30, 
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Cujhi. Thou art not the firft afpiring character 
that has been put lower in the prefence of the prince , 
whom thine eyes have feen . Prov. xxv. 7. 

Ahimaaz. I allure you, my brother, that my 
pride was much hurt at it, my confequence much 
demolifhed, and I have been fully convinced fince, 
that more than an audible voice is wanted in thofe 
that bear tidings. And, indeed, from that time I 
found my falfe zeal abate, and my love to the king 
wax cold 3 and no wonder, when I only followed 
him to gain a name, and get applaufe ; and ex- 
pedled him to encourage me in my pride. 

Cufhi . And did this affair put a final flop to 
your defire of appearing in that character ? 

Ahimaaz. No 3 I ran with the words, All is well , 
in my mouth after that. 

But that which put a final flop to my running 
was, I had a fall upon a certain mountain, as you 
had on Mount Gilboa. Your barren foul lay there 
many days (you fay), without either dew or rain ; 
but mine had never felt either. 

Cujhi. Pray where was you running, and what 
was the name of the mountain on which you fell ? 
Did you flumble upon one of the dark mountains ? 
Jer. xiii. 16. 

Ahimaaz. If I had, I Ihould not have known 
it, becaufe I had never been in the light . No 3 t 
was running from Mahanaim to Jerufalem, to carry 
the tidings of Abj atom's death , and the defeat of the 
rebels . The king did not fend me, nor was I fent 
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by any body elfc, but I ftole away ; for as I had 
met with a wretched difappointment before at Ma- 
hanaim, I was determined to try my luck again at 
Jerufalem ; but juft as I came to the village called 
Bethphage , at the mount of Olives , Markxi. i, and 
was afcending the next hill, down I came neck and 
heels. 

Cufioi . What, did you fall on the mount of 
Olives ? 

Ahimaaz. If I had, I fliould have been able to 
have got up again. No j it was the next mount 
to that, called the Mount of Corruption : and rightly 
named it is ; for there Solomon fell, and dole to it 
he raifed up all his abominable temples for idolatry, 
as you read. And the high places that were before 
Jerufalem, which were on the right hand of the 
Mount of Corruption , which Solomon (the king of 
Ifrael) had builded for Afhtoreth the abomination of 
the Zidonians , and for Chemcfh the abomination of 
the Moabites , and for Milcotn the abomination of 
the children of Ammon, did [Jofiah] defile , 2 Kings 
xxiii. 13. 

Cujhi. There never was above one man yet that 
found a way to Jerufalem, fo as entirely to efcape 
that mountain, for it ftands right before the city : 
and it is upon that mount that all the abominable 
Babels, vain towers, bafelefs caftles, and imaginary 
ftru&ures in the world have been reared. I believe 
that is the mount that bears up the whole fabric 
of iniquity ; it is a fpot that is barren of all good ; 
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no good fruit ever grows there. This the great 
Mefilah fhewed to his followers, when he curfed 
the fruitlejs fig-tree ; that tree was barren, and 
yet it grew almoft a quarter of a mile from that 
mount. 

Ahimaaz. They never could get the Mefliah to 
put his foot on that mount ; he kept clofe to the 
Mount of Olives, until he came to the foot of the 
Mount of Corruption ; and then he fent his fervants 
to fetch the afs ; and he rode all the reft of the way 
upon the garments of his followers; as it is written. 
And they brought the colt to Jefus , and caft their gar- 
ments on him ; and he fat upon him ; and many fpread 
their garments in the way. Mark xi. 7, 8. Perhaps 
this was done to ftiow them, that their filthy rags of 
felf-righteoufnefs , Ifa.xlvi.6, or their filthy garment s 9 
Zech. iii. 3, ought to be left at the foot of that 
mount, as more fit for the foot of an afs, than the 
ornament of a Chriftian. 

Cufhi . That is right, and you have hit the mark; 
the Saviour did nothing in vain. It was not without 
a caufe that he flopped at that mount, nor did he 
curfe the fruitlefs fig-tree, mount the afs, or ride 
on the clothes of his followers, for nothing. But I 
fuppofe you learnt fomething by your fall ; that 
is, you had fome ftrange fenfations, and found 
yourfelf too much difabled to run with tidings, did 
you not ? 

Ahimaaz. Indeed I did ; for I never knew what 
the fall of Adam meant, till I fell on that mount ; 
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nor did I form any true idea of corruption till I 
Humbled on that mount myfelf 3 for I thought I 
fell from all hope of mercy ; I felt myfelf the bafeft 
mortal in all the world 3 my beauty and felf-fuf- 
Hciency all vaniHied, and I thought the mount and 
myfelf were both of a piece, for all ray comelinsfs 
was turned into corruption , and I retained no firength 
[for bearing tidings]. Dan. x. 8. 

Cu/hi. Then I fuppofe you could hardly credit 
your own tidings, I mean, that all was well , “ nor 
yet praife the king, as ufual 

sthimaaz. Indeed I found neither love to the 
king nor to the loyalifts 3 I was all enmity as well 
as corruption. 

Cu/hi. You was more fit to carry tidings then, 
than ever you had been before : I fuppofe you 
found yourfelf in a fine pickle 3 pray who helped 
you up ? 

Ahimaaz. Indeed, if I had been fent with tidings 
then, they would have been heavy tidings, and con- 
fequently I fliould not have run fo fait. 

There apneared to me a man with a fhinincr 
countenance, and afked me what country I was of? 

I told him I was not a countryman, but a citizen 
of Jerufalem, and the fon of a certain pried:. He 
replied, I did not afk after your defcent, but vour 
refidence; if you are a citizen of jerufalem, there 
is a fountain opened for the inhabitants of that city 
for fn and for uncleannefs. Zech. xiii. 1. I told 
him that I could not Hand. He anlwerea. Let the 
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weak fay , ftrong. Joel iii. io. But I replied, 

I cannot fee. He anfwered, I bring the blind by a 
way that they know net . Ifa. xlii. 1 6. I fell into a 
kind of a gloomy trance, and was infenfibly con- 
veyed to a fountain which my mind had fome 
glimmering views of : and I found myfelf, in three 
days after, before Mount Calvary, clothed, be- 
calmed, cleanfed, in perfect peace, and in my right 
mind : but what I faw there, and what I felt, I 
ihall never be able to deferibe ; nor how this 
amazing change was wrought, Ihall I ever be able 
rightly to relate ; for 1 foon found that all my elo- 
quence, and fublime ftyle, were entirely inefficient 
to relate or reprefen t fo divine an operation, and 
fo glorious a change. 

Cujhi. But did you not run to fome of the 
king’s mefiengers, and tell them the vifion ? 

Ahimaaz. Yes; and in this I a£ted like Daniel, 
I was ajlonijhed at the vifion , but none underfiood it. 
Dan. viii. 27. 

Cujhi. But did none laugh at it, nor rail againft 
it? 

Ahimaaz . Yes *, fome called me a myftic, fome 
a Sadducee, fome an enthufiaft, fome a fanatic, 
fome a Pythagorean, and others an Antinamian; 
but I knew no more what they meant by thefe 
names, than they did of my vifion. 

CuflA. It is very well you did not ; for they only 
called you by thefe names, being provoked to jea- 
loufy by your happinefs : they will take care not to 
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explain the meaning of thefe reproachful names, left 
they fhould appear applicable to themfelves. 

Ahimaaz. They feemed to me to be quite ftran- 
gers ' to the mount on which I fell, and indeed fo 
was I, till I tumbled upon it ; for I have often gone 
over it without feeling its dreadful efFefts. 

Cujhi. ‘Yes ; and fc have many more; but the 
great Mefliah, when he flood at the foot of the 
Mount of Olives, took particular notice of the 
Mount of Corruption. For, in the morning as they 
paffed by- , they Jaw the fig- tree dried up by the roots . 
And Peter calling to remembrance , faith unto him , 
Jvlafter , behold, the fig-tree which thou curjeclfi is 
withered away. And Jefius anfwering, faith unto them , 
Have faith in God. For verily I fay unto you, that 
whofoever jhall Jay unto this mountain [pointing to 
the Mount of Corruption, which was parted from 
the Mount of Olives by only a valley], Be thou 
removed , and be thou cafi into the Jea ; and jhall not 
doubt in his heart , but jhall believe that thofe things 
which he faith jhall come to pafs ; he jloall have 
whatfeever he faith. Mark xi. 21, 22, 23. 

Ahimaaz. If you fee any thing in the Mefilah’s 
words, my brother, I wifh you would explain them 
to me, as 1 am concerned in their meaning, and 
have not the leaft defire of fatisfying a vain 
curiofity. 

Cujhi. Depend upon it, my brother, that the 
Mefiiah never fpake or did any thing in vain. You 
fay you know what the Mount of Corruption means, 
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by woful experience ; if fo, , when the Saviour 
pointed to that mount in the fingular number, 
doubtlefs he meant the fins of men, and the guilt 
which they have contradted, both which go by the 
name of corruption ; and when he fays, faith floall 
remove it into the fea , he means, that thole who 
really believe in a reconciled God, through himfelf, 
fhall find the guilt, and deflroying power of their 
lins, and at laft the whole body of corruption 
removed for ever ; agreeable to this text, he will 
turn again, he will have companion upon us, he will 
Juhdue our iniquities , and thou wilt caft all their fins 
into the depths of the fea. Micah vii. 19. 

If we had faith enough to remove the Mount 
of Corruption, no mountain of difficulties would 
difcourage us, nor would mount Sinai itfelf ter- 
rify us. 

Ahimaaz . I believe you, my brother; for a 
man’s word: enemies are the corruptions of his own 
heart ; and I believe the main root of all is unbe- 
lief. If I had faith enough to pluck up unbelief, I 
could Jay to the Jy canine-tree (mentioned by the 
Meffiah), Be thou plucked up by the root, and be 
thou planted in the fea ; and it jhouid obey me. Luke 
xvii. 6. 

CuflA. It was that kind of tree that Zaccheus 
climbed up into , in order to fee the Saviour. Luke 
xix. 4. If he had climbed up into Ezekiel’s cedar, 
I believe the Meffiah would never have called him 
down, for that is to be a refuge for all fowls of 
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every whig. Ezek. xvii. 22, 23. But pray how did 
you fare among the meffengers of the king, after 
they had heard your vifion. 

Ahimaaz. Why, after all of them had treated 
me and my vifion with contempt, I began to think 
lightly of it myfelf, and fo gradually loft all the 
comfort of it. That which gave the greateft difguft 
to them was, my faying it was <c a fovereign and 
diferiminating a£l of God to bring me that way:” 
and fuch an a<ft it was to a demonftration, becaule 
I could find none that underftood it; but, blefied 
be God, I felt the comforts of it, nor do I believe 
the remembrance of it, nor the effetts of it, will 
ever be loft ; but the word fovereign feemed to 
give great offence among them, as if I would feign 
myfelf to be a fingular man ; when I only told them 
the dealings of God with myfelf, that they imight 
pafs their judgment on it, not doubting but they all 
had experienced the fame ; but as none of them had 
experienced the like, nor underftood the vifion, I 
took it for granted that there was fomething fingular 
in it. 

Cujhi. Every man muft (land by his own tefti- 
mony, that is yours, and you muft abide by it : he 
that would deprive you of it, without convincing 
you that you are wrong, is both a thief and a 
robber, and you are no better than Efau if you 
give it up. Hold faft that which thou haft , that no 
man take thy crown . Rev. iii. 11. 

Ahimaaz. I blefs God, the imprefiion and the 
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witnefs is dill left, though the joys of it are much 
abated, and the light of it much obfcured. 

For you muff know that l dropped into the old 
way of Jewifh worfhip again; and as I could find 
no man that underdood the vifion, but that all con- 
demned it, I foon got cold, until a late fit of fick- 
nefs fell to my lot, to which I reluctantly fubmitted : 
but before I recovered, I found fomething of that 
facred and delightful fire (which is fo defpifed) 
glow again in my heart ; and fince I have been able 
to go abroad, I have fpent the chief of my time in 
private, and enjoyed my comforts alone; and this 
is the fartheft journey that I have taken fince my 
recovery. This is the reafon that you fee me look 
fo poorly ; and I think that God fent you to me to 
caft a frefh light on this good work upon my foul, 
and I hope I Ihall ever bids God for thee, and for 
this happy feafon with thee. 

Cujhi. Indeed, my brother, it is my delightful 
element, to be of ufe to the fouls of my poor fellow- 
fmners ; and I do believe that God has differed me 
to meet with hard treatment, both from the world 
and from his own people alfo, that I might, as an 
inftrument in his hand, drop a word in feafon to 
others who may meet with the fame. And I would 
advife thee to aim chiefly at a private communion 
with the great Meffiah ; there is no feilowlkip (but 
with him) that will enable thee to die happy; and 
I hope thou wilt never find happinefs fhort of that, 
whilft thou lived. 
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Ahimaaz . Indeed, if a Chriftian has no accefs to 
his God, let him cut what figure he may in the 
world, his own foul is barren, nor does joy and 
peace in believing operate upon him. Thofe that 
called me a Pythagorean, becaufe I talked of a 
change wrought on my foul, feemed to be as far 
from enjoying God’s prefence as thofe who made 
no profeffion at all. 

Cujhi. Let men make what ftir they may about 
religion, if they have not the love of God in their 
hearts, they are dead. The Spirit fays, If a man 
hath all knowledge , and under ft and all myfteries , and 
Jpeak with the tongue of men and of angels , and hath 
not charity , it prefit eth him nothing, i Cor. xiii. 2, 3. 

And if ever a man be brought to love God, i t 
will be becaufe God hath pardoned his fin : This 
woman's fins were many , and they are forgiven her , 
and fhe loveth much ; but where little is forgiven the 
fame loveth little. Luke vii. 4 7. Love is therefore 
the biefied effect of pardon, or the confequence 
of it. 

Ahimaaz. O how wonderful is the enlarging, 
enfiaming, and attracting power of divine love on 
the foul ! it fwallows up all, and God is all in all 
to fuch an happy foul. But, alas, this love is little 
infilled on in our days ; indeed it is rather oppofed. 

Cuftji. He that labours only at the letter, is not 
a minifter of the Spirit, 2 Cor. iii. 6 ; nor does he 
exalt the kingdom of God, for that ftands not in 
wordy but in power . 1 Cor. iv. 20. 
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Ahimaaz. Pray what do you think of David’s 
ftrong affedtion for Abfalom ? David knew that he 
was not a good man ; nay, he was a rebel againft 
his father, and againft God, who anointed him ; 
and he -that oppofed David’s kingdom, oppofed the 
kingdom of the Meffiah, for that was included in 
it, and prefigured by it. Abfalom could be no 
type of the Mefliah, who is called the fruit of 
David's body. 

Cufhi . The great Meffiah is th^ father of all 
flefh by creation, as David was of his own family, 
which confided of bad and good. Have we not all 
one father ? hath not one God created us ? Mai. ii. io. 
But in an efpecial manner he is the everlafting 
father of all his fpiritual children. Ifa. ix. 6. Ab- 
falom was David’s fon after the flefh, though not 
a partaker of his father’s grace ; but Solomon, the 
beloved of the Lord y 2 Sam. xii. 24, was a partaker 
of his father’s grace, as well as a partaker of his 
nature. And David’s weeping over Abfalom, and 
crying out, O my fGn Abfalom , my fon , my fon , 2 Sam. 
xviii. 33 , may prefigure the fympathetic feelings of 
the Meffiah’s humanity for Ifrael : after the flefh, 
when he wept over Jerufalem, and faid, 0 Jeru - 
falem> Jerufalem. Matt, xxiii. 37.— Luke xix. 41. 

Ahimaaz. Poor David was much perplexed with 
hypocritical profeflors in his days; Joab was a 
bitter plague to him through all his reign, as well 
as Ahithophel. 

Cufhk 1 believe Joab prefigured every falfe leader 
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of the Lord’s faints ; and Ahithophel reprefented 
Judas i one you know hung himfelf as Judas did, 
and the other was killed at the foot of the altar, 
as many are, by the fword of juftice in a falfe 
profeflion. 

Ahimaaz . I have often wondered that Joab fhould 
fly for refuge to the horns of the altar. 

Cujhi. The altar typified the Saviour, who is 
a refuge for the diftrefied; and Joab might falfely 
conftrue the privileges that God granted to the 
manflayer •, but Joab’s crime was not manflaughter, 
for he killed Amafa with his J word while he was 
faffing of him , 2 Sam. xx. 9, 10 ; and Jo Jhed the 
Hood of war in peace . 1 Kings ii. 5. A wilful mur- 
derer has no benefit from the laws granted to the 
manflayer. God fays of fuch, < Thou flcalt take him 
from my altar . Exod. xxi. 14. Pray, my brother, 
have you ever heard of a man that goes by the 
name of Prodigality ? 

Ahimaaz . Yes, I think I havej he is one of a 
lingular character, if he be the perfon that I mean. 

Cujhi . Yes, he is ; and it is a name that he has 
affumed, becaufe its wretched fignification is fo ap- 
plicable to himfelf ; for, as he fays, he has been a 
prodigal from his childhood, and a defperate rebel 
againft Chrift under it. 

Ahimaaz. Why he has a&ed as Naomi did, who 
in a fit of unbelief fled from Bethlehem to Moab, 
in order to fecure her property, a famine then 
reigning in Ifrael but, inftead of faving all, fhe 
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loft all j for {he came home childlefs, in widowhood 
and beggary ; (he had loft both her fons, her huf- 
band, and her property ; and then fhe calls herfelf 
Mara, and defires them to call her Naomi no 
more; hinting thereby, that what fhe had took 
pleafure in was gone, and bitternefs had fucceeded: 
For the Almighty hath dealt very bitterly with me. I 
went out full, and the Ford hath brought me home- 
again empty ; why then call ye me Naomi, feeing the 
Lord hath teftified againft me? Ruth i. ao, 21. 

Cujhi. She could fee that the hand of the Lord 
was gone out againft her, but fhe could not fee 
that her feet went out againft him. If there were 
no protection for her in Ifrael, fhe could not expert 
it in Moab. Thus the foolijhnefs of man pervert eth 

his way, and his heart fretteth againft the Lord. 
Prov. xix. j. 

Ahimaaz. Pray what countryman is this Pro- 
digalis ? I think I have heard that the Lord has 

called him by grace, if he be the man that I have 
heard of. 

Ciijhu I believe he was born within the walls of 
falvation, and is, as you have heard, called to the 
knowledge of the truth; he came of religious pa- 
rents, but he was a mod: wretched defpifer of reli- 
gion ; indeed, he is a lingular monument of mercy; 
he had a ftrong memory to contain what he heard, 
was a man of good underftanding in the Scriptures, 
and he had pious parents to copy after. But all 
thefe will not produce grace. Repentance unto 
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life is the gift of God it is in no man’s power to 
repent of himfelf, nor can a true penitent infufe re- 
pentance into another. Notwithftanding his hating 
of religion, he had many fevere checks of confci- 
ence at times, which he could not hide even from 
his parents ; they kept a ftri£t hand over him in a 
religious way, and made him attend them at public 
ordinances, though full fore againft his will. 

He was their only child, and I believe a child 
of many prayers and tears ; for the ftate of his foul 
lay with a perpetual weight on his parents, and I 
believe they travailed hard to fee (Thrift formed 
within him. 

Ahimaaz . If he was fo wickedly bent in heart, 
the more he knew of religion the greater was his 
fin ; men in a ftate of rebellion, with their heads 
fraught with religious knowledge, are like the 
renowned ones in the antediluvian world ; or like 
the Pharifees, who drew near to God with their 
lips, and honoured him with their tongues, while 
their hearts were far from him. 

His poor parents muft have grief enough to fee 
an only child fuch an enemy to God. Pray, did 
his parents live to fee their prayers anfwered in his 
cor-verfion ? I have no doubt but they were anfwered 
in their own hojom . 

Cufhi . Their prayers were wonderfully anfwered 
in their fon’s converficn, but they did not live to 
fee the pleafing fight. 

Ahimaaz. But is it not aftonifhing that a child 
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fhould difplay fuch a wretched bent to wickednefs, 
in the face of fo much piety, and pradlife it under 
the fevere Jafhes of a guilty confcience ? It is as if 
he was given up entirely to the devil, to fin in the 
open face of gofpel light. 

Cujhi. It is the eye of juftice darting his rays on 
the guilty confcience that alarms it, and keeps it 
awake : the devil finding this, he cannot get fuch 
a foul intc^a ftate of carnal fecurity, the ftrong man 
cannot keep pojfejfion of fuch a palace in peace ; there- 
fore, he ftirs up the enmity of the mind to oppofe 
and refill the light; he blows up heat and paflion, 
and when he can get fuch an one to fin, it is in a 
defperate way, that he may fink the poor foul in 
defpair, and fo overwhelm him with guilt and 
horror. The eye of juftice is as terrible to Satan, 
and his dark kingdom, as it was to Pharaoh and 
his hoft at the Red Sea. The devil hates the light 
of truth ; hence it is that he fo often ftirs up the 
carnal mind of finners to hate thofe that Ions for 
their falvation ; the light of truth difcovers the 
finner’s ftate, and Satan’s works, which he cannot 
endure. When our Lord fent his difciples out to 
fpread the true light, Satan, with all his counter- 
feited luftre, funk down and Ikulked into his own 
infernal lhade : 1 Jaw Satan as lightning fall from 
heaven . Luke x. 18. This being the cafe, the 
devil is obliged to a£t with awakened confcience 
as the highwayman does with the fearful traveller, 
do his bufinefs in hafte, and be defperate in it. 

H 3 Ahimaaz . 
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Ahimaaz . I almoft wonder that our benign Be- 
nefactor did not indulge the pious parents of this 
poor finner with the pleafing fight of his converfion 
before their deceafe, as you know it muft have 
greatly excited their gratitude to God 5 and the 
Lord fays, He that offer eth me praife glorifieth me. 

Cujhi. The Lord is a fovereign, and doth as 
he pleafes 3 yet feveral reafons may be afligned 
why the Lord did not thus indulge them : Firft, 
As he was their only child, I think he engrofied 
too much of their affections : Secondly, They gave 
him too much indulgence in his childhood, which 
his rebellion requited them for : Thirdly, Their 
travailing hard in prayer for him, brought many 
blefiings on their own louls, and ferved as a fpur 
to their devotions, under which they ripened for 
glory : and, laftly. His cruel requital to his parents 
helped forward his convictions, when God brought 
in his bill and laid him under a divine arreft. 

. Ahimaaz. The converfion of this man affords 
a deal of encouragement to praying parents 3 and I 
believe it is right for believers to perfevere in prayer 
for their children, notwithftanding the difcourage- 
ments that they often meet with 3 and, indeed, the 
Meffiah fpoke a whole parable to this end, that 
men ought always to pray , and not to faint . 

Cujhi. We ought to pray for them, and muft 
leave the event to God 3 they that Jow in tears J hall 
reap in joy. Many prayers and tears have been 
fcattered about a throne of grace, that have been 
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anfwered afterwards in a Jhower of blejfmgs. Ezek* 
xxxiv. 26. And much feed hath been fown in 
Tinners hearts, that for a while may feem to lie 
dormant, but afterwards it fheweth itfelf, And he 
faid , So is the kingdom of God , as if a man jhculd 
caft feed into the ground , and foould fleep> and rife , 
night and day , and the feed foould fpring and grow up> 
he knoweth not how. For the earth hringeth forth 
fruit of h erf elf ^firft the blade , then the ear > after that 
the full corn in the ear . Mark iv. 2 6, 27, 28. 

Ahimaaz . Pray how old was the youth when his 
parents died ? Were they people of property ? Did 
they leave him any thing ? 

Cufhi. I believe he was about fifteen years of 
age at the death of his father, who left him an 
apprentice to an attorney at law, and left him with 
a very confiderable property ; but he foon fpent it, 
when he got it into his own hands, which I do not 
wonder at, for as the old people were dotingly 
fond of him, they were perpetually endeavouring 
to fave what they could, in order to leave him in 
great pofieflions ; and, if I am rightly informed, 
their anxiety in this matter was their fin; and for 
my part, I do believe that whatfoever people get 
for their children, with an unwarrantable anxiety, 
fo as to clofe the bowels of liberality to all but 
their own offspring, do greatly diftionour God by 
a vifible diftruft of his providence ; and in reality 
they entail a curfe upon all that they leave; and 
perhaps this was the reafon why they had fuch 
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ftrong bands in their death. God will purge the 
foul that he faves from fin, if it be by fire. 

Ahimaaz. Their putting their fon out appren- 
tice to an attorney (a bufinefs in which it is im- 
poflible for a man to live, and keep a good con- 
fcience towards God), and their carefulnefs after 
this world’s goods, gives me room to fufpedt that 
divinity never made a very deep impreffion upon 
their fouls \ for he that drinketh of the living wa- 
ter that the Saviour gives lhall never thirft [after 
the riches of this life]. But the water that I Jloall 
give him Jhall be in him a well of water fpringing 
up into ever lafiing life. John iv. 13, 14. Pray did 
you know them, or do you go by report ? 

Cujhi . I have feen them, but had no acquain- 
tance with them $ though they are reported to be 
Angularly pious, yet I know it is not all gold that 
fhines, nor are they all maids that pafs for fuch, 
and wear white aprons. I know the beft of faints 
are burdened with the remains of corrupt nature, 
which, at times, has broke out and left its fpots in 
the brighteft charadters, as inceft in Lot, excefs 
in Noah, adultery in David, and blafphemy in 
Peter ; yet there are fome fins that they ftand clear 
of, I mean fuch as are real partakers of the Holy 
Ghoft. 

Ahimaaz. Pray, my brother, what are thole 
fins that you fuppofe every infpired foul to (land 
free from ? For my part I would wifh to {land for 
ever free from all 5 for it is the death of all real 
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comfort, as well as a great difhonour to God, and 
a fweet morfel to them that eat up the fin of God’s 
people. 

Cujhi. I think there are two fins which are not 
found in the dark catalogue of any gracious cha- 
racter in the Bible. One fin is what the law calls 
prefumptioit , Num. xv. 30 ; which David calls the 
great tranfgreffion , Pfalm xix. 13 ; which John calls 
the fin unto death , 1 John v. 16 j but Chrift calls it 
the unpardonable fin . Matt. xii. 3 r. 

The other fin is covetoufnefs ; for this fin God 
was wroth with Ifrael and fmote him, and of this 
he promifes to heal him . Ifaiah Ivii. 17, 18. Paul 
calls it the root of all evil , 1 Tim. vi. 10, and 
idolatry , Col. iii. 5, which the Saviour calls thefer- 
vice of mammon , Matt. vi. 24, and pronounces a 
wo on all fuch fervants. Luke vi. 24, 25. To the 
bed of my knowledge, I do not remember that 
ever daring prefumption , and the love of money , are 
once filed among any of the bills that God hath 
brought in againft a real citizen of Zion; his cha- 
racter excludes both thefe, Pfalm xv. Thefe are 
the two fins againft which David levels the force 
of his prayers, Keep back thy fervant from prefump- 
tuous fins. Pfalm v xix. 13. Incline my heart unto thy 
tejlimonies , and not to covetoufnefs. Pfalm cxix. 36. 
Both thefe are the devil's own marks, and I defy 
the world to prove them to be marks of a faint ; 
wherever we find any thus marked, we may fay, 
They have corrupted them] elves \ their fpot is not 
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ihefpot of the children [of God]; they are a perverfe 
and crooked generation, Deut, xxxii. 5. 

Ahimaaz. I have often wondered why Paul calls 
the loye of money the root of all evil . The apoftle 
feems 10 intimate, that one fingle root is fufficient 
to produce the whole crop of wickednefs : I won- 
der what he makes the root of all godlinefs to be ? 

Cujhi . The root of all vital godlinefs is the love 
of God, operating on the afredtions of a regenerate 
foul ; and this Jove is fhed abroad in our hearts by 
the Holy Ghoft, which is given umo us : this is 
Paul’s root, Be ye rooted and grounded in love. 
Eph. iii. 17. Job tells you, this root of the mat- 
ter was found in him, as was before hinted ; and 
falfe profeffors not having this root in them , is the 
caufe of their withering away . Matt. xiii. 6. 

Thefe two roots are clearly feen in the ten 
commandments ; for that which is therein required 
is, love to God and thy neighbour; and he that 
loveth God and his neighbour hath fulfilled the 
law. Love worketh no ill to his neighbour ; there- 
fore love is the fulfilling of the law. Rom. xiii. 10. 
As love includes all obedience to the law ; fo co- 
vetoufnefs includes all difobedience. Thou Jhalt 
not covet. Exod. xx. 17. I had not known fin but by 
the law : for 1 had not known luft , except the law had 
Jaidy Thou Jhalt not covet. Rom. vii. 7. 

Ahimaaz. By the apoftle’s galling the love of 
money a root, it mull take a^deep hold in man ; 
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and if fo, nothing but the grace of God can root 

it up. 

Cujhi . Salvation, applied to the Tinner’s con- 
ference by the Spirit of grace, will do it, and no- 
thing elfe. There was a man named Zaccheus , who 
was chief among the publicans, and he was rich . 
And he fought to fee Jefus who he was . And he 
ran before , and climbed upon into a fyc amor e-tree. 
But Jefus faid unto him , Zaccheus , make hafie , and 
come down , for to-day I muft abide at thy houfe » 
And when they [the Lord’s followers] Jaw it, they 
all murmured, faying, That he was gone to be gueft 
to a man that is a finner. And Zaccheus food, and 
faid unto the Lord, Behold, Lord, the half of my 
goods I give to the poor ; and if I have taken any 
thing from any man by falfe accufation, I reftore him 
four -fold. And Jefus faid unto him. This day is Jal - 
vation come to this houfe, forafmuch as he alfo is a 
Jon of Abraham . Luke xix. 2 — -9. Thus the pre- 
fence of the Lord, and his falvation, applied by the 
fpirit of grace, opens the contra&ed bowels of a 
worldling, and makes him difgorge half his pro- 
perty at once. This fhews the purging quality of 
grace : Every branch in me that beareth fruit my 
Father purgeth it. John xv. 1. If a chofen veffel 
hath fwallozved down riches [when grace is reveal- 
ed] it makes him vomit them up again : God Jhall 
caft them out of his belly. Job xx. 15. 

Ahimaaz. Excufe my breaking in upon your 
difeourfe, which I fhould not have done, but I 
7 think 
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think you are wrong in excluding covetoufnefs 
from the fins of bible faints. You know we are 
all fallible creatures, and liable to err ; I think 
the church of the Laodiceans is charged with co- 
vetoufnefs, and that in exprefs terms, Becaufe thou 
fay eft-, I am rich , and increafed with goods , and have 
need of nothing . Rev. iii 17. 

Cujhi . I do not pretend to infallibility ; that be- 
longs to God : nor do I deny what you fay of the 
Laodicean church ; I take it for granted that there 
were fome real faints in that church ; but thole 
whom the Saviour’s charge concerned, are faid to 
be altogether ignorant of their Hate. [Thou] know- 
eft not , that thou art wretched , and miferable, and 
poor, and blind , and naked . Rev. iii. 17. Jf thefe 
covetous profeflbrs were ignorant, wretched, mi- 
ferable, poor, blind, and naked, they were as def- 
titute of grace as ever Judas was; and if they 
were not gracelefs, they would not /land in need of 
being courjelled to buy of the Saviour gold tried in 
the fire that they might be rich : and white raiment 
that they might be clothed , and that the Jhame of 
their nakednefs might not appear ; and to anoint 
their eyes with eye-falve, that they might fee. Rev. 
iii. 18. 

The love of money, the root of all evil, can 
never be rooted in a foil where the love of God 
keeps a proper hold ; it is a fin that hell itfelf will 
never purge a foul from, any more than the fight 
of a gallows will dellroy the love of evil in a felon 
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who is going reluCtantly to receive, at the hand of 
juftice, the dreadful wages of unrighteoujnefs . Rom. 
vi. 23. 

Mammon , that fallen angel, has been in the 
horrors of hell nigh fix thoufand years, yet, to 
this day, he tempts thoufands to covetoufnefs, 
and thoufands are influenced with his difpofition ; 
vea, they ferve him with delight, and are in friend- 
fhip with him, though Chrift declares, that when 
they fail of heaven, they fhall fpend an eternity 
with him in hell. And I Jay unto you, make to your- 
[elves friends of the mammon of unrighteoujnefs , that 
when ye fail , they may receive you into everlafting 
habitations . Luke xvi. 10. Be not offended at my 
afierting that hell itfelf will not purge a foul from 
fin ; hell is not intended to be a place of purgation, 
as fome affirm, but a place of punifhment. 2 Theflf. 
i, 9. 

Ahimaaz. Well, I cannot contradict thee, my 
brother ; but do let me hear a little of the conver- 
fion of Prodigalis ; for I can take comfort in the 
repentance of a finner, but to hear of their wicked- 
nefs is rather a terror to me. 

Cufhi. So can I ; and am determined, through 
grace, to labour hard as long as I live to be in- 
ftrumental, if God pleafe, in bringing finners to 
repentance. After Mr. Prodigalis had wafted all 
his lubftance with riotous living, he became me- 
lancholy, his paft conduCl began to recoil on his 
mind with the fenfible imprefiions of guilt; this 

quenched 





( no ) 

quenched his popular {pirit, and reduced his vigo- 
rous faculties to the gloomy recedes of filent foli- 
tude. Retirement belt fuited the melancholy 
frame of his mind; he abandoned all company, 
and chofe to wander in the mod dreary paths, as 
judging himfelf unfit for fociety. In one of his 
folitary walks he was infenfibly brought into a 
gloomy vale, where he was led in a vifion to fee 
the true ftate of his foul in the fight of God, 
This valley can only be feen in a vifion : — The 
hand of the Lord was upon me, and carried me out in 
the Spirit of the Lord , and fet me down in the midft 
of the valley which was full of dry hones y and caufed 
me to pafs by them round about ; and, behold, there 
were very many in the open valley *, and, lo, they were 
very dry , And he faid unto me. Son of man , can 
thefe bones live P Ezek. xxxvii. i, 2, 3. In this 
valley he faw his awful ftate ; it was imprefled upon 
his mind that the valley reprefented the fall of man, 
or the finner s low eft ate. Pfalm cxxxvi. 23. The 
bones reprefented death, the trophies of fin and 
Satan, Rom. v. 12 ; and their being very dry, ex- 
hibited the barren and fruitlefs ftate of a foul in 
the fight of God, which is compared here to dry 
bones, and by the prophet Ifaiah to dry ground , 
Ifa. xliv. 3, which reprefents the foul to be dead, 
without any affeftion to God, and without any 
motion toward him. 

Ahimaaz . Indeed that is the true ftate of a finner 
before he be quickened by the Holy Ghoft; he 
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is under the fentence of the law, and under the 
fentence of his own confidence; as John declares. 
He that believes not is condemned already . John iii. 

1 8 . He is fubverted , and finneth , being condemned of 
himfelf Tit. iii. ir. And with refpeft to life or 
motion toward God, he hath none ; as the Apoftle 
witnefieth, You hath he quickened who were dead in 
trefpajfes and ftns> Eph. ii. i ; and I believe the Sa- 
viour meant this when he faid to one of his dif- 
ciples, Let the dead bury their dead , but go thou 
and preach the kingdom of God; certainly he 
meant, let thofe that are dead in trefpafies and fins 
bury thofe that departed this life in their fins, or 
in an unpardoned ftate. 

Cujhi . What you have faid is true ; man, fallen 
man, is dead in law, and under the fentence of it, 
and fpiritually dead to God, deftitute of all good, 
either feeling, affe&ion, or motion; and as he 
daily heaps up fin upon fin, fo treafuring up wrath 
againft the day of wrath. The feriptures reprefent 
him as buried in his own trangreffions. Yhen he 
faid unto me , Son of man> thefe bones are the whole 
houfe of Ifrael ; behold , they fay , Our bones are dried \ 
and our hope is loft : we are cut off for our parts • 
therefore prophefy, and fay unto them , Yhus faith 
the Lord Gody Beheld , O my people , I will open your 
graves , and caufe you to come up out of your graves , 
and bring you into the land of Ifrael. And ye Jhall 
know that I am the Lord , when I have opened your 
graves y 0 my people , and brought you up out of your 
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graves , and pall put my fpirit in you, and ye pall 
live , and I pall place you in your own land then 
pall ye know that I the Lord have fpoken it, and 
performed it, faith the Lord . Ezek. xxxvii. n — 14. 
Thus, my dear brother, you fee the low eft ate of 
man , reprefented by this valley ; his fpiritual death 
by the bones \ his fpiritual death , I fay, for thefe 
men were not literally dead ; the barrennefs of his 
foul, while in an hopclefs (late, is reprefented by 
the drynefs of the hones s and the tranfgreffions that 
his foul is involved in, by the graves ; and his 
fpiritual refurredtion is by the power of God — 
1 will bring you up out of your graves', and the 
quickening of his dead foul is done by the Spirit — 
I pall put my fpirit in you, and ye pall live. 

Ahimaaz . I blefs God that ever I met with 
thee. The Lord has given thee a bleffed talent 
for opening the fcriptures. You have made this 
matter very plain to me. Let the free-wilier boaft 
of his will and power as much as he will, God in 















r 

Hi 



■ \ 



that vifion reprefents man deftitute of both and 
a foul dead to God, and buried in his own tranf- 
grefiions, can do no more toward his own fpiritual 
refurredtion than a dead corpfe can do toward the 
refurredtion of the body. God fays he brings them 
out of their graves, and he puts his fpirit in them ; 
no call for this if a man hath will and power fuf- 
ficient of his own. To the power of God, and the 
fpirit of his grace, is afcribed the quickening and 
converfion of every faint in the Bible ; but not 
one infpired penman in all God’s book ever boafled 
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of his natural will or power, or ever attributed any 
thing that accompanies falvation to either, but to- 
the fovereign will and omnipotent power of God^ 
only. * : ^ ' 

Cujhi . Why you begin to talk like an orthodox 
divine j that is a found fpeech that cannot he con- 
demned. Tit. ii. 8. 

A' free-wilier can no more raife himfelf up, and 
go to the Saviour by his own power, than a dead 
corpfe can raife itfelf out of the grave and go to 
the judgment feat. It requires more power to 
quicken and raife up a dead foul to fpi ritual life, 
than it does to raife up a dead body. The moul- 
dered duff will make no more refiftante than the 
pafiive earth did while God formed Adam ; but the 
rebellious foul will refill to the lad •, like a defperate 
criminal under fentence, it will kill or be killed. 

No fooner does the eye of juftice dart a ray on 
the guilty confcience, but, like the Egyptians, he 
flies. The Lord looked upon the hoft of the Egyptians 
through the pillar of fire,fo that the Egyptians faid. 
Let us flee. Exod. xiv. 24, 25. Thus the finner 
rebels againft the light . Job xxiv. 13. He that 
doeth evil hateth the light , neither cometh he to the 
light , left his deeds Jhould he reproved. John Hi. 20. 
Here is the flrong oppofnion from the enmity of 
the mind ; the poor fleeping dull of the body will 
never make this refinance. When the Lord fpeak- 
eth. Earth, difclofe your blood , and no more cover your 
flain, Ifa. xxvi. 21, it is done ; they j hall move out of 
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their holes like worms of the earth . Micah vii. 17. 
Here is no more refiftance than what the power of 
the worm reprefents. But when God comes to raife 
a dead foul, not only the underftanding Ikulks from 
the light, but every faculty is engaged in the oppo- 
fition. Let God give a pofitive command, and 
he receives an anfwer pregnant with the utmoft 
refentment. Son, go work to-day in my vineyard . He 
anfwer ed, and faid, I will not . Matt. xxi. 28, 29. 
Let a minifter reprefent the excellency and fuitable- 
nefs of a Saviour, and the anfwer is, He hath no 
form nor comelinefs , and when we fee him , there is no 
beauty that we Jhould defire him . lfa. liii. 2. Thus 
the carnal underftanding ftiuns the rays of light, 
the mind difcovers its enmity, the will expreffes 
the utmoft refentment, and the affections are alto- 
gether alienated from God, and fixed upon one 
idol or other 5 fome dote on pleafure, others on 
wealth, others upon honour, others upon human 
learning, and all upon fin. Not one thought for 
God, until an almighty power take it prifoner, and 
by love make it a willing captive. Our weapons are 
not carnal , but jnighty , through God, to bring into 
captivity every thought to the obedience of Chrifi . 
2 Cor. iv. 5. 

Ahitnaaz . Why, this is God’s teftimony of hu- 
man frailty, and what every eminent faint in the 
bible has confeffed and confirmed, by the long cata- 
logue of their own finful weakneffes. But is it not 
amazing that men will daringly give the teftimony 
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of God and his faints the lie, by crying up the will 
and power of fallen man, to believe, to come, and 
to clofe in with the Saviour ? 

CuJhL As for the Saviour, they ought to leave 
him quite out of the queftion. If man is not 
fallen, there is no call for help •, if he be not dead, 
there is no need of the gift of eternal life •, if man 
has a will, no call for God to make him willing; 
if he has a power of his own, no call for a divine 
power to be put forth ; and if he be not loft, no 
call for falvation by grace : but, alas ! they are like 
the Roman catholics, whofe hearts may be com- 
pared to a field of battle, where pride and con- 
fcience are at war all the year round. Afk a papift 
how he is to be juftified ? Pride anfwers, By works. 
Afk if he can keep the law ? The anfwer is. Yes ; 
and gave it an obedience that exceeds the command, 
even works of fupererogation, more than the law 
requires. Afk confcience what fhe thinks of juftifi- 
cation and acceptance with God by fuperabound- 
ing works; and her anfwer will be this, You muft 
judge of our heart by our actions. If we thought 
that our works would juftify us, and bring in God 
himfelf a debtor to us (as we talk), we fhould not 
be at the pains of praying to thirty or forty medi- 
ators and interceffors ; nor fhould we buy pardons 
and abfolutions, nor give fuch large fums to trading 
priefts to pray us out of hell when we are dead ; 
you would hear nothing of this if all were right 
within; therefore you muft judge of our faith by 
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thefe fruits, juft fo it is with an Arminian ; let 
eofcfoience gripe him* and he talks of righteoufnefs 
of Chrift and free grace; but if a fewxlead works 
make confcience lie quiet, then pride and felfwill 
contradidt all that confcience laid : this appears 
throughout all their writings. Thus they rebel in 
the face of truth, and oppofe the verdidt and fenr- 
tence of theii own thoughts and confcience.'; It 
requires a greater power to raife a dead foul to the 
life of faith, than to raife a dead body to life and 
adlion. - . - - .v. 

'Lazarus, come forth 1 The command was in- 
ftantly obeyed, though the body was fettered with 
a winding- fheet. He that was dead came forth bound 
hand and foot with grave clothes , and his face was 
bound about with a napkin. John xi* 43, 44. 

Hhimaaz. According to your account of popery 
and Arminianifm, which you feem to view as one 
fyftem, they are under the fame conteft that Nico- 
demus was his confcience told him that Jefus was 
the great Mefliah ; this he owned. We believe that 
thou art a teacher come from God, for no ?nan do the 
miracles that thou doeft , except God be with him. And 
yet his pride oppofed his confcience ; Have any of the 
rulers believed on him ? and if I go to him for tuition, 
what becomes of my infallibility and reputation ? 
Thus he ftands at the ftrait gate, and his own 
pride made the ftrait. Had he obeyed the Voice of 
the inward teftimony that the Saviour’s miracles 
produced, without confulting his reputation, he 

would 
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would have been removed out of that* fir ait into a 
broad place, where there is no ftraitnefs . Job xxxvi. 

1 6. But in order to keep up his reputation, and 
palm his confcience too, he adls the part of Guy 
Faux, goes by night, until he fees the crucifixion of 
the Saviour, and the judgments that attended hist 
dying cry. Then he appears, and publicly owns 
the dead temple, though before afhamed to own 
the living God, that for above thirty years had 
dwelt in it, and difplayed no lefs than omnipotent 
power from it. His pride procured him juft caufe 
for cutting regret. 

Ahimaaz , Indeed, my brother, the fear of man 
bringeth a fnare ; but whcfo putteth his. truft in the 
Lord Jhall be fafe . Prov. xxix. 25. And I believe 
thoufands have been, and ftill are, taken in that 
fnare; they love (as the Saviour fays) the praife of 
men more than the praife of God . John xii. 43. This 
is awful ; as the Lord declares, that whofoever Jhall 
be ajhamed of him and of his words in this adulterous 
and finful generation , of him alfo Jhall the Son of Man 
be ajhamed , when he fioall come in the glory of his Fa - 
ther with the holy angels. Mark viii. 38. But do let 
me hear a little more of the Lord’s proceedings 
with Prodigalis, for I dearly love to ‘hear of con- 
verting work going on. • 

CuJhL Why, bleffed be God, he is alive from 
the dead ; as the Scripture fays, Bleffed and holy is 
he that hath part in the Jirfi refur reft ion ; on fuch the 
fecottd death hath no power . Rev. xx. 6. 
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Ahimaaz . Pray what do you fuppofe the Holy 
Ghoft means by that text ? Does he mean the pre- 
eminence of the faints at the general refurredion ? 
or does he mean the faints rifing to newnefs of life 
by the quickening power of the Holy Ghoft at 
regeneration ? 

Cujhi. Doubtlefs, the pre-eminence of the faints 
at the general re furred ion is implied, becaufe it 
is revealed, that the dead in Chrift f to all rife fir ft. 
i .Theft.- iv. 1 6. The faint fhallhave the pre-emi- 
nence in that day. This their [wicked] way is their 
folly, yet their pofterity approve their fayings ; 
like Jheep they are laid in the grave ; death Jhall feed on 
them ; and the upright jhall have dominion over them in 
the morning. Pf. xlix. 14. Thus, you fee, the dead 
in Chrift fhail rife firft ; the upright ftiall have do- 
minion in that morning when the Sun of righteouft 
nefs jhall arife ; as the lightning cometh out of the eaft, 
and jhineth even unto the weft, Jo jhall alfo the coming 
of the Son of Man he. Matt. xxiv. 27. 

Ahimaaz. Pray what is meant by the dead in 
Chrift ? 

Cujhi. There are two heads who reprefent all 
the offspring of Adam ; and every individual dies 
a member in union with one of thofe heads. The 
man that believes in Chrift, hath righteoufnefs and 
ftrength in Chrift ; and, being joined to Chrift, is of 
one fpirit with him. He that is joined to the Lord is 
one fpirit. 1 Cor. vi. 17. By virtue of this fpiritual 
union, he is a part of the myftical body of Chrift, and 
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a member in 'particular . I Cor. xii. 27. This union 
was from all eternity between Chrift and the ele£t ; 
but it is not revealed till regeneration. Blefled are 
they that follow the Lord in the regeneration *, they 
Jhall fit on thrones . Matt. xix. 28. 

As members of Chrift by grace, and in union 
with him by the fpirit, they live in this world ; 
and as his members in union they accordingly die : 
hence they are faid to die in him. Bleffed are the dead 
that die in the Lord from henceforth ; yea , faith the 
Spirit , that they may reft from their labours , and their 
works do follow them . Rev. xiv. 13* Perfons thus 
departed are called by the apoftle, the dead in 
Chrift. 

Chrift is called the Jecond Adam> the Lord from 
heaven , the quickening fpirit ; and thofe that die mem- 
bers of this heavenly head, are to be like him ; as 
is the heavenly [head \fuch are they alfo that are hea- 
venly [members]. 1 Cor. xv. 48. And as we have 
borne the image of the earthy [head before converfion], 
we Jhall alfo bear the image of the heavenly [head 
being converted]. 1 Cor. xv. 49. 

On the other hand, Adam is the fallen head of 
all that are in the flelh, or in their firft-born ftate, 
—never born again of the Spirit ; hence they are 
called flefhly children ; that is, they that are the 
children of the flefh , theft are not the children of God . 
Rom. ix. 8. 

Chrift and Adam are the two heads, the repre- 
fentatives of all the children of men. And fo it is 
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written, The fir ft man Adam was made a living foul', 
the laft Adam a quickening fipirit. 1 Cor. xv. 45. 
Thefe are the two heads ; one is called fipirit ual, 
and the other natural , verfe 4 6 . Chrift is the head 
of all the elect, they were chofen in him; and 
Adam is the head of all the reprobate. The firft 
man is of the earthy earthy ; the fiecond man is the Lord 
from heaven, verfe 27. Thofe that die in their firft- 
born ftate, die members of fallen Adam, and are 
in the flefli, being deftitute of the Spirit ; fuch are 
not the children of God, but of the flefti ; and flefih and 
blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God . 1 Cor. 
xv. 50. 

Thefe are faid not to fall afleep in the Lord, 
by t to die, yea for ever. If ye live after the flefih , ye 
fihalldiey Rom. viii. 13 ; and if fo, they die in their 
fins.,. This is the cafe with every unbeliever. 
If ye believe not that 1 A My ye fib all die in your Jins . 
John viii. 24. Thefe exprefllons I AM fignify the 
feif-exiftence, felf-complacence, independence, and 
eternity of Jehovah the Saviour. The pronoun 
I excludes all others in point of dependence ; and 
the word AM excludes both the paft and the fu- 
ture tenfes, and is expreflive of his eternity. This 
name was revealed before the human nature was 
aflumed — And God faid unto Mofiesy I AM that I 
AM-, and he fiaidy Thus fihalt thou fay unto the children 
cf Ifiraely I AM hath fient me unto you. And God faid 
moreover unto Mofies, Thus fihalt thou fay unto the chil- 
dren of Ifiraely The Lord God of your fathers, the God 
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cf Abraham , the God of Ifaac , and the God of Jacob , 
fent me unto you \ this is my name for ever , 
this my memorial unto all generations . Exod. 
iii. 14, 15. The firft verfe includes the felf-exif- 
tence and eternity of our Saviour’s deity 5 the fecond 
verfe includes him as the God, the guard* and por- 
tion of all the faithful, as he was to Abraham ; the 
portion of every heir of promife, as he was to 
Ifaac 5 and of every prevailer with him in prayer, 
as he was to Jacob. His revealing himfelf \he 
God of Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob, excludes Ifh- 
mael and Efau, to fhew that he is not the God of 
the dead, but of the living. Matt. xxii. 32. This 
name the Saviour applies to himfelf — If ye believe 
not that I AM, ye Jhall die in your fins. 

Ahimaaz . You differ much in principles from 
the Arian. 

* Cufhi . The Arian never knew the Lord, there^ 
fore he had better let him alone; his cafe is defpe- 
rate ; he has but one ground of hope left accord- 
ing to his own creed. 

Ahimaaz . Pray what is that ? 

Cufhi . Why, if the Saviour’s teftimony be a lie, 
and if the whole Bible be falfe, there is ground of 
hope for him ; but if God the Father’s teftimony 
be true, Heb. i. 8, if the Holy Ghoft’s witnefs be 
true, Matt. xxii. 43,44, if the witnefs of angels be 
true, Lukeii. 1 1, and if the Saviour’s witnefs be 
true. Rev. i. 8, he muft be damned. If ye believe 
not that I AM, ye Jhall die in your fins', and he that 
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believes not jhall be damned. Mark xvi. 1 6. Thus, 
if Father, Son, and Spirit, have borne a falfe tes- 
timony, there is hope for the Arian ; but if a true 
one, he has brought in a damnable herefy, even denying 
the Lord that bought us, and Jhall bring upon himjelf 
Jwift dejtruftion. 2 Pet. ii. i. 

Ahimaaz. I beg pardon, my brother, for breaking 
in upon your difcourfe, but I obferved that in your 
defcription of the two heads and representatives of 
the two families, which are called children of pro- 
mise, and children of the flefti, you Seem to differ 
in judgment from many learned men; I mean upon 
the apoftle’s words — For fince by man came death , by 
man came alfo the rejur region of the dead. For as in 
Adam all die , even Jo in Chrift Jhall all be made alive . 
i Cor. xv. 21, 22. Many learned men from that 
text attempt to prove the death of all mankind in 
the firft Adam, and the refurre&ion to life of all 
mankind in Chrift the Second Adam. 

Cujhi. If all die in Adam, there is not a Soul in 
heaven; and if all are made alive in Chrift, there is 
not a Soul in hell. The prepofition in implies union, 
and the particle all implies members. To handle the 
text otherwise is con trad i&ing and giving the lie 
to a third part of the Bible. The eleft do not die 
in Adam, for he never was the chofen head of 
God’s ele£t, nor were the ele& chofen in him; and 
although they fell in the firft Adam, they are not 
reftored in or by him •, for they had life in the Se- 
cond Adam before ever they Sell in the firft, They 
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that die in Adam, die eternally, for he is not the 
fpiritual head ; and they that die in Chrift: live eter- 
nally, for he is their vital head ; God is not the 
God of the dead , but of the living. Whichever head 
a man dies in, he will rife in the image and order 
of that head; For as in Adam all die , even fo in 
Chrift Jhall all be made alive : but every man in his 
own order, i Cor. xv. 23. When the Saviour fays to 
the wicked, Depart from me , ye curfed , into everlafting 
fire y prepared for the devil and his angels , Matt. xxv. 
41, will any man fay that thofe are made alive in 
Chrift ? And yet, upon a fingle particle the whole 
myflery of univerfal redemption is raifed; and the 
falvation of all the world eftablifhed. But does not 

the Judge of quick and dead handle the text as I 
have done ? Does he not blefs thofe that are in 
him, and curie thofe that are in Adam’s fall ? If 
fuch a univerfal doCtrine could be preached in hell, 
there is not a reprobate there but would give it 
the lie. 

Ahimaaz . You have fatisfied me, my brother, 
and I fee the Saviour on the judgment-feat con- 
firms your fenfe of the text ; and, as the Saviour’s 
decifion juftifies you, you cannot be wrong. Let 
men put what conflruCtion they will upon a text, 
if the Saviour contradicts it at the day of judgment, 
it is fa! fe. 

But do let me hear a little more of Frodigalis ; 
we left him, if you remember, dead in the valley 
of dry bones $ and you promifed to relate his fpi- 
ritual 
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ritual refurre&ion, which I Ihould be glad to hear, 
and whether there be any analogy between the firft 
and the fecond refurre&ion. 

Cujhi . There is a juft analogy. I have fhewed you 
that a finner is fpiritually dead and buried from the 
prophecy of Kzekiel, even as the body is dead and 
buried in a grave of earth. An unbeliever, though 
a chofen veflel, is faid to be afleep in his fins, as a 
dead body fteeps in the grave, and both muft be 
awakened and raifed, The Saviour fpeaks of both 
thefe, as it were, in one breath. Of the fpiritual re- 
furre&ion he fpeaketh thus — Verily, verily , I fay unto 
you, the hour is coming, and now is (come), when the 
dead Jh all hear the voice of the Son of God, and they 
that hear Jhall live. John v. 25. Of the referred ion 

of the body he fpeaketh after this manner — Marvel 
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not at this j for the hour is coming in the which all that 
are in the graves Jh all hear his voice, and Jhall come 
forth i they that have done good, unto the refurrettion of 
life-, and they that have done evil, unto the refur region 
of damnation . John v. 28, 29. The dead bodies are 
to be alarmed by the found of the archangel’s 
trumpet j For toe Ford himfelj jhall defcend from hea- 
ven with a Jhout, with the voice of the archangel, and 
with the trump of God. 1 Theill iv. 16. A golpel mi- 
nifter is called an angel. Rev. ill. 1. Preaching the 
alarming word of God, is called founding the 
trumpet. Blow ye toe trumpet in Zion, and found an 
ahn m in my holy mountain -, let all the inhabitants of the 

land 



land tremble ; for the day of the Lord cometh ; for it is 
nigh at hand . Joel ii. i. 

- This was the cafe with Prodigalis ; there came 
a watchman into the valley of dry bones and found- 
ed the trumpet, which alarmed the confcience of 
the poor man — he heard the found of the trumpet . 
Ezek. xxxiii. 5. Thus the dead foul is alarmed by 
the angel’s trumpet, as dead bodies are to be.* Se- 
condly, the deeping body is not only to be alarmed, 
but it is to be awakened, and brought to judgment. 
— And many of them that fleep in the duft of the earth 
Jhall awake , fome to everlafting life, and fome to jhame 
and everlafting contempt . Dan. xii. 2. T. hus the 
deeping body is awakened and brought to judg- 
ment; fo in like manner is the deeping dnner 
awakened and brought to the light, which is God ; 
for God is light. — Awake , thou that fleep eft, and 
arife from the dead , and Chrift Jhall give thee light . 
Eph. v. 14. Thirdly, the archangel’s trumpet is 
to be attended with the powerful voice of the 
Saviour — All that are in their graves ftjall hear his 
voice and come forth. The gofpel trumpet is at- 
tended by the fame voice — The time is now come 
when the dead ftoall hear the voice of the Son of God . 

Thus you fee, that as the departed body is faid 
to be dead, to be adeep, and to be in the grave *, 
io an unconverted foul is faid to be dead, to be 
adeep, and to be in the grave alfo. In raifing the 
body an angel is employed. Matt. xxiv. 3 1 ; a 
trumpet is founded, 1 Cor. xv, 525 the Lord’s 
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voice is heard, John v. 28 5 the body is alarmed* 
awakened, Dan. xii. 2 ; railed up j 1 Cor. xv. 52^ 
and brought to judgment, Eccl. xi. 9. So in raid- 
ing a dead foul, an angel by office is employed. 
Rev. i«i. 1 ; the gofpel trumpet is founded, Ifa. 
xxvih 13 ; the Lord’s voice is heard, John v. 25; 
the foul is -alarmed, Joel ii. 1 ; it is awakened, 
Eph. v. 14 5. raifed, Eph. ii. 6 •, and brought forth 
to the light, and God is light, to be arraigned and 
chaftened for his iniquity, that he may be juftified 
here, and not condemned in the great day. But 
when we are judged we are chaftened of the Lord , 
that we Jhould not be condemned with the world • 
I Cor. xi. 32. 

This was the cafe with Prodigalis; his confci- 
ence was alarmed, his underftanding awakened, and 
the Loid’s voice quickened his dead foul to feel 
his guilt ; he was raifed from his carnal fecurity, 
and brought forth from a ftate of fpiritual death 
and infenfibility ; and after this he took his trial as 
really as any will do in the day of judgment. And 
at the general judgment, when the Judge is feated, 
the books will be opened , Dan. vii. 10 ; and fo poor 
Prodigalis found at his trial : for both law* gofpel, 
and confcience were point blank againft him. 

Ahimaaz. Then, according to your account, 
there is not only a firft and fecond refurredVion, but 
a firft and laft judgment alfo. 

Cujhi. There certainly is ; and the word jufti* 
fication implies a trial here the eledt are tried 
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in this life, and juftified by faith in the Saviour. 
Hence they are faid to pafs from death to life , and 
Jhall never come into condemnation ; which implies, 
that there was a miniftration of death that they 
were arraigned at, and found dead under, and a 
fentence that they efcaped ; elfe how could they 
pafs from death to life by faith, and for ever efcape 

• i > 

condemnation ? 

Ahimaaz. I do not remember any pafiage of 
fcripture that favours your opinion. 

Cujhi . I think there are many fcriptures that 

favour it. For the time is come that judgment mufi 
begin at the houfe of God ; and if it firjl begin at us, 
what Jhall the end be of them that obey not the gofpel 
of God ? And if the righteous fcarcely be Javed, where 
Jhall the ungodly and the fmner appear? i Peter 
iv. 17, 1 8. In that text the deftrudtion of Ifrael 
by the Romans may be implied, which was to 
begin at the temple or houfe of God ; but Peter 
was no part of that, therefore more is intended 
by Peter's faying, Judgment begins at us. The de- 
ftru&ion of the temple was a fulfilment of this pro- 
phecy — Slay utterly old and young, both maids, little 
children , and women, and begin at my Jancluary. 
Ezek. ix. 5, 6. Secondly, the arraignment and 
martyrdom of the faints may be implied in that 
text, but the fpiritual judgment of the eledl in 
this world is not excluded j nor is it excluded in 
the following text — For , for this caufe was the 
gofpel preached alfo to them that are dead , that they 
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might he jiidged according to men hi the flejh , hut live 
according to God in the Sprit. 1 Petes* iv. 6. 

The Lord hath often difcovered himfelf as an • 
angry judge to a finner from the pulpit; and has 
fpoke to his conference by the preacher, fufficient 
to convince him of his awful ftate ; even his inmoft 
thoughts have been difcovered and laid open, and 
he has found himfelf in the powerful hand, and at 
the very bar of God, convidted of all his crimes, 
the very fentence founding in his ears, and his foul 
finking into all the horrors of a condemned cri- 
minal ; which has made him tremble no lefs than 
a condemned finner will do in the day of judgment; 
as it is written. But 'if ye propbefy , and there come 
in one that helieveth not , or one unlearned \ he is con - 
vinced of all , he is judged of ail : and thus are the 
Jecrets of his heart made manifeft 5 and fo y falling 
down on his face , he will worfhip God , and report 
that God is in you cf a truth . 1 Cor. xiv. 24, 25. 

Thus you fee the operation of the word and 
fpirit of God ; when the Lord fpeaketh to the 
heart, the rebel is arraigned, judged, and con- 
demned, both by law and confcience ; and would 
fink to all eternity, if God did not impute an ever- 
lafting righteoufnefs to him : but the chofen finner 
has an advocate, and therefore his trial does not 
end in eternal death, but in a fatherly chaflifement; 
as it is written — But when we are judged we are 
chaftened cf the Lord , that we fhould not he con- 
demned with the world . 1 Cor. xi. 31, 32. 

i Ahimaaz , 
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Ahimaaz. I would wifli to hear the trial of 
Prodigalis, if my brother would relate it; and 
pray be fo kind as to bring in the word of God to 
lhew the confiftency of his arraignment therewith ; 
for you know that muft be the touchftone that all 
things muft be tried by; — even the fpirit, the 
pra&ice, and the principles of a believer muft be 
tried by that. 

Cujhi. Very true; and I fhall be glad to prove 
the trial, and the juftification of this poor (inner, 
by that immutable ftandard. After Prodigalis had 
been alarmed, awakened, quickened to feel his 
guilt, and raifed out of his dead (late of carnal 
fecurity, he gave himfelf wholly up to retirement 
and melancholy, as being fit company for none 
but thofe of the fame caft. In one of his folitary 
walks he came to a lonely grove, which is well 
known to thoufands ; and having a clear view and 
a feeling fenfe of his loft eftate, he lift up his voice 
and wept ; and he called the name of that place Bo- 
chim y Judges ii. 4, 5 ; and it is called the place of 
mourners to this day. 

At the end of mourning grove there is a little 
valley, and on the fouth fide of it, at the foot of 
an hill, is a little enclofed fpot, walled round, and 
planted with dwarf evergreens. Prodigalis attempted 
an entrance into it, but met with a rebuff, and had 
the gate (hut againft him. He then made an at- 
tempt to climb over the wall, but he felt himfelf 
fenfibly refilled — God refifteth the proud . This 
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wrought fiich diftra&ion and confufion in his mind, 
that he fainted away, and lay for fome hours in a 
trance, during which time he had a vifion. He 
Jaw by night , and behold , a man riding upon a red 
horje , and be flood among myrtle trees that were in 
the bottom , and behind him were red horjes Jp angled 
and white . Zech. i. 8. 

Prodigalis had the ufe of all his faculties ; but 
whether he was in the body or out of it, he could 
not tell. His mind was imprefled with awful 
thoughts of the grand aflize ; and the horfes that 
he faw in the vifion he took to belong to the retinue 
of his Judge, who was vifiting thofe parts in his 
perpetual circuit. And indeed he was not miftaken, 
for the horfes belonged to the chariots of God, 
and were a part of the twenty thoufand that always 
attended him . Pfalm lxviii. 1 7. The poor man was 
forcibly feized, and led in the vifion by a ftrong 
hand to a lofty hill, the top of which was covered 
with a pillar of fmoke ; the middle of it was all 
on a flame of fire, and juft under the fire hung a 
heavy dark cloud ; before that cloud Prodigalis was 
placed ; nor was it in his power to move one ftep 
from it, though he fain would have fled out of his 
hand . Jobxxvii. 22. 

Out of the midft of that black cloud a fuper- 
natural light broke forth, and forcibly darted its 
beams on the whole foul of Prodigalis. As foon 
as this light (hone upon him, all the corruptions 
of his heart boiled up, as the f re caufeth the water 
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to boil . Ifa. lxiv. 2 . — His iniquities were fet before 
his judge, and his Jecret fins in the light of his coun- 
tenance. Pial. xc. 8. He faw himfelf in his true 
colours indeed $ for his polluted foul \vas dilcovered 
in fuch a loathfome condition, that no leper was 
ever fo corrupted in body as he appeared to be in 
foul ; from head to foot there was no JomdneJs ; all 
was wounds , bruifes , and putrifying fores. Ifa. i. 6. 
He was a leper in the worfe fenfe, and man y filthy 
fags he had laid on to cover his wounds . Iia. lxiv. 6. 
But, alas, his Jpiritual defilements , and his legal co- 
verings, were both of a piece, infomuch that he 
might truly befaid to be clothed with filthy garments. 
Zech. iii. 3. 

In this deplorable and mod miferable condition 
he found an accufer {landing clofe to him upon the 
right hand ; and he infufed into his mind fuch 
enmity againft the light that fhined, and fuo-o- e fted 
fuch evils and hard thoughts againft the judge, as 
are {Locking to mention. Thus flood Prodigalis, 
clothed in his filthy garments, filled with fhame and 
confufion of face, even before the angel of the Lord, 
and Satan ftanding at his right hand to refifi him. 
Zech. iii. 1. 

In this perifhing ftate, bitten with the gnawing 
worm of a guilty confcience, he found another 
enemy on his left fide, threatening every moment 
to put a period to his exiftence ; and if that had 
been permitted, he was fure that his accufer would 
gain an awful conqueft over him, and an eternal 
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poffeflion of him. No free-will, no human power, 
no felf-righteoufnefs can Hand here; — Prodigalis 
found this; — thefe things blafted all his fuppofed 
power and free-will. His Jlrengtb was hunger -bitten? 
and dejlr uft ion was ready at his fide . This devoured 
the Jlrength of his Jkin ; the firfl-born of death de- 
voured his Jlrength. Job xviii. 12, 13. Now I will 
leave you to guefs at the fenfations of Prodigalis ; 
thus fixed in the prefence of God, with all his fins 
in the light of God’s countenance, covered with 
guilt and filth, Satan at his right hand, and deflruc- 
tion at his left* 

Ahimaaz .. A deplorable fiate indeed ; but this 
is not the cafe with all finners. 

Cujhi . There is not an unconverted foul in the 
world, as the Lord liveth, but what is in this hate, 
whether he know it or not 3 and this he will find in 
a dying hour, — his fins will flare him in the face, — 
dcflroying death will appear at his left hand, and 
Satan at his right, if he die out of Chrifl; and as 
fure as death cuts him off in his fin, fo fure Satan 
feizes the prey, he is delivered up to the tormentor , 
and has a diflant view of the burning throne of God 
— Then Jhall the fpir it return to God who gave it ; 
and receive the fentence. Depart from me ; I know 
ye not . 

Prodigalis being thus arraigned at the bar, with 
his accufer at his right hand, and his executioner 
on his left, his judgment proceeded. There ap- 
peared a man under the burning light, that took 

out 
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out a fort of poft-bag, in which were the indict- 
ments of Prodigalis — His tranfgrejjions were fealed 
up in that bag , God had Jewed up his iniquity . Job 
xiv. 17. And now the bag was brought forth, and 
unfealed — And lo the roll of a book was found therein ; 
and it was Jpread before him j and it was written 
within and without 3 and there was written therein 
lamentations , and mourning, and woe. Ezek. ii. 9, 10. 

Ahimaaz . Pray who was clerk of the peace ? 
Who was he that read the indictment ? 

Cujhi . Mofes reads the indictments, enrolls the 
aCts, and draws the procefs ; but a man whole 
name is Confcience appeared as clerk of the alTize, 
and produced many things that had been done in 
various circuits 5 he was clerk of the crown alfo, 
for he had framed and recorded many indictments, 
which were all now produced. 

Ahimaaz. Pray what was his indictment ? Who 
had impeached him ? 

Cujhi. There were feveral indictments againll 
him. Firlt, he was accufed of tranfgrelTing all the 
laws of his fovereign 3 fecondly, of private con- 
lpiracy and rebellion againft the king’s perfon ; 
thirdly, of high treafon 5 and, fourthly, of murder, 
&c. as fhall be fhewed in the procefs. — Firlt, 
the roll of lamentation, mourning, and woe, was 
read in the order following : Thou art indicted, 
by the name of Prodigalis, for adhering to an un- 
lawful fovereign, for fin had reigned in his heart . 
Rom. v. 2i*— Thou haft been difloyal to the king, 
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and haft fet up another in oppofition to him — he 
bad Jet up an idol in his heart. Ezck. xiv. 4 — Thou 
haft opened thy mouth againft his majefty, and 
fpcken lightly and vainly of his name and perfon. 

* — Thou haft profaned the days of reft — the 
jubilee days — faft days— and all the days of fefti- 
vity. — Thou art charged with difobedience to thy 
progenitors, and with the dreadful crime of mur-^ 
der ; — thou haft hated thy brother for his loyalty, 
which is murder conceived in the heart — Thou art 
charged with adultery, and With theft with fpeak- 
ing faifeiy of thy neighbour, and coveting his pro- 
perty after thou hadft wafted thine own. What 
fayeft thou to thefe indictments ? Art thou guilty, 
or not ? 

Ahimaaz. Pray what did the poor foul fay ? I 
have fuch a feeling for him, I long to hear his deli- 
verance j for I fancy myfelf at the very bar. Did 
he plead Not Guilty ? 

Cujbi. No, he could not do that, for the judge 
him fed was a JwiJt witnejs againft him ; as it is. 
written. And I will come near to you to judgment 5 
and I will he a Jwift witnejs againft the Jorcerers y the 
adulterers , and the JalJe Jwearers . Mai. iii. 5. Be- 
sides, Confcience, who was clerk of the crowm, had 
framed and recorded many indictments againft him; 
for he had been privately arraigned and found 
guilty feveral times before therefore to plead in- 
nocent would have been giving the lie both to God 
and Confcience j and who againft thefe can be § heard ? 

He 
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He neither pleaded guilty nor innocent; he held 
his hands before his face to hide his fallen coun- 
tenance, and trembled at every joint ; for he had not 
(to his knowledge) one friend in all the court. The 
indi&ment was read, wherein he was charged with 
private confpiracy and rebellion ; this he could 
not deny, for the accufer who flood at his right 
hand was the very enemy that drew him into that 
confpiracy; as it is recorded — that they may recover 
themf elves out of the Jnare of the devil , who are taken 
captives by him at his will . 2 Tim. ii. 26. 

Jhimaaz. Why fure the curfed wretch did not 
drag the poor foul into rebellion, and then turn the 
king’s evidence, did he ? 

Cujhi. He is one that can turn any way but the 
right; he will fwear and lie too for nothing. 
Howbeit the king flands in no need of his evidence, 
nor does he get his own neck out of the halter by 
all his turning. The rebellion that the prifoner 
was charged with was, that he had not only oppof- 
ed the univerfal monarch himfelf, but that he had 
endeavoured to put the loyalifls to fhame — expofe- 
their obedience to contempt — and profecute them 
for their clofe attachment to the crown and dignity 
of their rightful fovereign, His treafon confifted 
in fpeaking evil of the king ; yea, he had even gone 
fo far in his defperate rebellion, as to give him the 
lie to his face— /or he that believes not has made him 
a liar, ijohnv. 10, 

When the poor prifoner looked up and faw- 
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Mofes his accufer before him juft under the judg- 
ment- feat, and Juftice with his drawn fword elofe 
by him 5 Satan (landing at his right hand, and 
Death at his left, his fpirit would have failed from 
before his judge , and the foul that Gcd had made , 
Ifaiah Ivii. 16, had he not been upheld by a divine 
power j for he knew that as foon as Mofes had 
finifhed his accufation, the fentence muft be pafied ; 
Juftice would order the executioner to cut him 
down, and deliver the rebel to the tormentor, and 
then wo to him for ever. What to do he knew 
not ; plead innocent he dared not 3 he was drove 
to his wit’s end 3 his hair ftood ere<ft upon his head, 
and his heart was fo pregnant with grief and horror, 
that he feared it would burft in his body. The 
burden of his fin, and the fear of death, overwhelm- 
ed him 3 for he knew that in the fight of his Judge 
no flejh living could ever be jitftified . 

Mofes began his accufation thus : Thou haft been 
a ftubborn ftiff-necked rebel ever fince I knew 
thee. I had fet before thee life and deaths and told 
thee to chcofe life that it might be well with thee, 

* 

and that thou mighteft prolong thy days 3 but thou 
haft been one void of counfel, a perverfe one, in 
whom is no faith. I told thee that thou (houldeft 
f nd no reft for the foies of thy feet — that thy life 
fhould hang in doubt before thee — and that thou 
fhouldeft have no afiurance of thy life 5 that the 
heavens fhould be iron over thy head, and the earth 
brafs beneath thy feet 3 and that in the morning 

thou 
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thou fhouldeft fay. Would God it were night ; and 
at night, Would God it were morning: — all thefe 
things thou knoweft (land on record in my law. 
But thou haft caft all my words behind thy back, 
therefore thou muft now expedl the confequences — 
Curjed be he that confirmeth not all the words of this 
law to do them . Deut. xxvii. 26. Doft thou think 
that the law lhall be made void for thee ? Shall an 
eternal act be repealed to fereen a rebel ? Shall a di- 
vine fentence be revoked ? Shall divine truth (land 
in derifion, or be expofed to fcorn and contempt, 
or charged with falfehood to fave an enemy ? And 
ftiall immutability itfelf appear to change and 
waver, that a traitor may ftand in judgment ? Nay, 
divine veracity hath affirmed that it is eafier for 
heaven and earth to pafs away , than for one tittle of 
the law to fail . Luke xvi. 17. 

Now Juftice began to vindicate truth and law, 
I have faid, that the foul that fnneth fhall die . Exod. 
xviii. 4. My fword fleall be bathed in heaven , and 
come down on Idumea , the people of my curfe , to judg- 
ment. I fa. xxxiv. 5. Cut him afunder , and appoint 
him his portion with hypocrites. Matt. xxiv. 51. Cut 
it dozvn [I fay], why cumber eth it the ground ? Luke 
xiii. 7. Now his right hand accufer laid about him, 
as if he had almoft fwalkwed him up alive as the 
grave , and whole as they that go down to the pit. 
Prov. i. 12. To be ffiort, the ppor prifoner could 
not perfuade himfelf but that the execution was 
6 a&ually 
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actually begun, and that he was really finking into 
hell itfelf. 

/Ihimaci'z . I never heard of fo dreadful a trial 
in my life before ; do relate his deliverance, — for 
ieahy I feel as if I was under the fentence myfelf. 
I cannot help weeping over him ; I find my very 
foul drawn out in love and pity toward him. I have 
fuui a love to him, and fuch afenfe of his fufferings, 
that I could give all that I have in the world to 
have a fight of him. 

Cujhi. While Mofes was thus accufing, Juftice 
threatening, and Prodigalis finking as he thought 
into the belly of hell, he lifted up his right hand 
and gave fuch a finite upon his breaft as if he would 
have beaten the breath out of his body, and cried 
out, God be merciful to me a j Inner . This was done 
with fuch fervour, and with fuch a ftrong voice, 
that it filenced every one in the court, except the 
devil, whofe curfed breath is never fpent. As for 
Mofes, he had no more to fay; for he knew that 
God would be gracious to whom he would be gracious , 
and that he would /hew mercy to whom he would Jhew 
mercy. Exod. xxxiii. 19. 

Mofes never accufes any man that pleads or calls 
for mercy; nor did Juftice proceed againlt this pe- 
tition of Prodigalis ; for juftice is in perfe6t har- 
mony with mercy ; they have met together and kijfed 
each other long ago . Pfal. lxxxv. 10. Nor is Juf- 
tice againft the poor finner that pleads for mercy in 
mercy s channel ; far from it; for he fays to fuch, 
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/ am faithful and juft to forgive fins, and to clean/* 
from all unright eoufnefs. i John i. 9. 

Mofes infilled on perfedt obedience, and he ac - 
cufed for difobedience. John v. 45. Juflice called 
for death on the tranfgreffor, and Death flood ready 
to execute the fentence, and Satan to torment the 
executed. 

The prifoner having recovered himfejf a little, 
repeated his old petition (being determined to dis- 
charge the arrow that would flv ), God be merciful to 
me a /inner . As foon as he had ended this lamen- 
table cry, there came a perfon to him of fingular 
beauty, fairer [by far] than any of the children of men, 
Pfalm xlv. 2, and faid, Where are thofe thine accufers ? 
Hath no man condemned thee ? Johnviii, 10. The 
prifoner could not fpeak, for his words were J 'wal- 
lowed up, Job vi. 3. He dill (tuck to his text, and 
a third time repeated the old cry, if poffible louder 
than ever, God be merciful to me a /inner ! The glo- 
rious perfon looked very hard, both at Mofes and at 
Juflice. And he anfwered andfpake to thofe that [for 
they ftill] flood before him, faying, [I] Take away the 
filthy garments from him . And unto him [the prifoner] 
he faid, I have caufed thine iniquity to pajs from thee , and 
I will clothe thee with change of raiment . Zcch. iii. 4. 
And rrue enough he did ; for he took him and wafh- 
ed him in the midfl of the court, faying, For 1 will 
cleanfe their blood that J have not cleanfed j for [I] 
the. Lord dwell in Zion . Joel iii, 21. And to the 
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poor foul he laid. If 1 •wajh thee not tboti baft m 
part with me. John xiii. 8. 

J office feeing this, ffeppcd up and ffood clofe 
by the Mediator, and acquiefced in the Saviour's 
wonderful adl of clemency, faying, I am faithful 
and juft to forgive thee thy Jins , and to cleanfe thee 
from *ail unright eoufnefs . i John i. 9. But Mofes 
Hill kept looking about for a covering ; for his law 
fays. And it Jhall he our rigbteoufncfs , if we ohferve 
to do all thefe commandments before the Lord our 
Cod , as he hath commanded us. Deut. vi. 25. 

Wafhing, under the ceremonial law, was not Ef- 
ficient to recommend a foul to God ; a perfect 
obedience to the moral law was required. Nor 
had a firmer any call for a ceremonial cleanfing, 
if he had never tranfgrefied the moral precept. 
The Saviour obeyed the law perfe&ly, and there- 
fore wanted no facrifice for himfelf; he offered 
himfelf, but it was for us. 

The Lord Jefus feeing Mofes fo bent upon a 
righteoufnefs tojuftify the finner, as well as a puri- 
fication, the Mediator anfwered and faid, 1 have 
magnified the law and made it honourable. ifa. xlii. 
21 . My obedience is fufjicient to juftify [him] and 
many [more]. Rom. v. 19. And to the prifoner 
he laid. Behold, I bring near my right eoufnefs, Ifa. 
xlvi. 13, and I will clothe thee from head to foot 
[with it}. Ila. lxi. 10. And when Mofes heard that 
he was content. Lev. x. 2Q» 
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Then faid the Mediator, Let them fit a fair mitre 
upon bis bead ; fo they fit a fair mitre upon bis bead, 
and clothed him with garments ; and the angel cf the 
Lord flood by. Zech. iii. 5. 

As foon as the Mediator had washed him, clothed 
him with his robe, and fet the fair mitre upon his 
head, then he took the poor finner by the neck, 
and held him forth before the devil. And the Lord 
faid unto Sat an , The Lord rebuke thee, O Satan ! 
even the Lord that bath chofen Jerujalem rebuke thee : 
Is not this a brand plucked out of the fire ? Zech, 
iiL 2. 

. As foon as the devil faw that, he vanifhed like 
lightning falling from heaven . Luke x. 18. And 
there was heard a fhout and a loud voice even from 
the celeftial regions, faying, Now is come falvatmi , 
and Jlrength , and the kingdom of our God , and the 
power of his Chrijl ; for the accufir of our brethren is 
cafi down , which accufed them before our God day 
and night ; and [Prodigalis] has overcome him by the 
blood of the Lamb . Therefore rejoice ye heavens , and 
ye that dwell in them . Rev. xii. 10, 1 1, 12. 

Ahimaaz . My very foul is fired with love to the 
dear Redeemer ; well may he be called our wifdom , 
right eoufnefs , Janhli fie ation, and redemption. 1 Cor. i. 
30. My foul is as if it was juft delivered ; furely 
I feel the blefled efFedts of that poor fmr.er’s j unifi- 
cation. O what a friend is the Saviour to the poor! 
Pray go on with the account. 

Cujhi . As foon as the Mediator had v/afhed, 
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clothed, and crowned the poor prifoner, and had 
rebuked Satan the acculer, he then appeared at the 
right hand of Prodigalis, and flood as an advocate, 
in the very place where Satan the accufer had flood. 
Thus the Advocate dilplaced the devil. This 
made the prifoner cry out, I will ptaife the Lord 
with my mouth $ yea, I will praife kirn among the 
multitude. For he Jhall Jland at the right hand of the 
poor, to false him from thofe that condemn his Joul. 
Plalm cix. 30, 31. 

Ahimaaz . Pray what faid the great and terrible 
Name to this ? he tha x.fpake out of the thick darknefs * 
Deut. v* 22; you know hei $ a confumingfire? fieb* 
xii, 29. 

Cufhu Why, the Mediator took Prodigalis in 
his right hand, and led him up, even before that 
I great and terrible Name, as you call it ; he led him 
up to him (I fay), in his crown and robe, as he 
was, and faid to his Father, Behold me, and [out of] 
the children which thou haft given me, Heb. ii. 13 ; 
and that great and terrible name appeared one of the 
moft compaflionate and tender Fathers that ever 
mortal heard of; for he rofe up from his feat, and 
ran to him , and fell on his neck and killed him , Luke 
xv. 20, andjaid. This my fen was dead and is alive 
again, he was loft and is found, ver. 24. The poor 
foul cried aloud, feeing himfelf fo unworthy of 
adopting grace, and faid, Father , I have finned 
againft heaven , and in thy Jight, and am not worthy 
to be called thy f on, ver. 21 ; and lift up his voice 
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and wept aloud. But the Father wiped his blub* 
bered cheeks, faying, And God Jh all w'pe away all 
tears from their eyes: and there jhall be no more 
death , neither for row nor crying. Rev. xxi. 4. Then 
faid the Mediator to Prodigalis, Be not afraid , 
Mark v. 26, for the Father himfelf lovethyou , becaufe 
you have loved me. John xvi. 27. , 

The Father feemed to take particular notice of 
the robe that the Mediator had put upon poor Pro- 
digalis, and fmelled the fmell of his raiment , and blejfed 
him , and faid , See , the fmell of my fon is as the fmell 
of afield which [I] the Lord have blejfed. Therefore 
[1 will] give thee of the dew of heaven , and the fat - 
nefs of the earthy and plenty of corn and wine. Let 
people ferve thee, and [Tinful] nations bow down to 
thee: be lord over thy [flefhly] brethren , and let 
thy mother's [bafe-born] fans bow down to thee: 
curfed be every one that curfeth thee , and blejfed be he 
that blejfeth thee. Gen', xxvii. 27, 28, 29. 

Ahimaaz . Why, the Father feemed as loving 
to him as the Mediator himfelf, who was fiefh of 
his fiejh, and bone of his bone. Eph. v. 30. I cannot 
think how the poor foul could bear up under fuch 
unparalleled kindnefs and mercy. Aftonilhing 
love ! But the Son’s robe is pleafing to the Father ; 
for he has ever pronounced a blefling on them 
whofe iniquities are forgiven, and whofe fin is covered 
with that robe; and has promifed never to impute 
fin to fuch again, nor charge their fpirit with guile. 
Pfalm xxxii. 1,2. 
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Cufhi. Indeed the Father feemed as fond of 
adorning him as the Mediator himfelf ; for he did 
not think poor Prodigalis was fine enough. There- 
fore he faid. Put a ring on his finger , and Jhces on 
his feet 3 and let us he merry . Luke xv. 22, 23. He 
ordered likewile all the holts of heaven to acquiefce 
in this his fovereign will ; and faid, Fhere Jhall be 
joy in heaven over one finner that repent eth 3 more 
that over ninety and nine juft perfons [now in glory] 
that need no repentance . Luke xv. 7. Nor was the 
Father of eternity himfelf filent when the celeftial 
triumphs began : fo far from it, that the Almighty's 
voice was as plainly heard in the anthem as the 
mufic and melody of all the relt. And indeed it 
muft be fo to fulfil the fcriptures, which cannot be 
broken. Fhe Lord thy God in the midft of thee is 
mighty : hs will ’ Jave ; he will rejoice ever thee with 
joy ; he will reft in his love ; he willjoy over thee with 
finging. Zeph. iii. 17. 

After the Father had killed him, bleffed him, 
ordered the ring on his finger, and the Ihoes on his 
feet, and had joined in the anthem at the reception 
of him, becaufe he had received him Jafe and founds 
the Saviour put one of the hands of Prodigalis into 
the hand of his heavenly Father, and held the other 
hand fall himfelf; then faid the bleffed Saviour to 
poor Prodigalis, None ftoall pluck [thee] out of my 
hand ; my Father is greater than all , and none is 
able to pluck [thee] cut of my Father's hands. John 
x. 28, 29, The Father having killed him, he 
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pointed him to his beloved Son, faying. Go, kifs 
the Son ; bkffed are all they that pit their traft in 
him . Pfalm ii. 1 2. And to his own Son he faid. 
It is my will that not one of thefe [poor] little ones 
Jhould perijh, Matt, xviii. 14, but that thou raife 
them up at the laft day. John vi. 39. Thus poor 
Prodigalis, the felf-condemrie 1 fifrner* was jollified ; 
and he that was far off by wicked works , was made 
nigh by the blood of Chrift. And the enemy was 
reconciled to God by the death of his dear Son. ' 
Ahimaax. You have given me a fwcet account 
of the arraignment and jollification of that poor 
finnerj of his glorious deliverance; and of the 
rebuke that Satan met with. But Defbudlion, the' 
executioner, that flood at his left hand, you fay 
nothing about ; pray what became of him ? for of 
all the enemies that poor failen mortals are expofed 
to, he is none of the leaf! ; indeed he is one of the 
mo ft formidable ; for if he receives a commiffion 
to execute his office on the felf-condemned crimi- 
nal, he is gone for ever ; he has no mere part iti 
any good thing that is done under the fun. The 
fatal die is call, and the departed foul is expofed to 
every (halt that flies beyond the tomb. Bleffed is 
that man that is delivered from the arrow that flieth 
by day ; he Jhall not be afraid of the terrors of [end- 
lefs] night ; being cleanfed from the fpiritual pefti- 
lence that walketh in darknefs ; he is alfo delivered 
from the definition that . wafeth at [the] noon [of 
gofpel] day , Pfalm xci, 5,6. 
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Cujhi, Why, the Mediator faid to Deflru&ion, 
I came to deliver them who through the fear of death 
were all their lifetime fubjecl to bondage , Heb. ii. 15; 
and as foon- as he had faid this, Prodigal is was not 
in the lead afraid of him, but rather wifhed him to 
do his office, being perfuaded that all things were 
his, whether life or death. 1 Cor. iii. 22. For as 
the fling of death was gone out of his confcience, 
he was not afraid of a phantom ; for death is no 
more without his fling than a ferpent is without 
his tooth. It is guilt that makes death formidable; 
without this he is a mere fhadow without a fub- 
fiance. Pfalm xxiii. 4. Indeed poor Prodigalis* 
triumphed over him, faying, 0 death , where is thy 
fling ! O grave, where is thy victory l The fling of 
death is fin , and theftrength of fin is the law, but 
thanks be to God which giveth us the victory through 
our Lord Jefus Chrifl . 1 Cor. xv. 55, 56. This is 
no more than the fulfilment of a glorious promife 
made by the dear Redeemer. I will ranfom them 
from the power of the grave ; I will redeem them 
from death . O death , I will be thy plague ! O grave, 
I will be thy deftruElion ! repentance jhall be hid from 
mine eyes. Hofeaxiii. 14. 

Ahimaaz . I am wonderfully inflrudled ; my very 
bowels yearn over the Father of all mercies,- and the 
God of all comfort, for difcoveting fuch bowels of 
mercy to poor returning finners, who have wantonly 
abufed his name, and igno randy rebelled againfl 
the only friend they have in heaven or earth. Befides, 
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itiy brother, we know God is felf-complete, — hap- 
py, and eternally happy in his own perfections. 
Our praifes or our prefence in heaven can never add 
to divine felicity ; nor can all the horrors of the 
dathned difcompofe the Moft High, difquiet his 
happinefs, or in the leaft diminifh his pleafure. 

This being the real cafe, God’s endearing cha- 
racters, and unexpected condefcenfion, when dif- 
played, is the moft affeCting fcene that can be 
exhibited upon a human Ipirit. 

Cujbi, True, my brother ; and if poor fouls who 
are brought to hope in the Saviour, did but confider 
the Almighty in thofe relative ties, and covenant 
characters, that (as a reconciled God and Father) 
he Hands in to them, there Would not be that fer- 
vile difpofttion, that flavilh fear that is in too many 
of them ; nor that mercenary fervice that is per- 
formed by them, which is not at all to the honour 
of their benign Parent, nor to the honour or hap- 
pinefs of themfelves ; who are called a free and 
royal houfehold ; and their dignity, their liberty, 
their maintenance, their crown royal, and their 
enjoyment of it, is eternally fecured, and that by 
their own Father ; whole wifdom none can baffle* 
whofe fchemts none can fruftrate, whofe promife can 
never fail, and whofe poWCr cannot be refilled. 

Ahlmaaz. Very true; but the Almighty does 
not give to all his children fo confpicuous a deli- 
verance as he did to Prodigalis : nor do I believe 
.that all are juftified in ftich a manner. I believe 
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myfelf to be juflified by faith in the Saviour ; but 
1 was* not tried like him, nor delivered with all 
that explicit form that you have defcribed. ... . 

Cufiji. But you was; and I will be bold to fay, 
that if you was to go to the weakeft babe in faith, 
and alk him, If he was not awed by the fear of 
death before hopefprung up in his bread: ; he would 
tell you. Yes. Afk hjm, If evil thoughts were not 
fuggefted to his mind; and he would tell you. They 
were: — here is Satan the accufer, and Death the 
executioner. Afk him, further, If the corruptions 
of his heart and his evil tempers were not difcover- 
ed, and flirred up more than ufual : — here is the eye 
of God ; — TVhatfcever makeih manifeft is light. Eph. 
v. 13. Afk him, If the law of God, when he read it, 
and his own confcience,when he examined it, did not 
accufe him: — if fo, there is the clerk of the peace, 
the clerk of the crown, and Mofes the accufer. 
And I will be bold to affirm that he never got rid 
of one of thefe accufers nor accufations but by 
faith in the name of Jefus. Thefe are the fenfible 
effects of the trial, though they may not be able, 
for the want of light and judgment, to defcribe it. 

Ahimaaz . Indeed, my friend, I can go Rep by 
Rep with your account of the fenfations of Prodi- 
galis ; but to fave my life I could not defcribe my 
arraignment nor juftification in the manner that 
you have. 

Cujhu I know that the poor firmer is taken to 
talk for all his tranfgreffions ; they occur to his 

mind. 
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min'd, one after another, as he is able to ftand tire 
indictments : nor are the thoughts of his heart 
neglected in the divine procefs; but when God 
maketh inquifiticn for blood , he remembereih them> he 
forgetteth not the cry of the humble . Pfalm ix. 12. 
’--And if any thing be not brought forth at the 
firft arraignment, the poor (inner; when he has 
tranfgrefied, goes to the bar again, and is rejudged 
and chaftened of the Lord , that he may not be condemned 
with the world. 1 Cor. xi. 32. How often is a 
real believer cited to the bar, or obliged to cite 
himfelf, for an evil thought, or an hafty expreflion, 
becaufe his quickened foul is fufceptible of remorfe ; 
when the impenitent finner (hall hardly feel a check 
for all his abominable crimes, becaufe he is dead : 

I ■ * 

however, the former has an advocate, but the latter 
knows of none. 

Ahimaaz. I find that I agree with you in the 
feeling fenfe of the power, though I have not light 
enough to fee eye to eye ; but the kingdom of God 
is not in word but in power. I am forty that I' fo 
often break in upon your converfatiOn, and efpe- 
dally in a contradi&ory way ; but your candour 
will excufe my intrufion. I am obkged, when I 
have railed all my objection, to go with the force 
of your arguments $ for when you back your 
afiertions with die %vord of God, both my con- 
fidence and experience carries itie into your channel. 
I would wifh to hear how the poor foul found him- 
felf after his j unification by faith, and reconciliation 

L 3 with 
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myfelf to bejuRified by faith in the Saviour; but 
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min'd, ohe after another, as he is able to ftand tire 
indictments : nor are the thoughts of his heart 
negleCted in the divine procefs; but when God 
maketh inquifttion for blood , he remembereih them , he 
forgetteth not the cry of the humble . Pfalm ix. 12. 

• - And if any thing be not brought forth at the 
firft arraignment, the podr finnef; when he has 
tranfgrefled, goes to the bar again, and is rejudged 
and chaftened of the Lord , that he may not be condemned 
with thb world. 1 Cor. xi. 32. How often is a 
real believer cited to the bar, 01 obliged to cite 
himfelf, for an evil thought, or an hafty expreffton, 
becaufe his quickened foul is fufceptible of remorfe ; 
when the impenitent fmner lhall hardly feel a check 
for all his abominable crimes, becaufe he is dead : 
however, the former has an advocate, but the latter 
knows of none. " 



Ahimaaz. I* -find that I agree with you in the 
feeling fenfe of the power, though I have not light 
enough to fee eye to eye ; but the kingdom of God 
is not in word but in power. I am forty that I fo 
often break in upon your converfation, and efpe- 
cially ‘ in a contradictory way ; but your candour 
will excufe my introfion. I am obliged, when I 
have railed all my objection, to go with the force 
of your arguments ,* for when you back your 
affertions with the word 1 of God, both my con- 
icience and expedience carries itie into your channel. 
I would wilh to hear how the poor foul found him- 
fclf after his juftifkation by faith, and reconciliation 
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with God, I dare fay he thought that heayen itfelf 
was come down into his heart. 

Cufhi . After he had received the fentence of 
juftification, and the benedi&ion of the Father and 
the Son (for they both blefled him), he was led 
into a lonely avenue, and had a true and humbling 
fight of the crofs, that he might know how his 
j unification was procured by his Surety; and like- 
wife he was left to contemplate there which way it 
was that law and juftice got fatisfa&ion, that God 
might appear juft [to his law] as Tpell as the jujlifier 
of [Prodigalis] that believed in Jefus . Rom. iii. 26. 
The poor man never had fo humbling a vifion as 
this before ; his foul was diflolved at the light of 
the crofs : the fingular clemency of his Lord, ex- 
hibited in the myftery of his fufferings, overwhelmed 
him with humility ; his eyes flowed with tears of 
love ; his heart difcharged every ftream of grati- 
tude ; and his tongue encompaflfed his Lord with 
thoufands of bleflings and praifes, till he might 
truly be faid to inhabit the praifes of [that Ifraelite], 
Pfalm xxii. 3. 

Ahimaaz, I blefs God I know by happy expe- 
rience what the feelings of poor Prodigalis were : 

I have had a fight of the crofs myfelf ; and have 
felt the immortal love of him that died the juft for 
troe unjuft : and I hope that the blefled impreflion 
that it left on my foul will never be defaced by the 
Ipve of creatures. Surely the impreflion was di- 
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vine; nature was paflive under it, and happy in it; 
nor does the foul ever defire to lofe the fenfe of it. 
But this is deemed mere folly and enthufiafm by 
the unenlightened part of mankind. 

Cujhu It is fuch enthufiafm that every believer 
can give fome reafonable account of, agreeable to 
divine revelation: whereas; on the other hand, if 
the greateft man of letters — one of the brighteft 
parts and greateft ingenuity in a carnal ftate — was 
to attempt to mimic this power, an infant of days 
in grace would be able to detect the impoftor. It 
is one of the fecrets that is with the righteous; 
and all other fecrets effential to falvation are in- 
cluded in it. 

This I have often obferved, that when a letter- 
learned atheift has taken pen in hand againft a 
treatife of divinity, he has adted juft as an ignorant 
bully would do with a reafonable man, difcharged 
the vulgar fpleen of his heart at the book, though 
never able to overthrow or difprove one truth con- 
tained in it, with either fenfe or reafon on his fide : 
fo that his bolt has only ferved to difclofe the re- 
bellion of his heart, and betray his ignorance of his 
Maker. 

Ahtmaaz. If God hides his myfteries from the 
wife and prudent, they can do but little with them. 
No man can counterfeit a thing that he has no idea 
of ; nor can he difprove what he doth not under- 
ftand. If the Melfiah hides his myfteries from a 
man, he has no knowledge of them ; therefore he 
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can never counterfeit them, nor difprove them. 
Such a man may be counted wife whiie he keeps 
filence j . even a foci , when he hcldeth his peace^ is 
counted wife and he that fhutteth his lips is efeemed 
a man of underfunding. Prov. xvii. a 8. Wifdom is 
too high for him , Prov. xxiv. y ; therefore if he 
meddle with it, he layeth open his folly . Prov. 
xiii. 16. 

But do give me a further account of Prodigalis ; 
foi it is the power or religion that warms the heart, 
as fpeaketh the Pfaimift, They jhall Jpeak of the 
glory of thy kingdom , and talk of thy power ; to make 
known to the Jons of men his mighty adls^ and the 
g.orious majefly of his kingdom . Pfalm cxlv. it, 12. 

Cufhi. -A.fi.er Piodigahs had been indulged with 
a faving view of the crofs, he lived fome time in 
that open vifion, until his foul was fo meekened 
and humbled under that affe&ing feene of tragedy, 
tnat he died to all earthly comforts and earthly 
things. The charms of his wife, the pleafures that 
he had taken in his children, the pleafures of com- 
pany, tne bleffings of health, the blelTings ot fleep, 
and the blefhngs of food, were ail infipid and 
unfavoury to him. Infinite fullnefs had entertained 
mm with fucli divine fatisfaction, that there was no 
room for a fecond courfe ; God was all in all. And 
though God has made every thing beautiful in its 
feafon, yet there was but one objed beautiful and 
feafonable to him. 

For many months he lived in this open vifion, 
and Ipent his time in the pleafing element of filent 

folitude. 
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folitude, until he pined after heaven, as the infant 
juft weaned doth after its mother’s bread. He 
was like the Pfalmift ; As the hart panteth after 
the water brook, Jo panted his foul after God. Pfalm 
xlii. i. 

Ahimaaz. This is the bleffcd ftate of a reflored 
foul ; and he can do no lefs than love God with 
all his heart, with all his foul, with all his mind, 
and with all his ftrength. The man fees his own 
falvation fo precious, and himfelf luch a debtor 
to grace, that the united efforts of every mental 
power are not fufficient to exprefs the high obli- 
gation that fuch are under to God, nor the love 
and gratitude that is due to him. 

Cufhi. Why, you talk like a found divine ; 
that is a moft gracious fpeech, and a very true 
one. Howbeit, after Prodigalis had been long 
indulged with this vifion of the crofs, it began in 
time to grow dim in its luftre, and to get more 
remote from view ; and its appearing at a greater 
diftance, caufed the fenfations thereof to abate in 
proportion : but the Saviour fenthim another Com- 
forter, who gradually opened to his underftanding 
the facred and profound myfteries ot the Holy 
Trinity ; and led him up to the eternal council of 
Father, Son, and Spirit, in the economy of man’s 
falvation. Thefe things afforded him freih enter- 
tainment: and no wonder 5 for fuch aftonifhing 
and eftablifning views led the poor foul into joys 
unutterable; fo that he rejoiced as much in the 
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rcfurredion and glorification of the Son of God, as 
he had before mourned at the vifions of his un- 
paralleled fufferings and death. The blefifed Spirit 
Ihined like the fun on his underftanding — revived 
his drooping heart — influenced his mind with life 
and peace — fet his affedions in a flame for God — 
and informed his judgment refpe<fting thofe things 
which are hid from the wife and prudent. In 
fhort, he had a glimpfe of almoft all the eflential 
myfteries. Mark iv. n. This kindled a becom- 
ing zeal within him* and made his heart overflow 
with joy unfpeakable and full of glory . Thus he 
was wajhed in the regeneration , and renewed by the 
Holy Ghcjl , which was Jhed upon him abundantly 
through Jefus Chrift our Saviour. Tit. iii. 6. He 
was a new creature indeed > old things were pajfed 
away , and all things became new , 2 Cor. v. 17 5 his 
fiejh feemed frefher than a child's, and he returned to 
the days of his youth. Job xxxiii. 25. This made 
him defire no longer to appear as a candle under a 
bujhel , or under a bed , but he wijhed to appear on a 
candlejlick , that others might fee the light. Matt, 
v. 15. 

He began to fpeak cheerfully of divine things 
to his wife, family, and friends — the law of kind- 
nefs was under his tongue ; his converfation was 
favoury and powerful, and his zeal and knowledge 
was accompanied with a public fpirit. He be- 
came a lively companion to thofe who had any 
reverence of their Maker — a warm reprover of 

the 
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the wicked — an informer of the milled — a keen 
detedlor of errors — a found fcriptorian — a fon of 
confolation to a wounded fpirit, and a confpicuous 
prevailer with God in prayer. The order of his 
family vifibly refledled the religion of his heart* 
he endeavoured to train his children up to ufeful 
learning * to make them dexterous at their pen- 
good accomptants — good grammarians — excellent 
* readers — good geographers, &c. &c. and to inform 
their judgment in thefe things, as well as to load 
their minds with great fwelling words of vanity. 
Thefe things, when accompanied with a becoming 
prudence, and good fenfe, make perfons fhine like 
flars in their own native country. 

Prodigalis never differed his daughters to learn 
to dance, to fwell their breads, or to dretch their 
necks with the curfed air of wantonnefs. He knew 
by woful experience the craft of the devil, and 
that he would ufe every effort to get at their hearts 
and dedroy their fouls, without his giving him a 
clue. Nor did his wife gad about with a d^efs 
upward man and downward woman, as if they were 
a kind of mermaids, — with a man’s hat and wig and 
a woman’s apron and a petticoat — a drefs becoming 
none but hermaphrodites. How odious does it look 
to fee men imitate women, with a back to their 
coat after the fafhion of French days, and bows of 
ribbon to their fhoes, like miffes in their teens* 
while the women wear not only the beaver and the 
wig, but the coat and waidcoat alfo : — The woman 
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(hall not wear that which pertaineth unto a man , 
neither flo all a man put on a woman's garment ; for 
all that do Jo are abomination unto the Lord thy God. 
Deut. xxii. 5. God has excluded the cottifh man 
from his kingdom — Know ye not that the unrigh- 
teous Jo all not inherit the kingdom of God > neither for- 
nicators^ nor idolaters , nor adulterers , nor effeminate . 
1 Cor. vi. q. 

I ufed to wonder what could be the reafon of 
fo many divorces and elopements among our mar- 
ried nobility ; but it is not to be fo much wondered 
at, when we fee fo many a£t like the king of 
Babylon — drefs the wife up for a fhow, and call 
for others to admire her, until her heart is im- 
prifoned to one of her admirers; then fhe quits 
her hufband, and fets her favourite to law with the 
injured man for a feparate maintenance ; and if fhe 
carries the fuit, which is often the cafe, then fhe 
keeps her humble fervant at the expence of her 
injured hufband. One would think thefe were all 
Nicolaitains, and that they were determined to have 
all things common. However, God will certainly 
vifit for thefe things , and his foul will be avenged on 
fuch a nation as this . Jer. v. 9. 

Prodigalis adted not fo ; he endeavoured to lead 
his family in that way where he was the molt likely 
to meet with the biefiing of his God. He ufed the 
means appointed, did his duty in his Ration, and 
left the event to his God; — nor did his family like 
him the worfe for it; for they faw the hand of 

God 
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God fo vifibly with him, tliat they feared him as his 
fervant, and revered him as a tender and gracious 
father. • * 

Ah'maaz. The man that puts his truft in God, 
will furely be defended and honoured by him ; for 
he is a wall of fire round about them that fear 

him, and they will furely burn themfelves that 

attempt to oppofe him *, and, as you jufely obierve, 
God will avenge the violation of his laws ; — -ma- 
trimony is God’s, inftituticn, himfeif is concerned 
in it, -and he will punifh the violators of it, as 
contemners of him. But do proceed with your 
account of Prodigalis ; — as .for the bale proceed- 
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ings of the ungodly, they can afford us no enter- 
tainment, unlefs it be to fet us to wondering at the 
difcriminating grace of God, that has caufed us to 
differ. I fuppofe that you look upon the glorious 
renewing of the poor prodigal to be his new birth, 
do you not ? 

Cujhi. Certainly I do. After Prodigalis believed, 
he was fealed with that holy fpirit of promife^ which 
is the earnejl of our inheritance . Eph. i. 13. And 
born of God he certainly was, for every faculty 
of his foul was renewed by the. Holy Ghofi, Tit. iii. 5 ; 
and that which is born of the Spirit is fpirit > as that 
which is born of the ftejh is jlejh . John iii. 6. He 
was enabled to believe in the Saviour to the falva- 
tion of his foul ; and he is a child of God . by his 
faith . Gal. iii. 26. His .father received him gra- 
ciously, and bleffcd him, which is a fuHicient proof 
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6f nls being predej linated to the adoption of Jons , 
Eph. i. 5. Befides, God the Father called him^is 
fon when he faid, This my /on was dead and is alive 
again, he was loft and is found •, and, bccaufe he is 
a fon, God hasfent forth the fpirit of his Son into his 
heart, crying, Abba, father 5 wherefore he is no more 
a Jervant , but a fon $ and if a Jon , then an heir $ an 
heir of God through Chrift . Gal. iv. 6, 7. 

Ahimaaz . Pray* my brother, fhew me fome. 
fcriptural criterions of a child of God ; and as you 
fay a fon is an heir of God and a joint heir with 
Chrift, do explain them to me, for I have had many 
doubts, fears, and temptations about my intereft 
in thele things $ though I believe, by the acceis 
that I find to God in prayer, and by the fami- 
liarity that I am indulged with, that the whole of 
them are in my heart. 

Cujhi. If I can be of any ufe to eftabiifh and 
fettle thy judgment, I fhall be very willing to ferve 
thee, according to my abilities j for I know that 
a gifted man is as much accountable to God for 
the hufbandry of his gift, as the wealthy man is for 
the hufbandry of his wealth ; both are ftewards, and 
both are accountable to their rhafter ; for God is 
the God of providence as well as of grace ; and the 
father of creation, as well as of regeneration. 

When God brings a poor penitent fmner into his 
family, he makes him fenlibiy feel a reconciliation 
take place between God and him. His confciencc, 
which before was the feat of ftrife, becomes the 
** principality 
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principality of divine peace. All the ek& ate 
pre-ordained to this peace and reconciliation, I fa. 
xxvi. 1 2 j hence they are called Tons of peace, even 
before peace be revealed to them. Into wbatfoever 
bouje ye enter , firft /ay. Peace be to this hou/e ; and if 
the fon of peace be there, your peace Jkall reft upon it ; 
if not , it jhall return to you again. Luke x. 5, 6* 
Secondly, fueh are enabled to call God father, with 
the teftimony of the word, the Holy Ghoft, and 
confcience on their fide — Ihou Jhalt call me my 
father , and jhalt not turn away from me. Jer. in. 1 9* 
This they are enabled to do by the Spirit — becaufe 
ye are Jons , God bath fent forth the fpirit of his Son 
into your hearts , crying , Abba, father ; wherefore 
thou art no more a Jervant, but a fon . The poor 
prodigal claimed this privilege in the far country— 
I will arife and go to my father 5 and God' owns 
him — this is my fon. Thirdly, their fonihip is often 
made plain, and cleared up to them, by fharp 
trials and confpicuous deliverances, by fevere chaf- 
tifements and ftrong confolations. My fon, defpi/e 

not thou the chaftening of the Lord, nor faint when 
thou art rebuked of him ; for whom the Lord loveth 
he rebukes and chaftens, and fconrgeth every Jon whom 
tie receive th j if ye are without chaftijements, of which 
all are partakers , then are ye baftards and not Jons i 
for what Jon is he whom the father chafte?2etb not. 

Fourthly, their fonfhip is made pkin to them 
by the love of God that is died abroad in their 
hearts ; which encourages them to a holy freedom 
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with God — finding at times their doubts and fears 
removed ; infomuch that tneir faith feems fettled. 
A fenfe of love cads out iervile fear, and gives a 
man a holy boldnefs at a throne of grace ; and faith 
works powerfully by love,' for he that loveih is born 
cf God , and knoweth God . i John iv. 7. Thus he 
may prove his spiritual birth, and his faving know- 
ledge of God, by the love that he feels to him ; 
and though at times the young Chridian may find 
the love of God greatly abate, according to his 
feelings, fo that he cannot rejoice asufual, yet even 
then it may be perceived j becaufe nothing in this 
world will repair the lofs to him, nothing will fill 
the vacancy *, his heart is dill breathing after God ; 
and truth hath faid, that where his heart is there is 
his treajure . Matt- vi. 21. 

Fifthly, he finds a real love to God’s family more 
than to all earthly friends and relatives, however 
near by blood. A divine tie is by far dronger than 
all the ties of nature ; and when this is the cafe 
with a poor foul, it is a plain proof that his carnal 
enmity is (lain, and that reconciliation has taken 
place by the Spirit. John brings it in as a proof 
cf divine life — We know that we are gaffed from 
death unto life , becaufe we love the brethren . 1 John 
iii. 14. 

Sixthly, his fondiip appears by the reverence and 
refpedt that he has for the word and wcrfhip of 
God. God’s houfe is his Bethel ; the promifes arc 
fweet to him \ blefied entertainment and fweet fatif- 
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&6biDn, he often finds in them ; — and as he finds 
life and comfort in the word, he may fay, with the 
Pfalmift, 'This is my comfort in my ajftiElion, for thy 
word bath quickened me. Pfalm cxix. 50. It is com- 
mon for an heir to love his inheritance ; and fo does 
the believer, who is an heir of promife. Heb. vi. 17. 

Seventhly, if any part of God’s word goes againfl: 
the weak believer, fo that it difcoVers his fins, and 
wounds him in the tendered part, yet he will not 
flee from it ; he comes to the glafs that difcovers 
his deformity, and leeks the very fword that wounds 
him i while the falfe heart fhuns the rays of truth, 
and fkulks into the gloomy (hades of darknefs, as 
bed fuiting his complexion ; they hate the light , nor * 
will they come to it , left their deeds Jhould he reproved. 

But he that doeth the truth cometh to the lights that 
his deeds might he made manifeft that they are wrought 
in God. John iii. 21. This proves the believer to 
be a child of light, becaufe he loves it, comes fo 
it, and feeks direction from it. H^hile ye have the 
light believe in the light, that ye may he the children 
of light, John xii. 36 ; and as they are children of 
light, fo they are heirs ; — heirs of God (who is light), 
and joint heirs with Jefus Chrift (the true light). 
Rom. viii. 17. 

Ahimaaz. Bleffed be God, I have felt more or 
lefs the operation of all your fcriptural criterions ; 
and I fee my fonlhip as clear as the noon-day. But 
do give me a little account of the believer’s inhe- 
ritance i for I am determined to keep your heart 
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fpringing,and your tongue going, if afking queftion* 
will do it. But, before you begin to defcribe the 
believer’s inheritance, be fo kind as to fhew me 
whether a foul thus juftified, and adopted into the 
family of God, be for ever delivered from con- 
demnation'*. — Have patience with me, my brother* 
for poffibly I never may be favoured with fuch an 
opportunity again. 

Cujhi. As foon as Prodigalis was deanfed, 
enrobed, and crowned, you know that both law 
and juftice were on his fide. The holy law, and 
fin-avenging juftice, are thofe that the guilty 
finner is afraid of. As for Mofes, he was con- 
tent as foon as the Saviour put the robe on him ; 

* 

and he muft be fo, or elfe contradidb his own 
l aw : — Therefore by the deeds of the law there Jhall 
no flejh living be juftified in God's fight ; for by the 
law is the knowledge of Jin . But now the righteouf- 
nefs of God without the law is manifefted 3 being wit - 
neffed by the law and the prophets ; even the right e- 
oufnefs of God, which is by faith of Jefits Chrift y 
unto all and upon all them that believe . Rom. iii. 20, 
21, 22. Thus you fee this righteoufnefs is wit- 
neffed by the law itfelf and from the mouth even- 
of Mofes 5 for Chrift is the end of the law for 
righteoufnefs to every one that believeth : for Mofes 
defcribeth the righteoufnefs which is of the law , that 
the man which doeth thofe things fhall live by them . 
But the righteoufnefs which is of faith [Mofes} » 
fpeaketh on this wife : Say not in thine hearts Who 

Jhall 
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Jhall ajcend into heaven ? that is, to bring Chrift 
down from above ; or. Who Jhall defcend into the 
deep ? that is, to bring Chrijl again from the dead . 
But what faith it ? The word is nigh thee, even in 
thy mouth, and in thy heart j that is, the word of 
faith which we preach ; that if thou Jhalt confefs 
with thy mouth the Lord Jefus, and Jhalt believe in 
thine heart that God hath raifed him from the dead, 
thou Jhalt be ftzved. For with the heart man believeth 
unto right toufnefs, and with the month confejficn is 
made unto falvation . For the fcripiure faith. Who- 
foever believeth on him Jhall not be ajhamed. Rom, 
x. 4 — ii. 

Thus Moles preached up an imputed righteouf- 
nels ; fpeaks of the faith of it, and of the confefllon 
of it, and bears witnefs to it ; and if he difapproves 
of the righteoufnefs of faith, he is again!! his own 
teftimony, and is no longer worthy the name of a 
faithful fervant, becaufe he finds fault of his Lord 
and Mailer’s righteoufnefs ; but that be far from 
Moles, for is the law againft the promife of God? God 
forbid. Gal. iii. 21. 

Mofes himfelf was not jollified by works in the 
fight of God, no more than we are ; hence he is 
enrolled among the believers. We all know that 
Mofes killed the Egyptian, and that was enough 
to condemn him for ever by his own law; he had 
no other fhelter from the avenging fword of juflice 
than the blood of Chrift. Through faith [Mofes] 
kept the pvffover, and the fprinkling of blood, left he that 
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defiroyed the firfthorn Jhould touch them . Heb. xi. a8v 
By faith [Mofes] refufed to he called the Jon of Pha- 
raoh's daughter ; chufing rather to fuffer affliction with 
the people of God , than to enjoy the pleafures of fin for a 
feafon , Heb. xi. 24, 25 ; for he had refpeCi unto the re - 
compence of reward, ver. 26. What reward was that 5 
why the reward promifed to Abraham — it could be 
no other. And did Mofes expert that reward by- 
works ? No ; for if the inheritance he of the law, it is 
no more of promife ; hut God gave it to Abraham hy 
promife. Gal. iii. 18. For the promife that Abra- 
ham fhould be the heir of the world, was not to him 
or to his feed through the law , hut through the right e- 
oufnefs of faith . For if they which are of the law he 
heirs , faith is made void, and the promife made of none 
effefi ; hecaufe the law worketh wrath . Therefore it 
is of faith , that it might he by grace ; to the end the 
promife might he fure to all the feed . Rom. iv. 13 — *16. 

Thus you fee we have made fhift to bring even 
Mofes himfelf on our fide of the queftion, and 
we have done right; for it was not the legal 
. works of Mofes that God commends,, but his faith 
— Mofes is faithful in my houfe. And it was to the 
comfort of Moles, as well as to us, that the Lord 
proclaimed his name before him — the Lord, the 
Lord God, merciful and gracious, long-fuffering, and 
abundant in gcodnefs and truth . Keeping mercy for 
thovfands , forgiving iniquity , and trarfgreffion, and fin. 
Exod. xxxiv. 6, 7. 

The way that Mofes found accefs to God, was 
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by faith in a Mediator ; and to free grace revealed 
he found accefs ; — And the Lord J aid unto Mojes , I 
will do this thing alfo that thou haft fpoken ; for thou 
haft found grace in my fight , and I know thee by name. 
Exod. xxziii. 17. Mofes is a fworn enemy to felf- 
righteoufnefs, and preaches it down as much as 
Chrift (his mailer) did in his days; and Ihews 
plainly that there is no entering into reft by that, 
nor for that : — Speak not thou in thine heart [here he 
condemns the thought of it] after that the Lord thy 
God hath caft them out from before thee, faying. For my 
righteoufnefs the Lord hath brought me in to pojfefs this 
land. Deut. ix. 4. Again, Not for thy right eoufnefs, 
or for the uprightnefs of thine heart , doft thou go to 
pojfefs their land) ver. 5. And again, Underftand there- 
fore, that the Lord thy God giveth thee not this good 
land to pojfefs it for thy righteoufnefs ; for thou art a 
fiiff-necked people , ver. 6. If the thought of meriting 
an earthly inheritance be condemned, what lhall 
we fay of them who not only think, but boaft of 
meriting an eternal inheritance by their own 
righteoufnefs ? 

Ahimaaz . God blefs thee, my brother, thou haft 
cleared that point up to my fatisfa&ion. I fee 
clearly that the righteoufnefs of Chrift is that in 
which all the ele6l Hand juftified before God; it is 
witnefled both by the law and the prophets; and 
as for the gofpel, that reveals no other : — I am not 
cfhamed of the gofpel of Chrift , for therein is the 
righteoufnefs of God revealed. Rom. i. 1 7 And find- 
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ing Moles himfelf juftified by the righteoufnefs of 
faith is a very comfortable thought to me. I fee 
clearly that the law can never find fault with the 
Saviour's righteoufnefs, which is upon every be- 
liever ; nor can it demand a better, nor condemn 
or curfe the man that has laid hold of it ; for, as 
the fcriptures fay, be that believeth is juftified freely 
from all things . O how fafe is the poor fmner 
under this robe ! Blejfed is the man whofe iniquity is 
forgiven , whofe fin is covered. Yea the Saviour him- 
felf declares, that he that believeth is pajfed from 
death unto life, and Jhall never come into condemnation ; 
and Paul ipeaks the fame thing — there is no con- 
demnation to them that are in Chrifi Jefus. Rom. 
viii. i. 

Thus I fee that a foul Hands juft in the prefence 
of God, and in the light of the law', by faith in an 
imputed righteoufnefs ; which Paul calls the obedi- 
ence of the Saviour : — Even fo by the obedience of one 
Jhall many be made righteous , Rom. v. 19, yea, all the 
eledt, for in him Jhall all the feed of Jfrael be juftified \ 
and Jhall glory. Ifa. xlv. 25. And we are for ever juf- 
tified in the eye of Juftice by faith in the Redeemer’s 
blood 3 and confequently Juftice can never demand 
of the believer the penal fum, which is eternal 
death. Surely God hath commended his love towards 
uSy in that while we were yet ftnners Chrifi died for us. 
Much more then , being now juftified by his blood, we 
fie all be faved from wrath through him. Rom. v. 8, 9. 
Thus I fee I ftand juft before the law, by faith in 
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the Saviour’s obedience ; and juft in the feven-fold 
eye of juftice, by faith in the Saviour’s blood ; and 
if fo, I am juftified freely from all things, from which I 
could not he juftified by the law of Miofes . Adts xiii. 39* 
But I have heard people, and even divines, fay, that 
our fins will appear at the day of judgment, 
though we are pardoned ; I wifti you would redtify 
this matter. I am to you as the queen of Sheba 
was to Solomon — I come to prove your wifdom with 
hard queflions, 1 Kings x. 1 . 

Cujhu For my part, I hope ever to go by what 
God fays in his word, not by what men lay. God 
fays of every believer, that he is complete in Ckrift the 
head. Col. ii. 10, and that he will not impute their 
trefpajfes unto them, 2 Cor. v. 19; tha t .he will caft 
all their fins into the Jea, Micah yii. i 9 ; that he will 
remember them no more , Jer. xxxi. 34; that he fees 
no fin in Jacob, nor perverfenefs in Ifrael Numb, 
xxiii. 21. And again, In thofe days, and in that time , 
faith the Lord , the iniquity of Ifrael fh all be fought for, 
and there Jhall be none ; and the fins of Judah , and they 
Jhall not be found ; for I will pardon them whom I re- 
ferve. Jer. 1 . 20. If I was to owe a man fifty pounds, 
and a furety ftepped forth and paid the fum, is not 
that debt cancelled ? Is not the book difcharged ? 
And have I not got the bill and receipt in full of all 
demands in my pocket ? And would it not be an 
unkind, and an unjuft adt in fuch a creditor to be 
perpetually producing that old debt to my view, in 
the prefence of all company ? would it not be con- 
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temptuous ? And what credit could fuch an one get 
by fuch an a< 5 tion ? Would not the book itfelfi 
being dil'charged, condemn his folly ? And who 
but a novice would charge the Judge of all the 
earth with this ? God bleffes every poor {inner that 
believes in his dear Son. Juftice fays, I am faith- 
ful and juft to forgive you* fin> and to cleanfe you 
from all unright ecufnefs.' — Moles is content. — And 
Chrift fays, thou art all fair y there is no fpot in thee . 
Song iv. 7. 

Ahimaaz . But fome fay, it will be done to mag- 
nify the grace of God, and to fhew how grace hath 
pardoned the greateft of fins. 

Cufhi. Juftice does not demand this, nor require 
it in all the Bible. Befides, it would admit of that 
\yhich God excludes; it would have the appear- 
ance of upbraiding, which the word of God ad- 
mits not. God giveth liberally and upbraideth not . 
James i. 5. 

As juftice does not require it, and as upbraiding 
is excluded, it can only be done to gratify devils 
and finners, which God will never do. I read, that 
the myftery of iniquity is to be revealed to the 
righteous ; but I never read that the myfteries of 
grace are to be revealed to the damned. The mani- 
fold wifdom of God is to be made known by the church 
to principalities and powers in heavenly places , Eph. 
iii. io, but to no other. A purged confcience, 
the law of God written in the heart, and the tefti- 
mony of God's Spirit, is a receipt in full of all the 
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above-mentioned demands. And the poor finner, 
who has long laboured under a fight and fenfe of his 
fins, frequently finds, that after God has removed his 
tranfgrefiions from his fight, and purged his con- 
fcience, that himfelf, even in a fit of unbelief, is 
not able fo much as to bring his fins frefh to his 
remembrance again ; they are blotted out as a 
cloud, they are buried, nor can the devil or unbelief 
raife them up and bring them to life again. Not 
a fingle fin fhall appear againft the poor believer 
in the judgment day; he fhall rife in his Sa- 
viour’s image ; He Jhall be like him y for he Jhall fee him 
as he is. i Johniii. 2 . He Jhall have boldnefs in 
the day of judgment. I John iv. 1 7. He Jhall be pre- 
fented holy and unblame able and uurepr eve able in God's 
fight . -Col. i. 22. He Jhall rifefirjl , and appear in the 
Saviour’s likenefs, before the wicked be raifed at 
all. 1 Thefif. iv f 16, 

Ahimaaz. I am coming again with another 
knot ; for I am determined to bring every puz- 
zling experience, and every puzzling providence 
forth ; not a perplexing feripture, not an entangle- 
ment in my judgment, will I leave unriddled, if 
God will enable me to bring them forth, and you 
to explain them. But I dare fay I fhall think of 
twenty things after you are gone, that I fhall now 
forget. But to the matter in hand. You know that 
Paul fays we muft all appear before the judgment- 
feat of Chrift ; — For we fall all fund before the 
judgment -feat of Chrijl . For it is written , As I live , 

faith 




iiffiiimmu 



( i7=> ) 

Jaith the Lord, every knee Jhall bow to me, and every 
tongue Jhall confejs to God . So then every one of us 
Jhall give account of himjelf to God. Rom. xiv. io, 1 1, 
1 2. And again. For we muft all appear before the 
judgment -feat of Chrift, that every cne may receive the 
things done in his body, according to that he hath done , 
whether it be good or bad. 2 Cor. v. io. Here, firft, 
Paul declares that- we muft all appear before 
the judgment-feat ; fecondly, every knee muft 
bow, and every tongue confefs to God; thirdly, 
every one muft give an account of himfelf to God ; 
and laftly, that every one may receive the things 
done in his body, whether good or bad. Be as 
plain as pofilble on the fubjedt ; for if you leave 
but a vacancy as big as a button hole, unbelief 
will creep in, and drag a thoufand doubts at her 
heels. 

Cufhi. Obferve, firft, the direction given by the 
lawgiver to the judge. If there be a controverfy be- 
tween men , and they come unto judgment , that the judges 
may judge them ; then they Jhall juftify the righteous , 
and condemn the wicked. Deut. xxv. i. And- again. 
If a man trefpafs againft his neighbour , and an oath be 
laid upon him to caufe him to fwear, and the oath come 
before thine altar in this houje ; then hear thou in hea- 
ven, and do, and judge thy Jervants , condemning the 
wicked, to bring his way upon his head ; and juflifying 
the righteous, to give him according to his right eoufnefs. 

1 Kings viii. 31,32. Here you have the unalter- 
able and eternal rule of judgment. In this rule 
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you find two fentences, and no more — juftification 
and condemnation — thou fhalt condemn the wicked 
— thou fhalt juftify the righteous. Now the effe&s 
or confequences of thefe two fentences are two alfo, 
a bleffing and a curfe ; the law reveals no more, 
Deut. 28 ; read the whole chapter. The bleffings are 
to thofe that hearken to the voice of the Lord in 
the gofpel, and the curfes are to the legal felf- 
righteous tribe, that truft in their obedience to the 
law, to which they adhere for life, becaufe they 
cannot fulfil the whole of it ; — As many as are of the 
works of the law are under the curfe , Gal. iii. 10 ; and, 
on the other hand, I have proved the believer to be 
under the bleffing ; fo then they which he of faith, 
are blejfed with faithful Abraham. Gal. iii. 9. 

I have already fhown that the believer is jufti- 
hed, confequently under the fentence of juftifi- 
cation ; and the glorious effe6t of this is, that he is 
bleffed $ yea, he is bleffed both by the law and the 
gofpel i God the Father bleffes him ; Kifs the Son 
left he he angry \ hie [fed are all they that put their truft in 
him. Pfalm ii. 12. He is bleffed alfo of God the 
Saviour ; — Becaufe thou haft Jeen me , Thomas, thou 
haft believed ; blejfed are they that have not fen, and 
yet have believed, John xx. 29. This bleffing is 
likewife pronounced by the Holy Ghoft ; — Blejfed 
are the dead that die in the Lord ; yea, faith the Spirit, 
for they reft from their labours , and their works do 
follow them. Rev. xiv. 13. This being the real 
cafe, the fentence of juflification, and the blefiing 
6 annexed 
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annexed to it, follows the believer go where he 
Will. 

Having (hewed you the rule of judgment, the 
fentence and the bleffing, I come now to fpealv 
of the judgment-feat. I have already proved, 
by the trial of Prodigalis, that the eled are 
arraigned and tried before the judgment-feat in 
this world 3 that the light of God fhines upon 
them ; that the commandment comes with power ; 
that fin revives, and the (inner, feeling the fentence 
thereof, dies ; that law, confcience, and Satan accvjfe 
him; and that by faith he is juftified,.and pafies 
from the fentence of death to fpiritual life by faith 
in the Son of God : as it is written, 1 am the refur - 
region and the life ; he that believeth in me , though he 
were dead yet Jloall he live 3 and he that liveth and be- 
lieveth Jhall never die. John xi. 25, 26. Thus you 
fee the eled foul is arraigned and acquitted in this 
world by an ad of grace. 

Secondly, Every time he fins againft his Father 
and Redeemer, haying the law of God and the rule 
of judgment written on his heart, he arraigns hirri- 
felfj this is his privilege, which if he negleds God 
does it : If we would judge Gurfelves we Jhould not be 
judged 3 but when we are chajlened we are judged of the 
Lord \ that we foould not be condemned with the world \ 
1 Cor. xi. 31, 32. 

Thirdly, The believing foul may appear before 
the judgment-feat of Chrift as foon as it is fevered 
from the body ; for the fpirit returns to God that 
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gave it. Eccl. xii. 7. But fuppofing this be the 
cafe, the believing foul can receive nothing but 
the fentence of juftification, and the blefiing an- 
nexed to it ; Blejfed are the dead that die in the Lord : 
but this is all fuppofition 5 for the Bible is ftlerit 
about it to the beftof my remembrance. It is faid 
of Lazarus, that he was carried hy the angels into 
Abraham s bojom , Luke xvi. 22 ; and of the thief, 
that he fhould be that day with the Lord in para- 
dife. Luke xxiii. 43. But there is nothing faid of 
a trial between death and eternal glory. Yet 
doubtlefs the Saviour will prelent every believing 
foul before his Father at their arrival in heaven ; 
but if he does, it will be without fpot or wrinkle, or 
any fuch thing : and if fo, it can be only to receive; 
the Father’s blefling ; which will be no vrorfe than 
that which the poor foul met with on his repen- 
tance ; namely, the Father fell on his neck and kijfed 
him , and rejoiced over him with finging. 

Fourthly, If w T e are all to appear before the 
judgment-feat of Ch rift in the great day, as the 
apoftle intimates, it will be only to be exalted to 
the right hand of the Lord : And he fhall Jet the 
jheep on his right hand , and the goats on the left . 
Matt. xxv. 33. And whatever account a believer 
is to give of himfelf to God, I believe the Saviour, 
as his only Advocate, will inftruft him in it : The 
meek will he guide in judgment , and the meek will he 
teach his way . Pfalm xxv. 9. And the chief ac- 
count that he will have to give at that day will be 
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an account of his unwcrthinefs, and to wonder at 
the grace of his incomparable Lord : Then Jkall the 
King Jay unto them on his right hand, Come , ye blejjed 
of my Father [mark the bleffing here], inherit the 
kingdom ‘prefared for you from the foundation of the 
world. Matt. xxv. j4. Now mind the Saviour’s 
procefs, For I was an hungred ', and ye gave me meat % 
thirfty , and ye gave me drink ; I was a ft ranger, and 
ye took me in ; naked , and ye clothed me ; I was fick , 
and ye vifited me ; I was in prifon , and ye came unto 
me. Matt. xxv. 35, 36. Now comes the account 
that the faints give of themfelves to God, which 
confifts of a public renunciation of all ufefulnefs to 
God, and of all dependance on merit: Then Jhall 
the righteous [mind the appellation] anfwer him , 
faying, Lord , when Jaw we thee an hungred , and fed 
thee ? or thirfty , and gave thee drink ? when Jaw we 
thee a ftr anger, and took thee in ? or naked, and clothed 
thee ? or when Jaw we thee ftck,- or in prifon , and came 
unto thee ? Matt.xxv. 37, 38,39.- Thus the Lord 
juftifies the righteous. Mind, he calls them righte- 
ous, which they could never be but by faith 5 for 
he that believes not is condemned already , Nor need we 
Wonder at the Lord’s putting encomiums on their 
works, for it was himfelf that worked in them both 
to will and to do of his own good pleafure. Phil. ii. 1 3. 
The Lord had wrought all their works in them, 
Ifa. xxvi. 1 2, and he takes fpecial notice of, and 
puts great encomiums upon them. But the righ- 
teous place no confidence in them, but renounce 
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them, with an humble confefiion of their unworthi- 
nefs : And they were juftified when they /pokey and 
cleared when they thus judged [of themfelves], Pfalm 
v. 4. Thus you fee, inftead of the fins of the juft 
being expofed, he brings forth every work of righ- 
teoufrfefs ; every fruit of faith and labour of love. 

Thus I have anfwered three things in your quef- 
tion. And I fuppofe Satan has been tempting thee 
to think that thou fhalt be covered with fhame and 
confufion, either at death or at thy entrance into 
heaven, or at the great and terrible day ; and his 
temptations have driven thee to make this earned 
inquiry; which is eafily anfwered : for if there be 
in the word of God any thing relating to your 
inquiry which I have not brought forth, thi^ text 
is fufficient to anfwer it, either at an hour of death 
or at the day of judgment : But Ifrael Jhall be faved 
in the Lord with an everlaflingfalvation ; ye Jhall not 
be a/hamed nor confounded y world without end . I fa, 
xlv. 17. 

The laft part of your queftion is, What is meant 
by every man receiving according to the works done in 
the body , whether good or bad? Here are two forts 
of works, good and bad ; which Paul calls the fruits 
of the Spirit , and the works of the flefh . The fruit of 
the Spirit is love } joy , peace y long f offer ing } gentlenefs , 
goodnefSy faithy mceknefsy temperance ; againft fuch there 
is no law . Gal. v. 22, 23. Now the works of the 
flefh are manifefty which are thefe y Adultery y forme at ion y 
lafcivioufnefsy idolatry y witchcraft y hatredy variance , 
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emulations 3 wrath > ftrife, /editions , herefies y tSc. &c, 
they that do Juch things Jhall not inherit the kingdom of 
God. Gal. v. 19, 20, 21. 

Thus you fee the world is divided into two 

clafles — Iheep and goats : and there are two forts 

of fruits— thofe of the flefh and thofe of the 

Spirit : fo likewife there are two covenants — one 

of grace, and the other of works : fo alfo there 

are two fenterices — that of juflification, and that of 

condemnation. The effedt of juflification is the 

blefling of God *, and the effect of condemnation is 

the eternal curfe of God. A bleffing and a curfe 

will clofe the fcene in the great day, and finally 

conclude the myflery of God. Rev. x. 7. 

As a jujl God and a Saviour the Judge will appear, 

and both clafies will be judged according to their 

works: thofe that fow to the fiefloyjhall of the flefh reap 

corruption and they that fow to the Spirit 3 fhall of the 

Spirit reap life everlqfting. Gal. vi. 8. Thus every 

man In all receive according to the things done in the body\ 

according to that he hath done 3 whether good or bad. 

2 Cor. v. 10. If he be a believer, he is blelfed 

with faithful Abraham j if he be a hoping foul, he 

fhall not be alhamed of his hope, but fhall enjoy 

his eXpedled inheritance, after his patience is tried 

in looking for that bieffed hope and the glorious appearing 

of the great God and our Saviour feflus Chrifl . Titus 
*• 

11. 13, 

O how thankful ought a foul to be at the 
thought of the blelfed Lord’s appearing to give a 
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reward to his fervants the prophets , and to all that fear 
his name , fmall and great. Rev. xi. 18. While, on 
the other hand, he that dies in the flefli is not one 
of the children of God ; for he dies in his fin, not 
in the Saviour, and dying in unbelief, he cannot 
enter the kingdom of God. For my part, I know 
of no other forts of fruits or works but thefe two 5 
and all the human race are bringing forth one or 
the other, according to the ftate they are -in, and 
the covenant they are under; nor is there any 
middle ftate between them. t • . . • 

Ahimaax. For my part I am fatisfied. Blefs the 
Lord , O my foul l and all that is within me blefs his 
holy name . Blefs the Lord, O my foul l and forget 
not all his benefits : who forgiveth all thine iniquities ; 
who healeth all thy difeafes ; who redeemeth thy life 
from defir uttion ; who crcwneth thee with loving- kind- 
nefs and tender mercies . Pfalm ciii. 1, 2, 3, 4. Pray 

now go on with the defcription of the blefied 
inheritance. 

Cufhi. That is more than man or angel can do : 
but the book of God mentions it : God the Father 
hath promifed to be our God : At that time , faith 
the Lord, will I be the God of all the families of Ifrael, 
and they Jhall be my people. Jer. xxxi. i. This im- 
plies that God will be the portion of his people. 
Fear not , Abraham, I am thy fhield and thy exceeding 
great reward. Gen. xv. i. Thus the Lord is the 
portion of his people, and Jacob is the lot of his inherit- 
ance. -Deut. xxxii. 9. This glorious portion is to 
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be known, and to be enjoyed by every believer at 
laft. For he is, as the fcriptures witnefs, an heir 
of God, and a joint heir with Chrift. Rom. viiL 17. 

The blefied Saviour is the believers portion 
alfo : God Jo loved the world that be gave his only- 
begotten Son , that whofoever believeth on him might 
not perijb , but have everlajling life . And again, I 
will keep him, and give him for a covenant of the 
people, Ifa. xKi. 6. The fight of this made Paul 
count all things but dung that he might win Chrift, 
Phil. iii. 8, whom he ftyles our life. Col. iii. 4. 

The Holy Ghoft aifo is the portion of a believer, 
and an earned; in his heart of all that he has in 
hope : I will fend you the promife of the Father . 
And again : I will pray the Father , and hejhall give 
you another Comforter , that he may abide with you for 
ever. Johnxiv. 16. 

Thus God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, are 
the believer's everlafting portion; and fo he will 
find it in the end, when he comes to be filled with 
all the fullnefs of God \ the, whole of which is 
couched in thefe words: That they all may be one 5 
as thou , Father , art in me, and I in thee, that they 
alfo may be one in us. And the glory which thou gaveft 
me I have given them , that they may be one even as we 
are one ; 1 in them, and thou in me, that they may be 
made perfcH in one. John xvii. 21, 22, 23. Thus 
much for the portion. 

But a dwelling place is likewife included in 
feripture, as well as the enjoyment of God ; for 
T • the 
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t/ie inheritance of the faints conlifts of a place as 
well as a glorious Hate : I go to prepare a place for 
you ; if I go and prepare a place for you , / w/ 7 / 
row*? and receive you to myfelf that where I am 

there ye may be alfo . John xiv. 2, 3. according 

to his promife , look for new heavens and a new earth , 
wherein dwelleth right eoufnefsi 2 Peter iii. 1 3. 

Ahimaaz. This is an inheritance indeed ! and 
blelTed be God, it is in a mealure enjoyed in this 
life ; for when God fheds abroad his love in our 
hearts, upon our receiving the atonement, the 
Holy Ghoft fills us with joy and peace in believ- 
ing; and we feel union and fellowjhip with the 
Father and the Son> 1 John i. 3, and enjoy the com- 
munications of the Holy Ghoft. And I believe 
this is what Paul means when he fays, The grace 
of the Lord Jefus Chrift , and the love of God > and the 
communion of the Holy Ghoft , be with you all. Amen . 
2 Cor. xiii. 1 4. 

Cujhi . It is Paul's meaning : and thus the blelTed 
Trinity is experimentally and favingly known by 
every real believer in this world. The above 
inheritance is the inheritance promifed to Abraham, 
Ifaac, and Jacob : — l am thy Jhieldy and thy exceed - 
ing great reward. And it is faid that they fought a 
country better than that which they left, namely, an 
heavenly one . Heb. xi. 16. , 

Ahimaaz . But pray, how is this inheritance 
fecured to the heirs thereof? becaufe fome people 
fay that an heir of it may fall from grace — be 
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difinherited — and have his portion in the lake that 
hurneth with fire and brim ft one ; and if fo, it had 
been better for them that they had never been 

made heirs, 

Cujki. Men who talk at that rate do not truft: 
in the grace of God; if you read their writings, 
you will find that all their contention is for flefhly 
works, and in works they truft. And thougn the 
word grace be often brought in, yet it is only done 
as a deception to entangle others ; hence'fuch are 
laid in fcripture to weave the fpider's web ; that is, 
as the fpider eatcheth her prey in her web, fo thefo 
interweave the word grace to catch fouls for Satan 
in the net of works. And as many a fly fettles 
©n the web to reft: till it be devoured, fo many 
fouls fettle ©n the Arminian web of grace and 
works, till they are entangled in the curfe of God 
and jaws of the devil. Such truft: in themfelves, 
not in God; and in their own dead works they 
place their hopes, inftead of grace. Fut the inherit- 
ance is not promifed to our works, nor fecured by 
them : For if the inheritance be of the law it is no 
more cf promife ; but God gave it to Abraham by 
promife. Gal. iii. 18. If it were to be obtained by 
the works of the law it would be very uncertain ; 
man might perform his part, and he might not : 
and if he did not perform the conditions, what- 
ever luch conditions might be, then Infinite Wif- 
dom mitfht be fruftrated in his grand defigns : 
therefore God has fecured it in a way that the end 
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is fare to be accompiiftied s which will plainly 
appear, if you confider the following negative 
and pofitive : For if they which are of the law he 
heirs, faith is made void, and the promife made of none 
effect j hecaufe the law worketh wrath ; for where 
no law is there is no trarfgreffion . Rom. iv. 15. 

If the law worketh wrath, as it certainly does, 
becaufe it reveals God’s wrath againft fin, and 
ftirs up fin againft God ; therefore the everlafting 
inheritance cannot be obtained by works, nor can 
it be fecured by the revelation of wrath : fo far 
from it, that the ftiffeft legalift is the greateft enemy 
to God, and the fartheft from the kingdom of God. 
The inheritance therefore is of faith [which is -God’s 
gift], that it might he [bellowed] by grace [not 
earned by works], to the end the promife might [not 
mifcarry, but] be fure to all the feed . Rom. iv. 16. 

Thus you fee it is a blefiing given us in Chrift 
— promifed to faith — fecured by grace — andinfared 
to all the chofen feed. Thofe perfons that you 
fpeak of, truft altogether in their own works, and 
bring in the word grace as a trap to entangle others 
in the works of the law : and when their flefhly 
works deceive and throw them down, as they did 
Peter, then they cry out, fuch an one is fallen from 
grace: whereas fuch always fight againft grace. 
Thus the painted fepulchre wears the garland — 
while he is permitted to deceive, and grace bears 
the fcandal ; when God fulfils his promife, The 
prating fool JhallfalL Prov. x. 8. 
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Ahimaaz. But there are many of thefe people 
who talk much of legal convictions and law terrors ; 
and you know that Paul fays, it is experience that 
worketh hope. 

Cufii. The experience of pardon, peace, and 
reconciliation through (Thrift, and of regeneration 
by the Holy Ghoft, worketh hope, but no other : 
the devils have experienced as many legal convic- 
tions, law terrors, motions of pride, workings of 
error, and as much defperate rebellion, as all the 
human race together, and yet are as far from hope 
as enmity and eternity can fet them. But the 
elect are predeftinated : In whom alfo we have 
obtained an inheritance , being predejiinated according to 
the purpofe of him who worketh all things after the 
counfel of his own will. Eph. i. 1 1. Hence they are 
faid to have their names inrolled in the book of 
life; and the book is figned by three immutable 
witnefles; and each witnefs has his name recorded 
in it, as appears by the Bible ; and the Bible is a 
copy of the eternal council. There are three that 
bear record in heaven , the Father , the Word \ and the 
Holy Ghoft , and thefe three are one . i John v. 7. 
This book is fealed with j even feals , Rev. v. 1, and 
delivered to the dear Redeemer, as God the Father’s 
will; which will was to be obeyed by the Saviour, 
and made known to the chofen heirs. The con- 
ditions of it, fuch as, magnifying the law, and fatif- 
fying divine juftice, were to be punctually per- 
formed, and the Father’s plan fully executed by 
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the Lord Chrift; and fo the inheritance was to be 
handed down to us by the Father's will, and the 
Son’s teftament ; of which will Chrift is the teftator, 
the executor, and the mediator. And for this caufe 
be is tbe Mediator tf the new teftament , that by means 
cf [his] death , for tbe redemption of tbe tranfgreffions 
that were [committed] under tbe firft teftament [or 
law], they which are called might receive tbe promife of 
eternal inheritance .* for where a teftament ts, there 
mitft alfo cf necejftty be the death of the teftator. Heb. 
ix. 15, 16. Our blefied Lord fhewed this when he 
inftituted the Lord’s fupper; which prefigured the 
death of himfelf as the Teftator, and the benefits 
of the teftament, flowing to the innumerable multi- 
tude of chofen heirs. For this is my blood of the 
new teftament , which is fhed for many for the remiftion 
of fins. Matt. xxvi. 28. 

Abimaaz. If this be the cafe, pray what became 
of the eledt that went out of the world before the 
death of Chrift ? How could the eternal Inherit- 
ance be conveyed to them ? For the apoftle fays, 
that a teftament is of force after men are dead-, other- 
wife it is of no ftrength at all while the teftator liveth. 

Heb. ix. 17. 

Cufhi. When the Saviour revealed the Father’s 
will and his own teftament to Adam, faying. The 
feed of the woman Jhall bruife the ferpent s head, and the 
ferpent fhall bruife the Saviour's heel, his death was 
implied in the promife, and clearly fhewn by the 
facrifice: and when Abel embraced the fame 
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promife by faith, his , lamb prefigured the Lord’s 
death : hence Chrift is faid to die in the type ■, and 
is therefore called the Lamb flain from the foundation 
tf ..the world. Rev. xiii. 8. So that the teftament 
was of ftrength as foon as the firft promife was 
confirmed by a facrifice. And by thofe legal facri- 
fices was the gofpel preached to the children of Ifrael, 
Heb. iv. 1,2,3 s ar *d thole that rejedted it, and 
tiufted in the moral law, died in unbelief, and came 
lhort of the inheritance j but thofe who mixed faith 
with the word, received the benefits of the tefta- 
ment ;• they eat the fpintual meat, and drank, the fpiri - 
tuat. it, ink j they drank of the rock that followed them, 
and that rock was Chrift. \ Cor. x. 4. 

Mofes was very particular in pointing the Ifrael- 
ites to this blefied Teftator and teftament j for the 
tabernacle, which prefigured the church, the books 
likewife, and the people, were all fprinkled, to fliew 
that the church muft be walhed in the blood of the 
antitype ; and that the teftament muft be con- 
firmed by the blood of Chrift, was fhewn by 
fprinkling the books ; and that finners hearts muft 
be fprinkled from an evil confcience, was fhewn 
by fprinkling the people. For when Mofes had 
Jpoken every precept to the people, according to the law 
(he then pointed them to the blood of Chrift), he 
took the blood of calves and of goats , with water and 
fear let wool and hyjfop , and fprinkled both the books and 
all the people, faying. This is the blood of the teftament 
which God bath enjoined unto you. Moreover, he 
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fprinkled likewife with blood both the tabernacle and cdl 
the vejfels of the miniflry. And almoft all things are 
by the law purged with blood : and all this to let 
the Tinner know, that without Jhedding of blood is no 
remifjlon . It was therefore neceffary that the patterns 
of things in the heavens fhould be purified with thefe , 
but the heavenly things themf elves with better facrifices 
than thefe ; (and what facrifices could they be but 
the body, blood, and foul of the Son of God?) 
Heb. ix. 19 — 23. 

Ahimaaz. I am fully fatisfied with the account, 
and have a mod comfortable view of the eternal 
inheritance ; and, bleffed be God, I have had many 
fweet foretafles of it : but Satan and my own unbe- 
lieving heart have often robbed me of my peace 
and comfort; and indeed at times I have been 
forely tempted to believe that 1 had neither part 
. or lot in the matter. I fee the teftament is well 
confirmed, and the inheritance richly fecured, being 

witneffed by the eternal Three — ratified by the 
# 

fevenfold feal of heaven — and enjoined to us, with 
all its laving benefits, by the blood of the Son of 
God. And 1 am fully perfuaded, that, as the cove- 
nant is confirmed, no man difannulleth or addeth 
thereto . Gal. iii. 15. But I have often doubted of 
my right and title, and whether my evidences are 
real or not. 

Cujhi. The eternal inheritance is handed down 
to us in an unconditional promife ; and as God is 
called a believer’s portion, fo a believer is called an 
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of Cod ; and as the portion is held forth to us 
in a promife, fo a believer is called an heir of 
promife, to whom the inheritance is confirmed by 
oath. Heb. vi. 17. And the teftament alfo is called 
the covenant of promife. Eph. ii. 1 2. 

That which gives a man a right and title to it, 
in the firfb place, is the free invitation and promife 
of God : Wbofoever will let him take the water of 
life freely. Rev. xxii. 17; there is the invitation: 
and he that cometh to me I will in no wife caji out, 
John vi. 37 5 there is the promife to the coming 
heir. 

Secondly, That which makes manifefl our fon- 
fhip and heirfhip is the grace of faith : For ye are 
all the children of God by faith in Cbrift Jefus . Gal. 
iii. 26. The appropriating ad of faith is called a 
receiving the promife s — and a receiving Chrift Jefus 
the Lord , Col. ii. 6 : both are the fame : for if we 
receive the promifes, the Lord is our portion, held 
forth in the promife 5 and when it is called a re- 
ceiving the Lord , it is the fame; for all the promife* 
are in him yea and amen . 

Believing on the name of Chrift for life and 
falyation is called a receiving of him : He came to 
his own, but his own received him not ; but to as 
many as did receive him , to them gave he power [or 
privilege] to become the fons of God , even to them 
that believe on his name. John i. 12. Thus you fee, 
that the privilege of fonfhip and heirfhip is made 
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manifeft to tis by faith ; and faith ventures upon 
a divine grant. 

Faith is likewife called a fubftance, and an evi- 
dence : Now faith is the fubftance of things hoped 
for, and the evidence of things not feen . Heb. xi. i. 
The things which a believer hopes for is the ever- 
lafting enjoyment of his God in heaven; and as 
faith leads the mind to Chrift, difcovers Chrift, lays 
hold of Chrift, applies Chrift, and gives Chrift. a 
dwelling in the heart by faith, Eph. iii. 17 ; it is 
called the fubftance of things hoped for ; and as the 
witnefs of God’s Spirit always attends it, and as it 
imprefifes the mind with the ftrongeft perfuafion, 
and confirms and ratifies the truth of God to the 
believing foul, it is called the evidence of things 
mt feen . 

To be (hort; faith is a divine perfuafion, a 
humble confidence, a living fruit, an adlive grace, 
a difeerning eye, an appropriating hand, and a 
moving foot. It is born of God ; it is a divine 
fubftance, not a ihadow ; a living fruit of the Holy 
Gnoft, not a barren afifent ; a comfortable aflfurance 
of all promifed good, and not a deceiving fancy : 

The juft live by it ; they overcome the world by 

it: the faints’ conflicts are called faith’s fight, and 
their conquefts are called faith’s vi&ory. 

Faith is fuch a powerful demonftraticn to th& 
believer’s confcience, that if he were under a ftrong 
temptation, and violently befet with unbelief, he 
dare not deliberately lay his hand on his heart, 
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look his Maker in the face, and fay he has neither 
part nor lot in his great falvation. Faith, as an 
evidence cf things not Jeen y would gain fay, every 
word of fuch a radi declaration, bring him in 
culpable of falfehood, and make him retradt every 
word even in the court of confcience ; and “ who 
<c again!! faith and confcience can be heard infal- 
tc lible (fays Milton) j yet many will prefume.” 
The Pfalmifl /aid in his heart , All men are liars ; 
but he that believes is not to make hajie , nor fuch 
bafiy conclufions, Ifa. xxviii. 1 6 ; for faith comes 
in as a deliberate evidence of the truth, and gainfays 
the whole of it, as may be fecn in the Pfalmifc, 
This is my infirmity . 

Ahimaaz . But if God's grant give me a right, 
and if faith fecures the inheritance to me, as the 
fcriptures that you have quoted plainly prove, for 
they fay, that God gave it to Abraham by promife ; 
and if they that are of the law be heirs, faith is made 
void , and the prcmtfe of none efiect ; and again, for 
as many as are of faith are blejfed with faithful 
Abraham , this is plainly proved. — But then, why 
is a man faid to obtain a right by doing ? Blejfed 
are they that do his commandments , that they may 
have right to the tree of life y and may enter in 
through the gates into the city . Rev. xxii. 14. 

Cuflei. Take heed that you never expound one 
feripture to contradidl another ; if you do, you will 
make a jargon of the fweeteft harmony, charge 
divine redlitude with inconfiftency, and the God of 
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order with conuifion. V/iJdmn fays, My mouth Jhail 
J 'peak truth , and wicked:: As is an abomination to my 
lips . All the words of my mouth are in righteoufnejs 
there is nothing froward or perverfe in them . They 
are all plain to him that underftandeth r and right to 
them that find knowledge . Prov. viii. 7,8,9. Now, 
to fhew you the meaning of the above text, firft I 
will grant it you in your own fenfe, and fee how 
the current of fcripture will harmonize with your 
opinion. We will fuppofe that a man, in a ftate of 
nature, never had committed an a&ual tranfgref- 
fion ; though God declares that all have finned ; yet,, 
for argument's fake, we will add to that man abfti- 
nence from fin — that he has obferved every precept 
of the law externally, and lived exadlly to that rule > 
yet God has concluded all men in unbelief Rom, 
xi. 32. And what fays God of his works — what- 
Joever is not of faith is Jin> Rom, xiv. 23 ; and again, 
without faith it is impojfible to pleafe God . Heb, 
xi. 6. And what fays the Judge himfelf of fuch a 
man — he that believeth not Jhail be damned. Mark 
xvi. 16. What fays God of his human righte- 
oufnefs — wo to them that cover with a covering , 
but not of my Jpirit , that they may add fin to fin. 

Ifa. xxx. 1. 

The grand points of the law are two, that a 
man love God with all his heart, and his neighbour 
as himfelf ; — on thefe two commandments hang all 
the law and the prophets. Thus you fee all the law 
hangs on the hinge of love ; but what fays God of 
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the natural man ? why, that the carnal mind is enmity 
againfl God ; that it is not fubjett to the law of Gody 
nor indeed can be. Therefore the Holy Ghoft con- 
cludes, that if a man have all knowledge , and un - 
derftand all myfteries, and fpeak with the tongue 
of men and angels , and if he give all his goods to 
feed the poor, and his body to be burned , and hath not 
charity , or love , it profit eth him nothing, i Cor. 
chap. xiii. He is ftill of the works of the law, and 
as many as are of the zvorks of the la w are under the 
curfe 5 — far by the deeds of the law jhall no fleflo living 
bejuftified . Thus you fee that your legal conftruc- 
tion upon that text runs foul of half the word of 
God. Is not this darkening counfel by words without 
knowledge? Jobxxxviii. 2. Will not God fay of 
you, that ye have not fpeken the thing that is right of 
me? Job xlii. 8. 

Now let me fhew you my opinion of that text.- 
What is God’s command concerning Chrilt and 
his goipel ? The text, yo-u know, mentions doing 
his commandments. Why he lays, I will raife them 
up a prophet from among their brethren , like unto 
thee [Mofes], and will put my zvcrds in his mouth , 
and he Jhall fpeak unto them all that I ' fhall command 
him. And it Jhall come to pafs , that whofoever will 
not hearken unto my words which he foal l fpeak in 
my name , I will requite it of him. Deut. xviii. 18, 19. 
John brings this in, And this is his commandment , 
‘That we Jhould believe on the name of his fon fefus 
Chrifly and love one another , as he gave us com- 
mandment. 
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mandment . i John Hi. 23, Now, fuppofe God fhouid 
open the door of faith to a man , Ads xiv. 27 ; and 
fulfil all the good pleafure of his goodnefs in him , and 
the work of faith with power, 2 Thef. i. 1 1 ; info- 
much that God {hould purify his heart by faith , 
Ads xv. 9 ; would not the above Commands be 
obeyed by liich a man ? be bath received grace (by 
Chrift) for obedience to the faith , Rom. i. 5 ; or, 
in other words, he hath been enabled to believe 
through grace ; or, by God’s gracious gift of faith* 
he is enabled to believe and obey the gofpeL 

Ahimaaz . Certainly the above commands are 
done, or obeyed, by fuch a man ; becaufe, as you 
lay, he has received grace for obedience to the faith 9 
and if the grace of God doth not produce obe- 
dience to the do&rines of faith, what does ? John 
lays, This is the viftory that over cometh the world, 
even our faith j but the world always overcomes an 
unbeliever, and ever will. It is faith that purifies 
the heart ; and he that is deftitute ol this grace is 
filled with guilt, enmity, and errors, and therefore 
as far from doing the commandments as Satan 
himfelf. 

Cujhi. Very true. Well, you find that all the 
law and the prophets hang on the hinge of love ; 
but no man by his natural power can reach this 
hinge, becaufe the carnal mind is enmity. Now, 
fuppofe God (hould fulfil this promife to a man, 
namely, circumcife his heart to love the Lord Cod 
with all his heart , and with all bis foul , that he 
w 6 m ’?bt 
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might live, Deut. xxx. 6, and enable a man to fay, 
as John did, we love him becaufe he Jirft loved us, 
— and fuch a man doth in his heart love both 
God and his neighbour — would not fuch an one 
do the commandments, feeing the fcriptures de- 
clare, that love worketh no ill to his neighbour , there- 
fore love is the fulfilling of the law ? And what fays 
God of the faith of that man ? why, he that believes 
ffoall be faved. And what fays the Holy Ghoft of the 
love of him ? why he fays, he that loveth dweileth in 
Cod , and God dweileth in him . 

If this be the truth of the matter, does not fuch 
a man do the commandments ? when God himfelf 
works in him both inclination and motion ; or, to 
fpeak in the dialed of fcripture, it is God that 
works in him both to will and to do of his good plea- 
fure. Phil. ii. 13. And if it be God’s work in him, 
what has fuch a man to glory in but the grace of 
God ? Faith is the gift of God , and the work of 
God ; this is the work of God, that ye believe on him 
whom he hathfent . John vi. 29. It is real faith in 
Jefus Chrift, and pure love to God, that produces 
evangelical obedience : as it is written, the grace 
of God teacheth men to deny ungodlinefs and worldly 
luft , cind to live foberly , righteoufiy, and godly , in the 
world . Tit. ii. 12. Therefore we may conclude, 
that whofoever does not attribute his obedience to 
the grace of God, robs God of the glory of his own 
work 5 and he that afcribes it to free-will and human 
power, deities himfelf. 
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Ahimaaz. I am Tweedy inftru&ed, and abun- 
dantly fatisfied, with your opinion of the text, it 
tallies To exa&ly with my own experience ; nor do 
I believe that all the advocates for free-will and felf- 
righteoufnefs upon earth could erafe your evange- 
lical fentiments from my judgment. I evidently 
fee that it is the faithful man to whom the great 
reward is promifed ; and it is audacious pride in 
men to attribute that glory to flefhly works which 
is due only to the God of grace : the humble be- 
liever is preferved, while the lofty work- monger 
meets with his juft deferts. Well might the Pfalmift 
fay, O love the Lord all ye his faints ; for the Lord 
preferveth the faithful , and plentifully rewardeth the 
proud doer. Pfalm xxxi. 23. It is clear to me that 
your do&rine wifely fecures the glory of our falva- 
tion to God, and affords comfort and eftabliftiment 
to his adopted children ; and, if I am not much 
miftaken, the glory of God, and the falvation of 
his eledt by Jefus Chrift, was the ultimate end that 
God had in view when he created the world 3 and 
that end he ftill aims at in his redeeming and re- 
conciling finners to himfelf ; yea, his government 
* of the world, as well as his works of creation and 
redemption, of providence and grace, was from the 
firft the great and grand defign of the Almighty ; 
which will be aecomplifhed when God dilplays the 
riches of his grace in glory by Jefus Chrift . Then 
lhall be known by the churchy to. the principalities 
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and powers , in heavenly places , manifold wifdsm 

of God. Eph. iii. 30. 

Cujhi. Now you fpeak like one of the true cir- 
cumcifion, which worfhip God in the Spirit, rejoice : 
in Chrift Jefus, and place no confidence in the 
fiefh. But in fome diings I think you favour fo 
much of the old cafk, that you are, like Moab, 
fettled on your lees . Jer. xlviii. 11. 

Ahimaax. Though you are not a profefibr of 
Greek or Hebrew, yet I find you are a very nice 
critic in the language of Canaan. Ifa. xix. 18. 

Cufbi. 1 have often heard of gentlemen who 
have endeavoured to tear me to pieces for a breach 
of grammar, which is but a breach of fenfe and 
founds at mcft, and can only communicate a jargon 
to the ear ; while fuch have made fifty breaches in 
divinity in one difcourfe, which minifters deftruc- 
tion to the foul. Therefore an ungrammatical 
divine is ten thoufand times better than a learned 
and eloquent deift, though he be dignified with 
the title of learned. The bleffed Saviour never 
made one breach in divinity, though, according to 
our rules, he made one in grammar, when he faid. 
Before Alraham was 1 am. 

But to return to our fubjed ; the glory of all 
good works wrought in men ought to be attri- 
buted to God, from whom every good and every 
perfect gift cometh . Hence the real church of God 
owns, to the honour of her head, that the Lord had 
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wrought all her works in her . Ifa. xxvi. 12. For 
my part I have narrowly obfcrved the lives of 
God’s elect who appear to 'be found in the truth, 
and called by grace ; and by what I can gather, 
they are the only workers unto the kingdom of God. 
I generally find them employed like their blefled 
Lord j fometimes weeping and carrying the crofs j 
at other times employed in acts of charity to the 
utmoft of their ability ; at other times at war with 
fome fore temptation, befetting fin, or fpreading 
error; at other times oppofingthe wife difputers of 
this world, who oppofe the lovereignty of their 
Maker, and juftify themfelvesj fometimes I find 
them at the work of felf-examination ; at other 
times citing themfelves before the tribunal of God 
for fome mifdemeanor, fighting againfl the flefh, 
confefling their faults, juftify ing their God, im- 
ploring forgivenefs, and feeking reconciliation with 
him, as the fummit of all their happinefs ; fome- 
times I find them bemoaning the lofs of their 
Lord, and earneftly feeking his face ; at other times, 
with the ftate of fome poor finner on their minds, 
travailing in birth till Chrift be formed in him ; at 
other times with the high praifes of God in their 
mouthy and a two-edged fword in their hand , Pfalm 
cxlix. 6 ; at ether times I find them condoling: the 
miferable, or weeping with the?n that weeD ; and 
fometimes holding forth the word of lifey as gooa 
Jiewards of the manifold grace of God . 1 Per. iv. 10. 
In fhort, I never could apply the Lord’s divine 
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falutation of All hail , Matt, xxviii. 9, to any but 
to thefe ; for thefe, in the ftri&eft fenfe of the word, 
may be called holy workfolks. 

I have narrowly watched the various tribes of 
legal workers, and indeed they fometimes feem to 
outrun the real faint in outward appearance ; but, 
as the Lord fays, there are lad that {hall be firft, 
and firft laft ; for many are called, but few chofen. 
While the felf- righteous remain deftitute of grace, 
whatever outward fhew they may make, God is not 
glorified in them j their principles are corrupt, their 
judgments filled with confufion ; their motives are 
bafe (while deftitute of the faith of God’s elett, and 
felf is the end aimed at in all their fliew of devou * 
iion) ; they expedi to bring in God a debtor to 
them, while, as the Lord fays, all their works are 
to be feen of men. I have often heard them abufe 
the fovereignty of God, and attribute tyranny to 
their Maker, whoje judgment muft he according to 
truth ; at other times calling his decrees blafphe- 
mous, though they bring forth a fiaving knowledge 
of God's mind and will , and make the barren heart 
of a Jinn er tike a fruitful field ; at other times, I 
find them abufing the teftimony of God’s fervants, 
conftruing their words to a fenie they never in- 
tended, and drawing conclusions that never enteied 
their thoughts, in order to bring the grace of God 
into contempt ; at other times, i find them fo pro- 
fufe with the mercy of God, as to entail it on all 
the human race j and at other times fo fparing, as 
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to declare that fome of the Lord’s redeemed are in 
hell. In fhort, pride, arrogance, felf-feeking, and 
felf-deifying, is all that ever I could fee in the felf- 
righteous free-wilier; — confounding the fenfe of 
God’s word, and rebellion againft his fove reign 
will, has ever difcovered itfelf in all that I have had 
a knowledge of; and fuch proceedings appear to 
me to be no better than an introdu&ion to the 
performances exhibited in hell. 

G finner, lay by pleading thy own merit, for 
God will furely reject thy confidences to the end of 
the chapter : Many will Jay unto me in that day y 
Lord , Lord, have we not prophefied in thy name? 
and in thy name have caft out devils ? and in thy name 
done many wonderful works ? And then will I profefs 
unto them , I never knew you ; depart from me y ye that 
work iniquity . Matt. vii. 22, 23. Thus you fee that 
hell itfelf will not cure the legalift of boafling ; nor 
will the encomiums of the J udge himfelf ever fet the 
eledt at it ; they will flick to their being unprofi- 
table fervants to the lad, as has been already ob- 
ferved ; and it muft be fo, for the Lord declares 
that he that humbleth himfelf Jhall be exalted , and he 
that exalteth himfelf Jhall be abafed . 

Ahimaaz. I fee clearly that faith is a foul-hum- 
bling, felf- emptying, and felf-abufing grace, as well 
as an evidence of things not feen ; but I am at 
times led to doubt whether I have any faith at all. 

Cujhi. Didft thou never difcover in the word of 
God, as well as in the firft open vifion that thou 
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hadft, an amiablenefs and a fuitablenefs in the Sa- 
viour, as he is fet forth in the word, infomuch that 
thy very foul went out after him ? — that was faith’s 
eye that difcovered the objedt of life. He that fol- 
low eth me jhall not walk in darknefs , hut he Jhall 
have the light cf life. John viii. 12. And haft thou 
not found thy heart fo bent for a part and lot in 
him, that all the world hath appeared as nothing 
when compared to him ? — that is faith’s power, in- 
clining the will to chule and embrace him above 
all other objedts. He that comes to God muft believe 
that he is a rewarder ; and again, Faith lays hold on 
eternal life. Thus faith (bines on the undemand- 
ing, and difcovers the Saviour as the objedt moil 
defirable, and then inclines the will to chufe him ; 
and then, laftly, (he calls in love to admire her 
choice ; this is the grace that availeth — neither cir - 
cumcifion availeth any thing nor uncircumcifion , hut 
faith that worketh by love. Gal, v. 6. And as foon 
as love comes into the foul, (he cads out flavilh 
fear, and brings in her own attendants, which are 
joy and peace — God fill you with joy and peace in 
believing. Rom. xv. 13. The believer now cannot 
exprefs his fenfations — whom having not feen he 
loves ; and though now he fees him net , yet , believing , 
he rejoices with joy unfpeakable and full of glcry . 
I Pet. i. 8. 

Ahimaaz. What you have faid of faith my foul 
has often experienced and fweetly enjoyed there- 
fore 1 hope I am really blefied with that Ipiritual 
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grace ; and I do find that it purifies my heart — for 
anfwers of pardon and peace are often brought to 
me from the Saviour by faith’s prayer. 

Cujhi . Then fhou art upon the foundation, and 
may fay with the apoftle, this is the confidence that 
we have in him , that if we afk he heareth us , and we 
have the thing defined . i John v. 14. Thy faith is ge- 
nuine — a real evidence of things not feen. Poverty 
of fpirit is a fure mark of thofe that fhall obtain the 
prize of the high calling of God in Chrifi Jefus. Phil, 
iii. 14. When a man fees the infufliciency of his 
own righteoufnefs, he accepts an imputed one; 
when he feels his loft eftate, he is thankful for a 
Saviour; when he is confcious of the infinite debt 
that he has contra&ed, he flees to the furety 5 and 
when fenfible of the deceitfulnefs of his own heart, 
that he dares place no .confidence in the flefh, he 
embraces the rock for want of a fhelter ; and when 
his refuges of lies are all fwept away, and his falfe 
hopes rooted up, then he digs deep, and founds 
all on the Rock of Ages. This is the man that is 
poor in fpirit : — Stripped of pride, and humble in 
heart, like the poor Prodigal, he comes to God, 
with humble confeflion, knocks at mercy s door, 
and begs the bread of heaven ; fuch an one is fure 
of the prize — Blejfed are the poor in fpirit } for theirs 

is the kingdom of heaven. Matt. v. 3. 

Thirdly, the Holy Ghoft is lent into the be- 
liever’s heart, to influence, enlighten, and inftruct 
his underftanding and confcience, and to bear a 
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joint witnefs with conference that the believer if 
juftified by his faith ; — where there ufed to be 
nothing but the feritence of felf-condemnation, and 
the tormenting accufation of an evil confcience. ' 
Things are fo changed* that the believer finds the 
accufation is filenced, and a joint teftimony for 
God is evidently felt and enjoyed; — he that believcth 
hath the witnefs in himfelf \ for the fpirit bearcth 
witnefs. i John v. 6, io. Thefe things enable fouls 
to fay, Our rejoicing is this , the teftimony of our con- 
Jcience ; as I faid before, the believer hath a joint 
witnefs ; for the Spirit beareth witnefs with our 
fpirits that we are the children of God. Rom. 
viii. 1 6. Thus you fee that love, joy, peace, and 
faith, are the firft-fruils of the Spirit. Rom. viii. 23 ; 
and the fpirit of thefo fruits is the foretafte and 
the earneft of cur [future] inheritance , until the re- 
demption of the pur chafed poffeftion , unto the praife of 
his glcry. Eph. i. 14. 

Ahimaaz. I clearly fee that my foul is interefted 
in the covenant of grace ; nor am I without the 
evidence, the firft-fruits, and the earneft that you 
have mentioned ; and I believe, according to my 
prefent* frame and views, that I fhall never doubt 
again; then, Lord y of thy gcodnefs , haft made my 
hill Jo ftreng. I fuppofe that Prodigalis enjoyed 
thefe heavenly blejfmgs in Chrift JeJus, thefe fweet 
foretaftes of heaven, in a wonderful degree ; for it 
is often feen, that a miferable Prodigal meets with 
a ccnfpicuous deliverance, and a foul- humbling 
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reception, when God gives him repentance unto life* 
And indeed if fuch poor fouls had not, it would be 
impofiible for them to believe to their eternal fal- 
vation 5 they having fuch a dreadful fight of an 
angry God, and their finful felves, it requires a 
work of faith with power, to put their unbelief to 
die blufh, and the devil and confcience to filence ; 
nothing will confound thefe but a wonderful ray, 
an almighty deliverance, and a divine and all-pre- 
vailing evidence. 

Cujhi. That is another excellent fpeech ; you 
begin to mend upon it, I think. But to your in- 
quiry. Prodigalis did, I believe, enjoy as much of 
the foretaftes of heaven as moft do, until the Spirit 
of grace had armed him with the whole armour of 
God, and then he led him forth as an armed Joldier 
of Jefus Chrifty to be tempted of the devil . 

Ahimaaz. It is amazing to me that the devil 
ihould be fo unwearied in tempting the children 
of God, feeing he has met with nothing but re- 
peated difappointments ; befides, the Saviour has 
promifed power to his children, fufficient to van- 
quifh all the power of the devil ; injomuch that nothing 
Jhall by any means hurt them. Luke x. 19. The 
devil mud know this, becaufe he never could 
deiiroy one of God’s eledt ; and, as the gates of 
hell foall not prevaily Matt. xvi. 18, I am furprifed 
that Satan does not raife the fiege as an affailant, 
and get weary of the fuit as a plaintiff. 

Cujhi . There is no likelihood of that , Satan ftilf 
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plough" in hope; and though he cannot deftroy 
the elect, yet if he can deftroy their peace, or get 
them to rebel againft God, it is pleafing to him : 
die devil has a feaft when we have a faft. And, on 
the other hand, when we are on the mount the 
devil has a double hell: befides, his enmity againft 
Chrift and his eledt is fo deeply rooted, that he 
cannot endure the fovereignty of the Saviour, nor 
the objects of his choice. 

Ahimaaz. But why is the devil fo incenfed 
againft the Saviour, any more than againft God 
the Father. 

Cujki . Several reafons may be affigned for it; 
Firft, The Lord Chrift left the rebel-angels in 
their rebellion, when he charged them with folly . 
Jobiv. i' 3 . Secondly, He curfed and condemned 
their prime leader in Eden. Gen. iii. 14. Thirdly, 
He referred them in everlafting chains [debarred of 
light] under darknefs to the final judgment, Jude 6; 
while, on the other hand, he confirmed the eledt 
angels by an irrevocable decree, took them from 
the bafis of free-w T iil, and fixed them in immutable 
love and almighty power ; fo as to render it impof- 
fible for them ever to fall, as the other had done. 
They are not left now to the freedom of their own 
will, but confirmed in their glorious Head, Chrift ; 
who is therefore called, the Head of all principality 
and power. Col. ii. 10. And as the angels are 
confirmed by the Saviour in eternal friendfhip, 
their willingnefs to renounce their former ftanding 
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in the freedom of their own will; their ready 
acquiefcence in, and thankful acceptance of con- 
firmation in Chrift the eled Head, in whom God 
had predeftinated their everlafting Handing; for 
this reafon they are called elect angels : and their 
acquiefcence is called a reconciliation, though they 
were never at enmity. And having made 'peace 
through the blood of his crofs , by him to reconcile all 
things to himfelfy by him , I fay % whether they be things 
in earth or things in heaven . Col. i. 20. 

This is one caufe of the devil’s enmity againft 
election ; and he has got thoufands in the world 
who make a profeflion of religion that are influ- 
enced by him, and boldly efpoufe and defend his 
caufe againft the fovereign will of the Almighty. 
The great and terrible day of the Lord will difcover 
many wonderful and awful fcenes of this fort, to 
the everlafting confufion of many who now triumph 
in it. 

Secondly, It is a moft galling and degrading 
confideration to a proud and lofty fpirit, as the 
devil is, that fallen men, after they were feduced 
by Satan, were found under the condemnation and 
curfe of God, as well as themfelves; and when 
both natures appeared before God equally con- 
demned and on a level ; that the Saviour fhould 
rejedt the angelic nature, and afTume the human — 
for verily he took not on him the nature of angels , but 
he took on him the feed of Abraham . Heb. ii. 16. 
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This fovereign a£t, this difcriminating grace of 
the Saviour, the devil hates. 

Thirdly, By the Saviour’s death on the crofs the 
devil fuffered lofs in his kingdom ; his dark domir 
nions were wonderfully difcovered ; the deftroying 
power of fin (the main pillar of his empire) was 
taken away, infomuch that it fhall never deftroy 
one of God’s eledh The devil was call down as 
an accufer, and cannot in one fenfe be called the 
god of this world, for the heir of all things over- 
came him. 

Death, another inferior fovereign in Satan’s 
dominions, was plagued, and fhall furely be de- 
ftroyed. Hofea xiii. 14. Satan, fin, and death 
were triumphed over, and expofed openly on the 
crofs, Col. ii. 15, the devil led captive by the 
Saviour, Eph. iv. 8, and a kingdom of grace fet 
up in the w r orld, that fhall furely demolifii his. 
Dan. vii. 14. 

Another reafon that may be affigned of the 
devil’s malice is, that the Saviour, whom he fo 
hates, w ill bring him and all his legions forth to 
judgment; Satan is referved under darknefs to 
judgment ; and, when the Lord will expofe or 
reveal the whole my fiery of iniquity , 2 TheH ii. 7, 8, 
then fhall the faints appear in the truth which 
the devil left, as Efther did, in Vafhti’s palace, 
Eftber ii. 17 ; for they fhall he as the angels of God in 
heaven , Matt. xxii. 30 ; while fallen angels fhall be 
left on a level with fallen men ; not at all fuperior, 
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unlefs it be in mifery: hence you read of Tinners 
going in company with the devil and his angels . 
Matt. xxv. 41. But the moft tormenting thought 
to infernal pride is, that eledted, redeemed, and 
reftored men fhall judge thefe infernal kings, princes, 
and potentates : Know ye not that we Jhail judge 
angels ? 1 Cor. vi. 3. In that day it will appear, 
that thofe that 'died in free-will and felf-righteouf- 
nefs will be found among the black brigade, as fure 
as there is a God that judgeth right. 

Thefe are Tome of the reafons that may be af- 
ligned for the devil’s unlimited malice againft the 
Saviour and his eledt; therefore it is vain for the 
eledt to expedt reconciliation, feeing God has de- 
clared the war : and we may fay of Satan’s envy 
as the learned Milton does : 

a Never can true reconcilement grow 
*' Where deadly hate has pierc’d fo deep.** 

Hence we may warrantably conclude, that the 
devil will never raife the fiege while God has a 
church in the world; nor will he ever drop the 
fuit, as a plaintiff, as long as he can draw one 
believer to liften to his lies, yield to his temptations, 
or fret at his accufations. 

Ahimaaz. Pray how did he begin with Prodi- 
galis ? I fuppofe in a furious way, becaufe he had 
formerly been a faithful fervant to the devil ; and 
as he knew many of his wiles, he was the better 
able to expofe them : it is often feen that fuch are 
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the moft valiant for truth, the moft loyal to the 
Saviour, and the moft fervent in prayer. They 
that are faithful to the unrighteous mammon will be fo 
to the true riches . Luke xvi. u. "They that have 
much forgiven will love much y Luke vii. 47 5 and to 
whom men have committed mucb y of him they will afk 
the more . Luke xii. 48. 

Cujhi. You muft know, that Prodigalis, being 
fo confpicuoufly delivered, thought the devil was 
fo rebuked as never to attack him again ; nor 
did he in the leaft fufpedt that the evils of his 
heart would ever make a fecond appearance ; nor 
that he fhould ever lofe fight of the Saviour. In 
this fecure frame he was altogether unprepared for 
trial j the devil knew this, and therefore caught 
the opportunity. A believer may often be charged 
with being off his guard ; but no fuch charge can 
jufily be brought againft the devil y in this point he 
is wifer than the children of light . 

When the devil came to him he firft poured a 
whole fhower of fiery darts into his mind; the 
corruption of his heart caught the flame, and the 
whole courfe of nature was fet on fire of hell . James 
iii. 6. The fmoke beclouded his underftanding ; 
or (as Paul fays), the god of this world had blinded his 
eyes ; his judgment w as confufed, and every divine 
lenfution feemed to be fwallowed up with horror 
and difmay. Satan having thus gained an advan- 
tage of him, he prefented him afrefii to the bar of 
judicature, and there accufed him of the very biaf- 
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phemous thoughts which himfelf injected into his 
mind ; he tempted him to believe that he had fallen 
from grace; he fuggeftcd hard thoughts of the 
Saviour to him, and then accufed him of it. He 
fuggefted to him that he had finned againft the 
Holy Ghoft ; and that all the confufion and horror 
that Prodigalis felt were the effects of the juft judg- 
ment of God for his unpardonable fin ; and was 
no lefs than an earned of what he would fuffer to 
eternity. 

Prodigalis felt for his foul-comforting witnefs, 
but he could not feel him; his faith feemed not 
to do her ufual office : therefore the poor foul 
funk into the real fears of death, and horrors of 
hell, as bad as ever. Deftru&ion appeared on one 
fide, and Satan on the other ; and the devil 
brought many ot Mofes’s old accufations againft 
him, as if it were Mofes that was acCufing him as 
an unbeliever. 

Poor Prodigalis never was more confounded 
than now : at his firft trial he had no fenfible 
hope of mercy ; but to be arraigned, after juftifi- 
cation, was a myftery too profound for him to 
make a judgment of. Therefore he gave all over 
for loft ; not doubting but he was given up as a 
reprobate into the hands of Satan ^ and that he 
would certainly prevail to make him vent the 
horror and rebellion of his burdened heart in blaf- 
phemous expreffions. 

While Prodigalis was finking in defpondency, 
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thefe words came with a divine power to his 
mind ; Beloved , think it not Jlrange concerning the 
Jiery trial which is to try you , as though Jome fir ange 
thing happened unto you : but rejoice , inajmuch as ye 
are made partakers of Chrift's /offerings, 1 Pet. iv. 
12, 13. Thefe words gained the attention of the 
poor man, which Satan could not endure ; for he 
can do nothing with us any longer than while he 
employs our mind, and we are attentive to his lies ^ 
which is his wifdom and our folly. 

The devil, perceiving that poor Prodigalis was 
attentive to another voice, laid violently againft 
him ; but the other having received a little en- 
couragement from the above text, was periuaded 
that he fhould enjoy the fentence of juftification 
again ; nay, he was perfuaded that it would come 
with power a fecond time ; and therefore he put 
up thefe petitions; Hear the right , O Lord! attend 
unto my cry \ give ear unto my prayer , that goeth not 
cut of feigned lips : let my fentence come forth from thy 
prefence : let thine eyes beheld the things that are equal, 
<1 hou haft proved mine heart ; thou haft viftied me in 
the night ; thou haft tried me, Pfalm xvii. 1, 2, 3 * 

As foon as Prodigalis had ended his petitions, 
the glorious Advocate anfwered his prayer in the 
joy of his heart •, and applied thefe words with 
fuch power, that the fham court grew too hot for 
the cunning accufer ; No weapon formed againft thee 
ft: all frofper, and every tongue that fkall rife againft 

" thee in judgment thou Jhalt condemn, Ifa, xliv, 17. — 
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Poor Prodigalis recovering his fpiritual might, and 
feeing his beclouded evidences appear, if poflible, 
ten times brighter than ever, and finding the word 
of God flow in upon his mind, he laid hold of the 
fword of the Spirit, and faid to his accufer, It is 
God that juflifleth ; who is he that condemneth ? It is 
Chrifl that died . Rom. viii. 33. The devil imme- 
diately vanifhed. 

This fliam trial ferved to teach Prodigalis the 
ufe of God’s fword ; and evidently fulfilled the 
fcriptures : Submit yourf elves therefore to God ; rejifl 
the devil , and he will flee from you, James iv. 7. 

Ahimaaz. I dare fay the poor man found hi$ 
love warmer — his faith ftronger-— and faw the 
office, ufe, and faithfulnefs of his Advocate in a 
clearer light than ever he had done before. There 
are none that know, but thofe who experience it, 
how the immutable love of God, and the faithful- 
nefs of the Saviour, (which appears in fo many 
repeated deliverances), does endear the Almighty 
to the poor helplefs believer, who is perpetually 
buffeted by the common enemy of God and man. 

Cufhi, Indeed, Prodigalis never had feen the 
Saviour in his office as an Advocate but once 
before, and in this confufion he had loft fight 
of him : but by means of trials we are led to feel 
our need of the Saviour in every chara&er that 
he fuftains, which we know nothing of until various 
trials make us fenfible of our need of them, and 
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the Saviour condefcends to appear in and fulfil 

• • * • • ** * 

them. , 

And I doubt the want of obferving and confider- 
ing thefe things is one reafon of the dejedion of 
too many precious fouls in our days. Our kind 
Intercefibr ought to be viewed in that office every 
time we pray. -As our Mediator he is wanted 
when there appears a controverfy between God and 
confcience. An Advocate and a Wonderful Coun- 
fellor mud be felt for in temptations, or elfe the 
accufer’s wifdom will be too much for us. And 
thefe charaders our Lord fuftains* and he will 
ever difcharge his offices with divine reditude, if 
the prayer of faith implores his aid. 

Prodigalis was fo confirmed in the faithfulnefs 
of his Lord, and in the power of faith, that he 
fecretly wifned the fame trial to come over again, 
that he might (hew his loyalty, his love, and his 
faithfulnefs to his Lord, and not difhonour him by 
his unbelief, as he had done, in giving place to the 
devils which he faw was a fin refleding difhonour 
on every perfedion of his Lord, 

Abimaaz. He had better have left his refolutions 
out of the conffid s for if Satan were to be let 
loole upon him an hundred times, if the fpirit of 
faith ceafed to operate, he would feel the workings 
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of unbelief more or le r s. I have been vain enough 
ere now, when I have found my heart fixed, and 
my confolations powerful, to defy a temptation ; 

thinking 
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thinking that my mountain Hood fo ftrorig that I 
fhould never be moved. But, alas ! what are the 
beft of men againft Satan’s rage, if not panoplied 
and fortified by the great Jehovah ? It was not 
without caufe that Paul bid Timothy be ftrong in 
the grace that is in Chrift Jefus : which ftrength 
confifts in a firm perfuafion of the immutable love, 
promifed aid* and momentary fupport of the Al- 
mighty God and Saviour Chrift Jefus. 

Cujhi. It is true what you fay : but as Satan 
defires to have us, that he may lift us as wheat, for 
his own gratification, fo the Lord does fometimes 
enable his children to triumph over him in turn; 
Rejoice not againft me, O mine enemy ! when I fall 1 
Jhall arife : when I fit in darknejs the Lord Jhall be a 
light unto me, Micah vii. 8. I do not fay that the 
above text is a direct anfwer to the devil himfelf ; 
but as he is the chief agent of all the enmity that 
is difplayed againft the children of God, it is, in 
the ftri&eft fenfe, applicable to him $ agreeable to 
the Saviour’s method, when Satan tempted Peter 
to ftand in the Lord’s way, the Lord rebuked the 
agent of the aftion, Get thee behind me, Satan. When 
the Jews perfecuted and blafphemed him, he faid, 
Tou are of your father the devil , and the luft of your 
father ye will do. W'hen his enemies came to take 
him, he faid, This is your hour and the powers of 
darknejs. And when Judas had yielded the bent 
of his mind to gender with the devil’s influence, 
the Lord withdrew his own reftraining power, 
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opened his heart with a fop, that Judas might per- 
petrate the murder that his wicked and mercenary 
heart had conceived : And when he had received the 
fop, Satan entered into him : and immediately after 
the conception was brought forth, in his betraying 
the innocent Son of God. 

Ahimaaz. You are right in levelling your arrow 
at the devil ; for I believe there is no wickednefs 
pra&ifed by mortals, but he is chief agent in the 
fcheme, and a joint executor of it. But I fuppofe 
that Satan did not attempt to bring poor Prodi- 
galis a fecond time to his fham court of judicature; 
did he ? 

Cujhf. Indeed Satan brought him to his fham 
court of judicature more than once, twice, or thrice ; 
but not the next time ; if he had, Prodigalis had 
been in a meafure prepared for him. But the devil 
finds that we have various difcipline to pafs through, 
therefore he varies his fnares alfo : for fhould he 
conftantly waylay us in one continued path, the 
bird would foon get as cunning as the fowler : for, 
as the wife man fays, Surely in vain the net is fpread 
in the fight of any bird . Prov. i. 17. No, no ; Satan 
(in this fenfe) is no fool; though (in another fenfe) 
he is the greateft of fools; becaufe he is the firft 
tranfgreffor ; fupreme in mifchief, and fupreme in 
mifery ; the fartheft from God, and confequently 
the fartheft from true wifdom. 

Ahimaaz . Pray, how did he entangle Prodigalis 
the third time ? I long to hear ; becaufe fome 
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part of your relation fo well agrees with my own 
experience ; and that is refrelhing and eftablifhing 
to me. For my part, I am for what I can get;, 
and you know that Paul tells us to covet earneftly 
the belt gifts. 

Cujhi. Indeed you have fpoken the truth : you 
are in reality for what you can get ; and one of 
the bell fucklings that ever I took to nourilh ; and 
would to God that I was as good a wet nurfe as 
Paul was in his days, when he faid, But we were 
gentle among you, even as a nurfe cherijhetb her children, 
i TheiT. ii. 7. 

The way that Satan made his next attempt on 
Prodigalis was as follows : The poor man expedled, 
that if ever Satan made another attempt, it would 
be in the old way, in which he thought he Ihould 
be able to meet him : this made him too fecure.. 
Therefore Satan laid by his violent aflaults, and 
his cloven foot, and endeavoured to come in imi- 
tation of the workings of grace ; or, as the apoftle 
fays. He transformed himfelf into an angel of light: 
and catching Prodigalis off his watch-tower, and 
too fecure, he infenfibly led him to the court of 
equity ; where he endeavoured to enthrone human 
reafon, as the only competent judge of right and 
wrong. This fcheme took with Prodigalis : he had 
not the leaft fufpicion of the devil being in all this ; 
therefore, inftead of refilling him, he gave him all 
polfible attention, and was determined to hear him 
out. Satan having gained his ear and attention, 
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proceeded to ftart every puzzling difficulty, and 
feeming contradiction, in form following : The 
plaintiff ffieweth, Firft, That there are many myf- 
teries in the Bible dark and obfcure, and the bell 
and wifeft of men differ in judgment refpedling 
them. Secondly, That the myftery of the Trinity 
is incomprehenfible; and that thoufands of the 
wife and learned people deny that. Thirdly, That 
the path to heaven by regeneration is a path that 
excludes thoufands of fouls from falvation ; and is 
a road that is to the laft degree perilous. Fourthly, 
That the greateft part that are venturing on that 
hazardous journey are poor illiterate and defpicable 
people. Fifthly, That thofe who are the leaders 
of fuch bigoted people, are, in the general, people 
lightly efteemed, much defpifed, yea, and ftoutly 
withftood, by the great, wife, and learned of the 
world. Sixthly, That the dodlrine of election 
leaves wife, family, friends, yea, and perhaps all 
that are near or dear in the ties of affinity or blood, 
out of the number faved. Seventhly, the plaintiff 
fheweth. That the belt of friends and of benefac- 
tors, as well as the majority of the whole world, 
are averfe to it, and incenfed againft it. Eighthly, 
That the Moft High might have prevented the 
fall of men and devils if he would. Ninthly, That 
all domeftic comforts in wife, family, food, and 
pleafure, muft be forgone, if divine impreffions 
were lading, confcience kept tender, or the daily 
crofs continued. Tenthly, That fafting, prayer, 
fclf-denialj and hourly abffinence, muff be rigidly 
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purfued, or elfe all would fall to ruins at laft, and 
hell would be the hotter for fuch a barren profef- 
fion. Eleventhly, That Cain, Judas, Efau, and 
Sapphira, had fell after all their profeffion ; and were 
worfe than thofe that never made any : for where 
little was given little would be required ; and there- 
fore the more ignorant the more fafe. Twelfthly, 
That the path to heaven was {trait and narrow, 
and people that would be fingular in religion 
were expofed to all the {hafts of men and devils; 
and that Chrift was an auftere and rigid mafter: 
that there would be nothing but crofs upon crofs, 
as we fee in Job; and (tripe upon {tripe, as in 
Ephraim, even to the end of the journey. Thir- 
teenthly, That the conjugal emjoyment of a wife, 
an affectionate indulgence of a child, a jocofe word, 
an innocent fmile, or even a genteel fuit of apparel, 
would be an iniquity to be punifhed by the judge; 
the Lord, whofe name is Jealous, is fo jealous a 
God. 

The plaintiff further (hewed. That the Bible 
was a doubtful revelation; many obfcure phrafes, 
and feeming contradictions, appeared palpable in 
it ; and that many of the learned and wife had ex^ 
amined it, arraigned it, and condemned it ; and 
had fet up their own unbiased and unerring reafon 
as the only lord paramount deemed capable of 
cenfuring and determining every matter in debate 
relative to heaven, earth, or hell. 

The plaintiff further Ihewed, That the continual 
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crofs that generally attended thofe of this Angular 
wav of religion was, that there would be an heart 
to love, and an eye to pity the poor, which would 
be crolTed with a beggar’s pocket; there would be 
an uncommon bigoted fpirit to the Angular party 
in religion, and a great anxiety to make profelytes, 
which would be eroded with a heavy periecution.- 
Spending time in this fervice, and neglecting other 
bufinefs, had, and would again, bring many to 
fuffer hunger, cold, and nakednefs. Befides, people 
of this ftrange way make the path to heaven much 
more difficult than it really is ; they are righteous 
overmuch, and ready to deftroy themielves at it ; 
they talk of being partakers of the divine nature, 
and keep preffing after fuch a degree of holinefs by 
the Spirit, as they call it, that their fin is not unlike 
Adam’s, who wanted to be like God. 

And laftly, the plaintiff added. That the things 
which he had mentioned were confonant, and not 
repugnant to fome of the plain parts of what is 
called feripture ; where God (if he be the author of 
the book) fays. Let us reajen together . Ifa. i. 18. 

Ahimaaz. Why, the devil is an excellent pleader. 

Cujhi. In one fenle he is ; but not in another : 
he can plead againft us ; but he is too proud to 
plead guilty before God, too vile to plead inno- 
cent ; and without a foundation to plead for mercy. 
The devil brought all thefe things to Prodigalis, 
in order to prejudice his mind againft the truth of 
God, that he might raife rebellion in his heart. 

Nor 
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Nor was Satan’s attempt without effe£l ; for Pro-? 
digalis did not expedl a temptation with fo mild a 
bait : he expedted that every appearance of Satan 
would be in a dorm ; and therefore he liflened to 
him ; carnal reafon approved of the fuggeflions $ 
flefh and blood alfo gave into it; and, by the 
affiflance of unbelief, Satan carried all before him. 

Now was Prodigalis filled with carnal reafonings 
about the fovereign grace of his Maker ; the peri- 
lous path to heaven ; and the few, the very few, 
that feemed to be travelling on that fingular way. 
He foon found the government of the world, an 4 
the falvation of all the human race, to lay with an 
intolerable weight upon his fhoulders ; and he was 
impioufly led to infringe upon the prerogative of 
his Lord, whofe undoubted right it is to do as he 
will with his own , Matt. xx. 1 5, without giving an 
account of any of his matters . Job xxxiii. 13. 

Ahimaaz . There is one thing in Satan’s plea 
that I am amazed at ; and that is, that thofe who 
were fingular in their religion were expofed to all 
the (hafts of men and devils: can Satan fpeak 
againfi himfelf ? 

Cufhi. Satan is not divided againfi himfelf in the 
management of his kingdom ; if he was, how could 
his kingdom (land ? But he can fpeak againfi him- 
fel G deny himfelf, and rebuke himfelf, when thefe 
things will ferve his turn. He fpeaks againfi him- 
felf in every falfe prophet that rebukes fin; he 
denies himfelf in every deift that denies the being 
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or exiflence of fallen angels ; and he rebuked him- 
felf, when fome of his own children (in mockery of 
Paul) were commanding of an evil fpirit to leave 
the heart of a finner; whofe anfwer was, Paul I 
blow, but who are you ? and then overcame them , and 
Jcnt them out of the houfe wounded and naked . Ads 
xix. 1 6, • w 

Poor Prodigalis began to be timorous about the 
difficult way to the kingdom ; he yielded to the 
carnal fear of man, and trembled at perfecutron ; 
flefh and blood was confulted about the dodrine 
of particular redemption ; and carnal reafon bore 
violently againfl the dodrines of eledion and 
predeflination ; which influenced Prodigalis with 
a fpirit of murmuring and rebellion againfl the 
difcriminating grace of his God; but he foon 
found, like Paul, that it was hard work to kick againfl; 
the pricks : he found his mind began to be confuted ; 
fear and horror laid a frefh hold of his confcience ; 
no peace of mind was enjoyed; his mouth at a 
throne of grace was flopped ; a fenfe of the divine 
favour was fenfibly fufpended ; and fhame and con- 
fufion covered his face. And as the {late of his 
own foul began to be perilous, he was obliged to 
employ the powers of his mind nearer home, and 
leave the falvation and management of the world 
to God ; whofe infinite wifdom needs no counfel of 
ours, nor will his fupreme power, and abfolute pre- 
rogative, ever be yielded or given up to us. 

Ahimaaz, How fubtle an adverfary is Satan ! 

who 



who would have thought that fuch an one as Pro- 
digalis, a man fo wonderfully delivered, and who 
had experienced fuch fuperabounding grace, could 
be fo eafily led from an humble fubmifiion to the 
will of God, even to rebel in his heart againft him, 
and againft thofe very truths that had made him 
free 5 but, alas! what is man if left to himfelf? 
Pray, how was he delivered out of that fnare ? 

Cufhi. As he was one day reafoning and deput- 
ing in his heart againft the dodtrines of eledtion and 
particular redemption, and impioufly cenfuring the 
fovereignty of his Maker, thefe words came to his 
mind with power, and full fraught with divine 
reproof: Produce your cau/e, /aid the Lord , bring forth 
your Jirong reafcns , faith the King of Jacob. Ifa. xli. 21. 
This made Prodigalis tremhle; he thought within 
himfelf, that if he juftined all the world it would be 
of no force againft the judgment of God ; and if 
he held the whole fyftem of natural religion, that 
would afford him no lalvation below the grave; 
for if God was his enemy, who could be his friend 
in eternity ? He went at laft with an humble con- 
feffion of his folly to his Lord, and intreated him 
to undertake for him, and extricate him out of this 
puzzling, this foul-diftrefiing labyrinth of confufion ; 
and the bleffed Saviour was intreated of him, and 
gave him a wonderful deliverance; he fent fuch 
light and comfort into his foul as he thought he 
never had experienced before ; the darknefs and 
confufion of his troubled heart, and his carnal 
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reafonings againft the fovereign will of his Lord, 
vanifned, and his love and zeal burned ftronger for 
truth than ever. 

Ahimaa% . I evidently fee that there is no growch 
in grace nor in knowledge without crofles and 
trials ; for, as Hezekiah faith. By theje things men 
live y and in all theje things is the life of our Jpirits. A 
child of God often gains ground by fuch ftumblings, 
and gets frefh difcoveries out of confufion ; for God 
difcovereth deep things out of darknefs> and bringeth out 
to light the Jhadow of death . , 

Cujhi . Very true; and this was the cafe with 
Prodigalis; he had been for fome time in the 
bufinefs of an Attorney, and had learnt many 
curious quibbles of law, and had formerly enter- 
tained no fmall opinion of his nervous logic. Satan 
knew this, therefore he fwelled his pride of that 
talent, exalted his former applauded reafon 
to the decifive chair, and then {hewed the 
inconfiftency of his new religion with his former 
rules of logic. Prodigalis, having loft a fenfe of 
his comfort, and the fight of his Advocate, dif- 
p hived his former talent; but as reafon was too ftiff 
to kibmit to a fuperior power, pride called in re- 
bellion ; fiefli and blood was conferred with con- 
cerning the myfteries of heaven; and the more 
reafon laboured, the more ftie was confounded; 
unbelief, getting the upper hand, gave the lie to all 
that was divine; and thus, between a confounding 
devil, and confounded reafon, the trial ended in 
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wind and confufion, and Prodigalis, with all his 
natural abilities, was found in the balance of the 
ianduary to be lighter than vanity. 

Ahtmaaz . Neverthelefs I dare fay this trial 
turned out to a good account to poor Prodigalis, 
for it muft teach him the infufficiency of natural 

reafon to determine divine matters, and muft 

» , 

undoubtedly convince him of the need of God’s 
promifed Spirit to guide him into all truth. 

Cujh’t . Yes, my brother, Prodigalis loft nothing 
but drofs in this fiery trial ; he was effedually con- 
vinced that the Spirit of God was the only all- 
fufficient arbitrator in divine caufes, and that reafon 
mult fubmit even to faith, inftead of dictating to 
God. This was difplayed to him in his after- 
contemplations on the faith of Abraham, whofe 
obedience is fet forth as our example, after whofe 
footfteps we are to copy, and who is called the father 
of us all. Hence we are commanded to look to 
Abraham our father > and to Sarah that bare us, I fa. 
li. 2 ; and to tread in the fteps of our father Abraham , 
Rom. iv. 12, who is the father of us all. ver. 1 6. 
Prodigalis confidered firft the call of Abraham, 
and the obedience of his faith ; in which ad he 
found that carnal reafon was wholly excluded. By 
faith Abraham , when he was called to go out into a place 
which he fhould after receive for an inheritance , obeyed 
and went out , not knowing whither he went. Heb. xi. 

8 . By faith he obeyed, and went; while Abraham 
and his reafon were kept entirely out of the fecrec v 
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-*-for he obeyed, and went out, not knowing 
whither he went ; which reafon would call a wild- 
goofe chace. Abraham received a promife of the 
land of Canaan, and that he Jhould be heir of the world \ 
Rom. iv. 13, and yet God gave him none inheritance 
in it, no not Jo much as to Jet a foot on. Adis vii. 5. 
Abraham had a good eftate behind him in Ur, 
and had left that to wander in a ftrange land, where 
he had all in hope, but nothing in hand. If reafon 
had been confulted in this matter, her determination 
would have been this, One bird in the hand is worth 
two in the bufli ; and therefore, like Balaam, fhe 
would be for getting herfelf lack again. Numbers 
xxii. 34. 

When God made Abraham a great prince, and 
his lady a princefs, reafon would have expedted 
the palace of Salem ; but, inftead of that, the king 
of that city blejfes him as the lefs, for without all con- 
tradiction the lefs is bleffed cf the better , Heb. vii. 7,— 
gives him refrefhment— takes tithes of him as his 
fovereign and high-prieft, but gives him no invi- 
tation to the city, much lefs to the palace. All 
thefe riddles Abraham’s faith had to explain ; which 
would have remained as obfeure to human reafon 
as Samfon’s riddle did to the Philiftines. If we 
plough not with Chrift’s heifer w ? e lb all never find 
out his riddles. Abraham’s leaving his own country 
was to teach him that this world was not his home ; 
— his travelling in pilgrimage was explained by 
faith, that this was not his reft, becaufe it is pol- 
luted, 

. 



( 22 3 ) 

luted, as the land of Canaan was with filthy in- 
habitants ; — his promife of the land of Canaan, and 
of the world, faith condrues to mean an heavenly 
country, Heb. xi. 16, and a new world to come ; 
Abraham’s not inheriting Salem, after he had re- 
ceived the promife of the whole land, and was 
made a prince in it, faith led him to underdand 
that he mud feek Jerufalem that is above, as that 
city that bath foundations , whofe maker and builder is 
God. Heb. xi. io. .. . .. 

Thefe things Abraham had in view, and his faith 
brought them to live in his foul $ — an earned and 
a foretade exided in Abraham’s heart by faith, 
and thus his faith was the Jubftance of things hoped 
for> and the evidence of things not feen . The way that 
thefe things were to be obtained was (hewn to 
Abraham in the offering up of his fon (as typical 
of Chrid), which reafon would have called murder 
indead of obedience. Abraham communed with his 
God in the promifes that he had revealed to him, and 
enjoyed much fweetnefs in the bleffings contained 
in them ; and by his faith he lived in a date of 
perfect reconciliation and friendfhip with his God, 
and endured his pilgrimage like Mofes — as feeing 
bim who is invifible \ which, to reafon, is no better 
than a plain contradi&ion, and is called enthufiafm 
to this day. 

i. As Abraham lived, fo he died ; faith attended 
his lad moments, and, like a divine and condant 
friend, lent her fupporting aid in the moment of 
3 diffolution, 
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dilTolution, and handed the redeemed foul to the 
centre of all happinefs — he died in faith* and re- 
ceived the end of his faith, the falvation of his foul. 
His fhield is now his everlafting portion, he enjoys 
Canaan in the beft fenfe, and Salem is his royal 
city in every fenfe j and he, like Melchifedec of old, 
is no lefs than a king and a prieft in it. 

Ahimaaz. Thefe contemplations muft be very 
fweet to Prodigalis, as well as teach him to keep 
reafon in her proper place ; that, in matters of 
divinity, wifdom may be afked of him that giveth 
liberally and upbraideth not ; befides, he muft fee 
the neceflity of being kept by the mighty power of 
God, when he faW the various ftratagems of Satan, 
and the advantages that he had hitherto gained 
over him. 

Cnjhi. It is a wretched fault in Chriftians to 
negledt prayer in thefe times of trouble j they often 
fall to reafoning, difputing, and contriving, inftead 
of fupplicating ; this is their lofs, and the devil’s 
gain. This is evident in Jonah, when God com- 
manded him to denounce his judgments on Ni- 
neveh. — He begins to reafon on the goodnefs of 
God, and of his flownefs to anger, and then con- 
cludes, that, if God repented of the evil, his repu- 
tation would fall to the ground ; he then began to 
contrive which way to fave his reputation, and 
Satan told him by a Might to Joppa. Jonah tells 
you, that they that objerve lying vanities forfake 
their own mercy . Jonah ii. 8. You hear nothing of 
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Jonah’s prayer till he got into the filh’s belly 5 fo faf 
from it, that neither the importunity nor the ex- 
ample of the heathen mariners could draw one 
petition from Jonah. The failors called every man, 
upon his God, and defired J onah to try his intereft 
with his ; but he would rather link than fupplicate 
* — fo ftubborn is the (inner when carried away with* 
a lying vanity, in defence of his own fuppofcd 
merit, worth, or reputation. However Prodigalis 
found Satan too fubtle an attorney for him, and 
therefore he was glad to become a pauper upon the 
crown of heaven, where his inheritance lay, and 
where it was well fecured by his Saviour (under 
whofe direction only he could gain the fuit), who is 
by profellion an Advocate, and by nature and repute 
wonderful in counfel and excellent in working. 

Ahimaaz . I greatly admire the inftru&ions that 
Prodigalis got by his laft trial $ for I am fully per- 
fuaded that he that denies the fufficiency of his own 
reafon in divine matters, lhall ever appear the mod: 
reafonable man ; while, on the other- hand, thofe 
that exalt it again!! divine revelation, appear of all 
flefh the mod unreafonable. Divinity is the great 
beautifier and ornamenter of nature ; and to deify 
human nature, in contempt of divinity, is to leave 
her expofed to infinite and everlafting contempt 
and deformity ; for it is thought by fome, that an 
enemy to God will not appear at the general doom 
in a human lhape, fin will deform them, and make 
them not unlike evil angels ; and, if fo, it is not 
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without a meaning that the wicked are called fer- 
pents, which is Satan’s name, and was once the 
ffiape that he affumed ; nor is it without a meaning 
that the faints fhall appear as the angels of God in 
heaven. Pray how did Prodigalis go on after this 
happy deliverance ; did the old Attorney attack him 
again ? 

Cujhi . There is no fear of that; Satan will, 
never giver up tempting long together. Prodigalis 
found it as his bleffed Lord and matter did in his 
days — Jnd when the devil had ended all his tempta- 
tions he departed from him for a JeaJon> Luke iv. 13, 
that he might come again at another feafonable 
opportunity. Prodigalis walked fome time very 
comfortably, and enjoyed much fweetnefs in his 
foul, from the rich mercy of his Lord ; who not 
only brought him to repentance at firft, but ftill 
delivered him out of his troubles and difficulties, 
and kindly fealed the pardon of his manifold in- 
firmities home upon his confcience. This com- 
fortable gale continued fome few weeks with Pro- 
digalis, and he expected it would continue to the 
end of his voyage ; but, inftead of that, it began 
Gradually to abate as before, which he was much 
Grieved at. The Bible, that had afforded him fuch 
fweet difeoveries and comfort, feemed to conceal 
its wonders ; the light ttiined not on it as ufual ; 
therefore David's petition, Jhew me wonders in thy 
law , was very feafonable to him. He found him- 
felf much ftraitened in prayer alfo — he had not 
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that freedom of accefs with confidence as formerly, 
and therefore little delighted in it. Thefe things 
are very trying to a poor foul that has been brought 
into tender favour, and indulged with Iweet com- 
munion with the Lord j the poor foul is like a child 
that is weaned from his mother , yea fuch a foul is 
like a Weaned child . Pfalm cxxxiii. a. 

Ahimaaz. I know what that is — my foul has had 
a fad experience of that ; to be debarred the heavenly 
freedom — to find divine comfort fufpended — to go 
mourning under the fenfible frowns of the beft of 
fathers, is one of the foreft afflictions that a new- 
born foul can labour under. 

Cujhi. It really is ; but Prodigalis did not flay 
here ; for he found the word of God preached had 
no effcCt upon him ; it neither gave him reproof 
nor comfort ; he appeared in one of the word: of 
frames — ‘Cold — flupid — and infenfible ; and in this 
flate he continued many days, until reading the 
Bible became a burden, and prayer a tafk ; he went 
about his devotions like a galled horfe to the collar, 
or an unaccuftomed bullock to the yoke $ his fer- 
vice was mercenary, and performed with reluctance, 
and fo he continued until his foul was fhut up in 
legal bondage. What to make of this trial he 
knew not ; — it was a frame that he had never ex- 
perienced before. In procefs of time he began to 
give way to a peevifh fretful temper, which his con- 
fcience often fmote him for, as it cafl a gloomy 
fhade upon the glorious religion of Jefus Chrift ; 

0.2 befides, 
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befidesj he had made a great ftir in religious mat- 
ters, which had brought the eyes of many upon 
him i fome watched for his halting, and fome for 
his perfevering ; thofe that watched for his halting, 
could make his anger appear by cruel mockings j 
while thofe that loved him were grieved, for they 
faw that his foul was not healthy, becaufe bis coun- 
tenance was not comely . When peace reigns in the 
confidence, God is the health of the countenance • 
Pfalm xlii. u. 

This dark, cold, and lifelefs frame, brought on 
a fit of unbelief, to which he fo much yielded as at 
times to give up prayer, which was adding fin to 
fin ; and when fome of his afiociates came to him 
for fpiritual converfation and inftrudlion, he with- 
drew, and, like Jeremiah, determined to fpeak no 
more in the name of the Lord. Jer. xx. 9. This was 
doubling his tranfgrefiion j and at laft he neglected 
the fandtuary fervice, and began to draw wretched 
conclufions concerning his ftate, and even gave way 
to doubts and fears, and confequently to murmuring 
and complaining. — Now was the time for Satan to 
work again ; accordingly he entered another adtion 
againft him, and brought him to the court of com- 
mon pleas, and there he attempted to appeal ever* 
to the divine oracles. The plaintiff fhewed that a 
child of God could not fin — he that is horn of God 
finneth not , 1 John v. 18 ; but that Prodigalis was 
not one of them, for he finned in heart, in thought, 
and in word, and was guilty of the fins of omiflion 

and 
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and commiflion, yea, of the fin of rebellion alfo, 
both in heart and in lip. 

Then the plaintiff afked if he could ufe the 
common pleas of bible faints. Canft thou fay, 
with Hezekiah, Ibefeech thee 3 O Lord, remember now 
how I have walked before thee in truth , and with a 
perfect heart , and have done that which is good in 
thy fight. 2 Kings xx. 3. Has thy heart been per- 
fect ? has it not been altogether perverfe and fro r 
ward ? and have not thy lips muttered perverfenefs, 
and thy tongue ufed deceit ? yea, and thou haft 
even fled from the work of God. And canft thou 
plead like Jeremiah — As for me I have not haftened 
from being a p aft or to follow thee ? Jer. xvii. 16, 
Thou art fo far from being able to ufe fuch pleas 
as thefe, that thou haft run from the work, and by 
thy peeviih temper haft caft a flur upon it. Canft 
thou fay. Remember me , O my God , concerning this , 
and wipe not out my good deeds that I have done for 
the houfe of my God 3 and for the offices thereof Neh. 
xiii. 14. Nay, faid the plaintiff, thou haft been at 
times fo far from this, that thou haft fecretly wifhed 
that thou never hadft opened thy mouth at all. 
The plaintiff farther fhewed that Prodigalis had 
been at times fo hot upon religion as to neglect 
fecular buftnefs, inftead of being a prudent man, 
and guiding his affairs with difcretion, Pfalm cxii. 5; 
therefore could never ufe the common plea of Job 
~Jf th? land cry againft me 7 or that the furrows 
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thereof complain , let thiftles grow inftead of wheats 
and cockle inftead of barley. Job xxxi. 38. 40. 

Jhimaaz. O what a malicious plaintiff — what a 
fubtlc attorney — and what a keen accufer that old 
ferpent is ! with what diligence does he watch for 
his opportunites to tempt poor thoughtlefs mortals 1 
It feems to be his whole ftudy and anxiety; — as the 
Saviour intimated to Peter, when he faid. Simony 
Simon y Satan hath defired to have thee , that he may 
ftft thee as wheat ; but I have prayed for thee that 
thy faith fail not . Luke xxii. 31. 

Cufhi, To difhonour God — oppofe his gofpel — 
difturb his faints — and ruin finners, is his whole 
employ ; however, all his accufations could not 
fink Prodigalis into defpair, for he had got a good 
hope at the bottom, which is an anchor of the foul 
both Jure and ftedfaft. Heb. vi. 1 9. Prodigalis was 
perfecuted by Satan , but not in defpair ; he was caft 
down , but not deftroyed . 2 Cor. iv. 9. Indeed, at 
lad he made a very good ufe of Satan’s accufations; 
for as Satan accufed him of various fins, Prodigalis 
began to confefs them to God as faff as the devil 
brought them forth ; this is making the belt of a 
bad matter, and out-fhooting the enemy with his 
own bow. The accufer, finding Prodigalis at this 
work, foon ceafed his accufations, and began to 
difpute with him about his fonfhip. The plaintiff 
fhewed, that the faints of God in the days of old 
could work miracles, and caft out devils ; but Pro- 
digalis 
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digalis was fo far from that power that he could 
not deliver himfelf from a temptation, much leis 
work miracles. The poor foul on a fudden began 
to find the word of God flow in upon his mind, 
and he opened his mouth againfl: his accufer in the 
following manner : 

The defendant fheweth. That many have worked 
miracles that will never be faved. Many will fay m 
that day, Lord , Lord, have we not prophefied in thy 
name , and in thy name caft out devils , and done many 
wonderful works ? unto whom the Saviour will fay, 
I never knew you. The Egyptian magicians worked 
miracles, and yet were no children of God. Devils 
may work miracles, or lying wonders, and be devils 
ftilL Many workers of miracles the Saviour will 
refufe in the great day ; but a pardoned finner, a 
believer in his name, he will never difown. The 
defendant fhewed moreover, that the devil wanted 
the Saviour to fatisfy him of his being the Son of 
God, by darting an if > and defiring a miracle : If 
thou he the Son of God , command that thefe ft ones he 
made bread. Matt. iv. 3. But the Saviour would 
not fatisfy his adverfary by a miracle, but left him 
to doubt who he was, or to find it out : which 
Satan foon did, when he perceived that no temp- 
tation gained ground. But he felt who he was 
when he entered upon his miniftry — call out devils 
— and by his own almighty power began to defiroy 
$atan’s works. 
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The adverfary gaining no ground upon Prodi- 
galis by this, went back and puzzled him again 
upon the old text. He that is born of God finneth not: 
and here he foiled the poor man j for he had not 
a right underftanding of that textj nor could he 
with confcience ufe the ancient faints’ common 
pieas. On thefe two heads the plaintiff gained 
ground : therefore Prodigalis was obliged to turn 
away his ears from common pleas, and make ufe of 
them that are too feldom ufed. For after the ac- 
culer had gained a confiderable advantage of him 
from the text above quoted j namely, that he that, 
is born of God finneth not, the defendant cried out. 
The blood of Chrijl cleanjetb from all fin. i John i. 7. 
This put the accufer to filence. The defendant 
finding that, produced another promife, faying. It 
is written. Behold I give unto you power to tread on 
Jerpents and Jcorpions, and over all the power of the 
enemy ; and nothing Jhall by any means hurt you. 
Lukex. 19, This weakened the temptation greatly: 
therefore Prodigalis followed him up again, faying. 
It is written. My heart is fired, trufting in the Lord:. 
in love my heart is fixed ; nor can all your wiles 
ever make me hate my Sovereign, or make me 
loyal in your intereft: therefore I am upon the 
rock i and it is written, That the gates of hell J, hall 
not prevail againft it. Matt. xvi. 18. It is written , 
it is written, gives a terrible blow to the accufer : 
he cannot {land the fword of the Spirit, nor the 
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power of the Saviour, who is the Tinner’s only plea, 
fC No falfehood can (land the touch of celeftial 
“ temper,” fays Milton. 

Ahimaaz . It is a biefled thing to be well in- 
ftrufted in the word of God : the word of truth 
is both fword and ftiield. It is through the comforts 
of the fcriptures we have hope. The Bible fhould be 

read by every believer as the will of his heavenly 
Father, in which lies his vaft inheritance ; fecured 
by abfolute and unconditional promifes, which were 
made to Chrift, and to us in him, and all ratified 
with a divine Yea and Amen. 

The whole covenant of promife that was made 
with the Saviour, and all the promifes and blelfings 
of that covenant, were given by the Father to the 
Son, and by the Son to us : For I have given them 
the words which thou gaveft me , and they have received 
them , and have known Jurely that I came out from thee ; 
and they have believed that thou didft Jend me. John 
xvii. 8. And all thefe covenant promifes and bleff- 
ings will be found in the church in the great day, 
when the earth and all her works will be burnt up ; 
yea, when all books are burnt up, Bibles and all, 
the Spirit of God, and the word of God, will then 
be found in the church of Chrift. As for me, this 
is my covenant with them, faith the Lord ; my Spirit 
that is upon thee , and my words which I have put 
in thy mouthy J hall not depart out of thy mouthy nor 
out of the mouth of thy feed , nor out of the mouth 
of thy feed's feedy faith the Lordy from henceforth and 

for 



( *34 ) 

for ever. Ifa. lix. 21. Thus the word and the 
Spirit will return in the church unto God, the 
fountain of all divine happinefs, and the eternal 
centre from whom every blefling came to the 
church, and in whom they all muft terminate with 
the church. 

The great and grand end that the Almighty 
aimed at in his great works is, That in the ages to 
come he might fhew the exceeding riches of his gracey in 
his kindnefs toward us through Chrijl JeJus . Eph. ii. 7 . 
The word and fpirit which are compared to rain, 
{hall never leave the world till all the eled are 
called, made fruitful, and meetened for glory 
by it. For as the rain cometh downy and the Jnow 
from heaven , and returneth not thither , hut watereth the 
earthy and maketh it bring forth and hudy that it may 
give feed to the Jower , and bread to the eater : Jo fhall 
my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth : it fhall 
not return unto me void } but it fhall accomplifh that which 
1 pleafey and it fhall profper in the thing whereto Ifent it . 
Ifa. lv. 10, 11. Pray, obferve the above text : the 
end of a fhower is to give bread to the eaten fo 
God’s word and Spirit, compared thereto, is to 
make us, being many, one bread , 1 Cor. x. 1 7, that 
as the fhew bready or the bread of faceSy was fet on 
the golden table in the moft holy place every fab- 
bath day ; even fo fhall God’s eled be prefented 
(not like Ephraim, a cake not turnedy Hofea vii. 8, 
but perfedly leavened by the Holy Ghoft) in the 
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prefence of God ; to the glory, honour, pleafure, 
and fatisfadtion of every attribute of God, who 
in the end will be all and all • when the eternal 
fabbath (of which the Jewiih was a hgn) lhall 
arrive. 

O how fweet is the word of God ! and what a 
pity that fo many real Chriftians are fo little ac- 
quainted with it. What profound myfteries does 
it fometimes difclofe, when we can read it in the 
language of our own heart’s experience, and feel its 
divine force and operations, as the bleifed Spirit 
is pleafed to move on thofe holy waters of the 
fandtuary. 

It is in perilling the word that we converfe with 
the Father in his fecret decrees and purpofes ; with 
the bleifed Redeemer in his great undertakings, 
fufferings, and foul-comforting difcourfes ; and 
with the bleifed Spirit, who lpoke by the patriarchs, 
prophets, and apoftles. Yea, I have often found 
the fweeteft companions, and the greateft company, 
when I have been alone. It is by the Spirit’s ope- 
ration, by the bond of love, by a unity of fentiment, 
and by a unity of the faith of God’s eledt, that we 
come to the general aJJ'emhly and church of the firftbom 
•which are written in heaven . It is by our arraign- 
ment and j unification that we come to God the judge 
of all ; and by the Spirit’s operation that we come to 
the fpirits of juft men made prfeft. Believing in Jefus 
for life and l'alvation, is coming to the Mediator of the 
pew covenant : and receiving the atonement by faith. 
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is coming to the blood of Sprinklings that Jpeaketh better 
things than that of Abel. Heb. xii. 23, 24. 

0 how I love a Bible Chriftian ! A believer who 

is not a conftant reader of his Bible is like a foldier 

✓ 

without arms. The reafon of fo many being led 
aftray into all manner of errors is, becaufe they take 
their religion up upon truft, and fo fix their faith 
on the wifdom of men> inftead of the power of God. 
Chrift tells us to Jearch the fcriptures . The prophet 
fays, T 0 the law and to the teftimony ; if they fpeak not 
according to this words it is becaufe there is no light in 
them . And in Job we are commanded to pray for 
divine teaching : What 1 know not teach thou me. 

1 will never believe that fo many would be led 
to credit the doctrines of Univerfalifts, if they were 
convinced of the neceffity of divine teaching, and 
led to receive it from the Bible. They would find 
no univerfal grace, nor univerfal redemption there : 
nor is there any figns of it in the world at prefent ; 
for its inhabitants feem to get worfe and worfe. 
But do give me a little further account of Prodi- 
galis. 

Cufhi. The advocates for free-will, human power, 
and univerfal grace, may extend their own pity and 
companion as far as they pleafe : but divine grace 
and mercy are the properties and prerogatives of 
God : and therefore they have no right nor warrant 
to be fo profufe and lavifh with that which is not 
their own. But to proceed. After Prodigalis had 
put his accufer to filence with the force of truth, 
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thefe words were applied with power to his mind. 
Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that 
we may obtain mercy , and find grace to help in time of 
need. Heb. iv. 1 6. This was a reproof to Prodi- 
galis, who had negledted that mod blefTed duty 
and privilege of prayer. It was likewife to encou- 
rage him in future. And the latter part of the text 
convinced him that he would often (land in need 
of mercy and help j and that if he would have thole 
bleffings he muft pray for them. He obeyed the 
invitation ; and fet his face, to feek God by prayer and 
fupplication , though it was with much lhame and 
confulion of face at firft: for his unbelief, his 
cowardice, his murmuring, and his omitting prayer, 
reading, fpeaking, and hearing the word, all Hared 
him in the face. The Lord will not be negledted 
nor flighted without giving us his fenfible difappro- 
bation of it. The Lord's look upon Peter con- 
veyed both reproof and pity ; and Peter felt both 
when he wept bitterly. 

But notwithftanding all the faults of poor Prodi- 
galis, the blefied Saviour viflted him again with 
his great falvation, and fealed pardon and peace 
home on his heart afrelh, to let him know that 
peace Ihould be multiplied ; which fo eftablilhed 
his faith in the unchangeable love of God, that he 
was ready to fay in this his profperity. My mountain 
ftands fo ftrong I Jhall never be moved . Satan now 
difappcared, and Prodigalis went on again in the 
work and worlhip of the Lord* and, if poflible, 

he 




( *3 8 ) 



he fhined brighter, was more humble, and more 
iifeful in it than ufuah It was with Prodigalis, in 
a meafure, as it was with his Matter ; After Satan 
had ended a l the temptations , Jefus returned in the 
power of the Spirit ; and fo did he : for he brought 
many comfortable difcourfes out of this fiery trial ; 
and was more capable of fympathizing with, and 
fuccouring the tempted, than ever he had been 
before. 

Ahimaax. Of all fathers, and of all friends, of all 
parental and conjugal attentions, there is none that 
bears the leaft refemblance to that love and pity 
that flows to penitent finners from the Father of all 
mercies, and God of all comfort through Jefus Chrijl . 
It is fo attesting to me, that I never can feel it 
without the deepeft contrition , nor can I even 
hear of the manifeftation of it to others, without 
finding my head furnijhsd with water , and mine eyes a 
fountain of tears. God the Father’s love, and the 
fufferings of Jefus Chrift, to procure fo great fal- 
vation for the greateft of finners, when applied by 
the Holy Ghoft, ftrikes a man dead to fin, and to all 
the world. A foul in fpiritual union with the 
Saviour, and favoured with a believing view of the 
benefits of his death, with a feeling fenfe of his inte- 
reft in it, and with the enjoyment of pardon and 
peace procured by it, receives fo deep an impref- 
fion of divinity, and feels fo weighty a fenfation, 
that, if it were to continue, it would be impoffible 
for an human foul in this life to fuftain it. The 
> foul 
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foul diflblves in it as an ointment ; all company is 
burdenfome ; and the body would be fo negleCted, 
that it would not be able to contain its heavenly 
inhabitant. Hence it is, that we fo often feel ftrong 
confli&s before we receive thefe kind indulgences, 
and have them generally counterbalanced with 
fome fucceeding affliction, which is to keep the 
foul in an even fcale ; it being part earthly and part 
heavenly. And it may be obferved, that the draft 
is daily felt in one or other of thele balances. 

Go on, my brother. — You muft excufe my 
breaking in upon you ; for when any part of the 
narrative of Prodigalis agrees with my own ex- 
perience of the Saviour’s great mercy to me, my 
bowels yearn, and my heart is ready to burlt ; I 
am obliged therefore to imitate Elihu, Speak> that 
I may he eafed. 

Cujhi. Why, Prodigalis, after this, went on in a 
very comfortable and fuccefsful way ; and for a 
confiderable time feemed well eftablifhed, and was 
eminently ufeful ; and as he was remarkably fond 
of ftudy, and private retirement, he kept up a clofe 
communion with his God ; and being of an hea- 
venly mind, his pleafing element was divine me- 
ditation ; - thefe, with the deep experien^'e of his 
heart, furnifhed him both with word and power 

for the minifterial work, better than all the univerfi- 

. 

ties and academies in the world. A gracelefs col- 
legian underftood no more of his celeftial oratory 
than Prodigalis did of Arabic. 
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In pfocefs of time it happened that various 
errors began to fpread and gain ground in thofe 
parts where his minifterial work lay ; and as Pro- 
digalis had not been fuffered to (tumble into any of 
thofe errors, he was at a lofs for argument to op- 
pole them. Several of the falfe ambafladors chal-' 
Jenged and often difputed with Prodigalis; you 
know there are none more daring, more confident, 
or more bold, than thofe that are hardened under 
the gofpel, and blinded by the devil. In order to 
furnilh htmfelf with weapons for thefe champions, 
Prodigalis took to reading feveral books of their 
tenets, that he might dive into their errors, and 
overthrow their arguments. This dry, barren, and 
foul-deftroying ftudy, foon brought Prodigalis from 
his heavenly-mindednefs ; and the fweet refrelhing 
dew that ufed daily to fall on his foul was fenfibly 
withheld. Thefe books brought an heavy gloom 
on his mind, which beclouded his underftanding ; 
and fome of their fubtle, cunning, artful, crafty > 
and fophiftical arguments,* at times puzzled his 
judgment, though his heart and foul heaved with 
indignation againft the whole of their works. 

Now was the time for Satan to work again j 
and as Prodigalis had been a little lifted up through 
the abundance of the revelations, fome of thefe 
errors was a thorn in his ftefh, and as mejfengers of 
Satan they buffetea him (which God permitted), left 
he Jhould be exacted above meafure . 2 Cor. xii. 7 . The 
devil fet in with many of thofe errors, and gained 
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a feCond advantage over him, until by buffeting 
'his mind, by fuggefting thefe errors perpetually to 
him, he fenfibly wounded Prodigalis in his judg- 
ment, filled his foul with confufion, and kept truth 
and falfehood in a perpetual debate on his mind. 
1 his withered all his joys, banifhed peace and 
comrort from his heart, and left him to bemoan 
a fenfible fufpenhon of fpiritual life and divine 
eonfolation. 

Ahimaax . O how dangerous are erroneous books ! 
What havoc have they made in the church of Chrifl ! 
They are nets which the Lord permits the infernal 
fowler to fpread, in order to catch hypocrites, who 
receive not the truth in the love of it, and to humble 
fome of his own children, who, inftead of trufting in 
the Lord with all their hearts , lean too much to their 
own underftanding. 

Prodigalis had no bufinefs to fifli in any fucli 
waters, but to dive deeper and deeper into the 
myftery and fpirit of God’s -truth : truth is fuffi- 
cient both for fhield and buckler. Let a man arm 
himfelf with this, and through grace he will be able 
to (land and withstand. Nothing overthrows error 
like plain and fimple truth brought from God by 
prayer ; and the knowledge of it, the experience of 
it, and the practice of it infilled on by the power 
of the Holy Ghofl. Thefe things, delivered by one 
who has an experience of them, attended with a 
folemn appeal to God and confcience, carry all be- 
fore them, except the prefumptuous, whom God 
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in juft judgment, and to their own deftru&ion, 
permits, like Jannes and Jambres, imperioufly to 
ftand their ground. 

For my part, I hate to fee a young Chriftian 
trying the ftrength of his judgment by an erroneous 
book, or an erroneous miniftry. I always think it 
is a daring prefumptuous tempting of God, and 
provoking of him to leave us expofed to the temp- 
tations of the devil, as a proof of his difapprobation, 
and a juft reproof for our prefumption. All that 
ever came before me, faith the Saviour, were thieves 
and robbers ; but the Jheep did not hear them. John 
x. 8. And many fuch thieves and robbers are yet 
to come ; and we are commanded not to follow 
them : t And Jefus anjwered and faid unto them , Take 
heed that no man deceive you : for many Jhall come in 
my name, faying, 1 am Chrijl, and Jhall deceive many. 
Matt. xxiv. 4, 5. And many falfe prophets Jhall arife , 
and Jhall deceive many. Matt. xxiv. 1 1. Go not after 
them , nor follow them. Luke xvii. 23. T ake heed how 
ye hear. Beware of the leaven of the Pharijees and 
ef the Sadducees, which is hyyocrify. All thefe are 
warnings and cautions that we fhould not tempt 
God. He commands us to beware of dogs, Phil, 
iii. a ; and not to be fo fond of taking them by the 
ears. Prov. xxvi. 17. 

The Lord grant that I may ever exercife my 
mind in the knowledge of good, and not ftudy the 
myfteries of fpiritual wickednefs. Eph. vi. 1 2. Adam 
and Eve were happy while they knew only good ; 

but 
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but when they attained to the knowledge ofevi), 
they foon found the cc knowledge of evil got, and 
good loft, as laith the learned Milton : and 
fo many happy fouls have found it fince, by diving 
into the infernal myfteries of ghoftly iniquity. It 
is life eternal to know God, and Jefus Chrift whom he 
hathjent ; while, on the other hand, the devils, who 
are mafters of arts with refpeft to their knowledge 
of the myfteries of iniquity, are as far from happi- 
nefs as divine felicity can place them. Some in- 
deed read all forts of authors, in order to obtain 
the right knowledge of God, and the way of fal- 
vation, by human means. And we may fay of 
them, as a great apoftle faith. They are ever learning , 
hut never able to cc?ne to the knowledge of the truth. 
The Star of Jacob can never be found out by a 
telefcope : nor can a faving knowledge of God be 
obtained by all the lines of pra&ical philofophy. 
The man into whofe heart God fhines knows him, 
but no other. For God, who commanded the light 
to Jhine out of darknefs , hath Jhined into our hearts , 
to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God 
in the face of Jefus Chrift . 2 Cor. iv. 6. This is the 
only revealed way that a faving knowledge of God 
can be attained in : philofophical rules are wholly 
excluded in this matter : Beware left any man f poll 
you through philofophy and vain deceit ; after the tra- 
ditions of men , after the rudiments of the world, and 
not after Chrift. Col. ii. 8. 

Cujhu I much admire your aflertions. Divine 
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knowledge mud be fought with a fuppliant Lnee at 
a throne of grace ; to feek it any other way is a 
contempt of the revealed will of God, and an at- 
tempt to be wife above what is written. And the 
farther they go to find out God by human means, 
the deeper they fink into error. To meafure divine 
perfections, and divine conduft, by human lines, and 
tracing all from the proper centre, down to the bar 
of depraved and unrenewed reafon, is puzzling the 
human foul in her fallen date, and loading her 
rationality with a burden, under which fhe is fure 
(without divine aid) to fink. 

When any child of God meets with a difficult 
text of feripture, a difficult experience, or provi- 
dence, how is his mind burdened, until by humble 
prayer he call it off, or refolve it in the fovereign 
will of his God $ which, when done, his faculties 
refume their ufual vigour, and he moves fweetly 
in his heavenly fphere ; and by thefe things he finds 
that God lays no more on him than he enables him 
to bear. 

Many have been drowned in error, open pro- 
fanity, defpondenev, defpair, deftrudtion, and per- 
dition, by attempting the knowledge of Infinite 
Divinity by human wifdom, inftead of fubmitting 
human wifdom to that which is divine and infinite. 
TFho can find out the Ahnighty to perfection ? it is 
higher than heaven^ and deeper than hell j broader 
than t’e earth, and wider than the fiea . Jobxi. 7, 
8, 9. It has puzzled many of the learned naturalifts 
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in the world to unfold the myfteriesof the thunder, 
and thofe ftrange phasnomenas the burning moun* 
tains. In thefe things they are juft as much at an 
uncertainty as Moore’s Almanac is in its prediftions, 
from the afpedts of the planets, concerning the 
weather, which, from the beft obfervations that I 
have made, have hitherto been contrary to the 
events produced by Providence. 

The real believer, when he hath confidered his 
frame, can with humble adoration fay with the 
Pfalmift, I am fearfully and wonderfully made . And 
with refpedt to the works of creation, and all the 
myfteries of nature, he can admire their Author, 
and fay. In wifdom haft thou made them all . 

But to proceed. — This was one of the moft 
puzzling trials that ever Prodigalis had met with ; 
for when the arch enemy had gained an advantage 
over him, and blinded his underftanding, there was 
not a myftery in the Bible but he put his if to, and 
attempted to raife doubts in his mind about. The 
myftery of the T rinity •, the wonderful myftery of 
our Lord’s incarnation and eftential divinity ; the 
veracity and authenticity of the Bible; the exiftence 
of Jehovah ; and even the exiftence of fallen angels, 
was not 'left out of the dreadful difpute; though 
Prodigalis had fenfibly felt the power, and wonder,, 
fully feen the workings of all things then in debate. 
O how careful fhould a child of God be to avoid 
thefe things ! How many have gone limping and 
halting to their graves, broken in judgment, barren 

k 3 in 



( 246 ) 

in foul, fruitlefs in life, and confufed in mind, only 
by reading erroneous books ! 

This trial effectually cured Prodigalis of that 
difeale. After this he aCted like thofe in the 
ACts ; And many that believed came , and confejjed \ 
and Jhewed their deeds. Many of them aljo which 
ttfed curious arts 3 brought their books together 3 and 
burned them before all men: and they counted the 
price of them , and found it fifty thcufand pieces of 
filver : Jo mighty grew the word of God and pre - 
vailed. ACts xix. 18, 19, 20. Ancient books of 
curious arts, and modern books of curled errors, 
are both of one lineage *, all came from one in- 
fernal fource, and lead to the fame infernal end. 
Embracing of an error is receiving a )ie; and 
holding of a lie is certain deftruCtion. And there 
Jhall in no wife enter into it any thing that defileth > 
neither whatfoever worketh abomination , or makelh a 
lie \ but they which are written in the Lamb's book of 
life . Rev. xxi. 27. 

Ahimaaz . 1 have no doubt but that fiery trial 

cured Prodigalis of that difeafe. It was with him 
as it was with the Jews; they were in general 
doating upon idols until their Babylonifh cap- 
tivity ; but the commandment of the king of Ba- 
bylon in the plains of Dura 3 Dan. iii. 1, was a 
fufficient purge to cleanfe them: at their return 
Ephraim was heard to fay, What have I to do any. 
more with idols ? Hofea xiv. 8. 

Cufhi. It was for many months that Prodigalis 

lay 
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lay in that confufed and bewildered ftate ; and yet, 
at the fame time, never advanced in public one 
fentence but what was point blank againft thofe 
errors that his mind was harafled with; but furely 
nothing but an experience of a work of grace, and 
the mighty power of God, can ever keep a foul 
found in the truth through fuch ftrange, myfte^ 
rious, and confufed wanderings. However, it was ' 
an humbling leflon to Prodigalis, which none but 
God and himfelf knew ; and the application of this 
text funk him into a very ftrange frame of mind ; 
Hear ye , and give ear ; be not 'proud ; for the Lord 
hath fpoken . Give glory to the Lord your God , be- 
fore he caufe darknefs , and before your feet fumble 
upon the dark mountains ; and while ye look for light , 
he turn it into the fhadow of death , and make it 
grofs darknefs. Jer. xiii. 15, 16. Nor was it without 
a deal of hard wreftling with God in prayer that he 
got deliverance ; God made him feel the binding 
effe£ts of error, that he might be fatisfied with 
the knowledge of truth, and not launch into 
the perilous deep of confufion, where there is no 
anchorage. 

The firft text that came as a prelude to his deli- 
verance was. They alfo that erred in fpirit fkall 
come to underfundings and they that murmured Jhall 
learn doflrine. I fa. xxix. 24. The blefted Redeemer 
appeared again, and fet matters to rights both in 
his conscience and judgment, but yet left him for 
fome years to feel a fenfible breach in his fpirit, 

R 4 which 



( 248 ) 

which ferved as a mark for Satan to caft his darts 
at. This was to convince him, that he had d if* 
pleafed the Lord in his curious diving into the in- 
fernal depths of Satan, <vhich Prodigalis was fenfible 
of. Yet in the end it turned out to fome good 
effedt. For after this he was very felf- diffident ; 
very earneft in cautioning others againft error; and 
faw that nothing but a real experience of the truth, 
and a living faith in omnipotent power, could ever 
keep any foul in fuch a fiery trial. From this time- 
he became a moft zealous reprover and oppofer of 
error ; which gave difguft to many who were entire 
ftrangers to his conflicts, and therefore altogether 
ignorant of his inward fufferings, and of the wretched 
bitternefs that had been communicated to his mind. 
Many of his hearers judged him, and condemned 
his fpirit, his zeal, experience, and miniftry. But 
foon after, God permitted a few of them to feel the 
fame ; which ferved to quench their love to thefe 
minifters of falfehood, and led them to prize the 
truth the more, and thofe that are zealous advo- 
cates for it ; fuch as thefe afterwards became his 
moft ftedfaft and moft faithful friends. They began 
to find and feel the worth of him as an inftrument; 
and were fully perfuaded, that if God fhould remove 
him they would fenfibly feel their lofs. However, 
by fome of no experience, his zeal was condemned 
as a bad fpirit ; his levelling the force of truth 
againft errors, was called perfonal refle&ions ; and 
his clofe attachment to his own teftimony was 
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called fingularity : and if, by following the divine 
tuition of God, he ftept but one inch from the 
rules of commentators, he was charged with being 
erroneous, though none of his enemies could prove 
him a minifter of error either in life or doelrine. 

fJhimaaz. Every faint (as Job fays) muft fee God 
for himfelf arid not for another : they muft receive 
their gofpel from God by the power of nis Spirit, 
if they preach fo as to Jave them/elves and them that 
hear them . The apoftle could boaft., that the gofpel 
that he preached was not after man ; that he learned 
it not of man , neither was he taught it hut by the 
revelation of Jefus Chrijl. Gal. i. 12. It is a moft 
daring piece of wickednefs to oppofe a man in his 
own perfonal teftimony for God, when he is able to 
prove it to be confonant with the fcriptures, and 
fupports it by the fame For my part, I believe 
that all whom the Lord fends into his vineyard to 
labour, can give fome account of the reafon of the 
hope that is in them : but there are fome fent out 
by diffenting academies, and from our univerfities, 
who pretend they are fent, or inwardly moved, by 
the Holy Ghoft to take that office upon them : but 
they take pretty good care never to inform the 
church of God at large how that inward moving 
was begun and carried on in them : and what is ftill 
worfe, they often oppofe thofe that can. 

God is a fovereign, and lie will proclaim it ; and 
I much queftion, if ever he leaves the earth without 
fome witnefs or other, who will be deemed by 
. » fome 
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Tome an irregular, and by others a bigoted dif- 
lenter. To monopolize the gofpel, or confine it 
to any party or let of men, is like making an 
hedge round a cuckow, in order to detain her all 
the winter. 

Ciifhi . I have heard of late that fome have ex- 
punged the book of Efther from their ftudies as 
nothing but a dry hiitory, not canonical j though 
the whole contents of it are the fufFerings of the 
church, the lalvation of God’s elett, the fulfilment 
of prophecies, and the experience of God’s favour- 
ites ; all which harmonize exa&ly with all the other 
facred books of feripture. 

However, Prodigalis ftedfaftly taught the doc- 
trines that God had applied to his heart ; he en- 
forced the power that himfelf had felt ; and endea- 
voured, according to his light received, to back it 
with the word of God. Nor were his labours in 
vain ; God owned it to the falvation of many fouls ; 
nor did he ever, after this fharp trial, pry with a 
vain curiofity into the myfteries of Satan. The 
Bible, and the books of good men, were fufficient 
to latisfy him ; and I wifh that every child of God 
were contented with the fame. 

After this fiery trial he did not mount fo uncom- 
monly high in his joys as ufual ; but he walked in 
a more fleady faith and frame of mind : not fo 
eafily call down as formerly, nor lifted up to fuch 
an amazing height in divine raptures. In fhort, 
die devil could neither deftroy his hope, nor pre- 
vail 
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vail with him to doubt of his intereft in the 
Saviour : yet he travelled On with much broken- 
nefs of heart before God, and laboured hard under 
a daily fenfe of his manifold infirmities. 

Ahimaaz . I have often found my mind fenfibly 
injured and wounded only by the rehearfal of an 
error, and the fophiftical garb in which an advocate 
for the devil had fwaddled it up, in order to de- 
grade the truth of God, and deceive the hearts of 
the fimple, which is no wonder ; for it is the juft 
that the devil aims to injure he hath the wicked 
in his own poftefTion. Hence it is that he cannot 
deceive the godly without blending the truth with 
his lies ; and the more truth the more taking, 
as may be feen in the word of God. The temp- 
tation that he brought to Eve had fome of God’s 
word in it ; and fo had that which he brought to 
the Saviour : though both were perverted fo as to 
Jead to prefumption : for in all Satan’s turnings and 
windings he always purfues one end, which is, the 
promotion of his own kingdom, to the difhonour 
of God in the definition of fouls. 

O how many are there in this day, and fome 
that I perfonally know, who have been feduced 
from a tolerable profeflion of the gofpel, and from 
an apparent reformation, only by reading the curfed 
fyftems of error, which to this day are fo harnefted 
with it, that, as the prophet fays. Truth is fallen , 
and equity cannot enter y I&. lix. >5 the delufion is 
fo ftrong. 
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Such profelytes will add to the torments of thole 
who have left their curfed traps behind them ; and 
as they have appeared as blind leaders in this 
world, they will appear fupreme in mifery in the 
next. Such men die not in their own fin only , 
Numb, xxv ii. 3 s but they have entailed the fins 
and deflru&ion of dioufands on the fcore of their 
own fouls ; having Jhut up the kingdom of heaven 
againft men-, not entering themf elves, nor fuffering 
others to enter . 

I have feen erroneous men in fuch a light as 
can never be defcribed : but the great day will 
reveal it: the whole myftery of iniquity fhall be 
difcovered by the brightnefs of the Lord's rifing, and 
be confumed with the breath of his lips . 

Cujhi. However, this is a comfort, that 
though it be faid, if it were poffible they jhould deceive 
the very elett yet that little if is worth a thoufand 
worlds ; for it renders it an impoffibility for a 
chofen vefiel to be finally deceived ; and furely 
Prodigalis is a living witnefs of this truths and 
this trial of his cured his ears of their itching, 
and convinced him of the need of Itudying and 
flicking clofe to the book of God. He found 
that error, as well as the lead tranfgrefiion, made 
fad breaches in his comfortable union and com- 
munion with his ever blelfed Saviour ; which is 
the life and foul of all real religion. And indeed 
he found it no eafy work to obtain it again j 
which when obtained made him prize it the 

more. 
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more, and made him the more fearful to of- 
fend. . -•/ 

Ahimaaz. For my part I have not a doubt but 
thefe things were made ufeful to him in his future 
miniftry : for, as he had fenfibly felt the bondage 
and confufion of error, it muft ferve as a fpur to 
his future zeal in oppofing error with the force of 
truth, becaufe his own foul had felt the wretched 
effects of it. 

Cujhu Indeed all things work together for good to 
them that love God> and are the called according to his 
purpofe . But Chrift tells us to take heed how we 
hear ; and Prodigalis has feen that text in its true 
meaning, and obediently took the caution ; and is 
effectually convinced, that nothing lefs than an 
heart-felt experience of the truth, the teachings of 
the Holy Ghoft, and the Lord’s fupporting hand, 
could ever keep a man found in the faith, when 
ftrongly oppoled either by the devil or his agents. 

Ahimaaz . And was the latter part of his life 
fmooth and even ? Did he continue ftedfaft in his 
teftimony, and induftrious in the miniftry of the 
word ? 

Cujhi. Fie continues ftedfaft for aught I know, 
to this day 5 but as for an even path, I believe 
that feldcm lafts long with fuch an one as he. 
When a man has been defperately wicked from his 
youth, and accuftomed to many evil practices 
if fuch an one be called by grace, he has his old 
befetting fins to ftruggle with ; they will purfue 
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him ; and although the goodnefs of God is fo great 
as to Jkeep him by his mighty power , through faith unto 
Jalvation\ yet his old habitual cuftoms the devil 
often brings ftrongly to his mind : and if thefe 
are indulged, even but in thought, divine comforts 
- are oft abated. Againft thefe he long prayed, and 
at times thought he greatly prevailed : but to his 
forrow he ftill feels, that when he would do good , evil 
is prefent with him . He often envied thofe who 
had been kept from the vices and follies of child- 
hood and youth ; judging that they had not fuch 
habitual cuftoms of evil to grapple with, as thofe 
that have run with the reins on their own necks 
into an open courfe of wickednefs. He always 
faid, that the beft antidote againft the troublefome 
thoughts of vanity was — labouring in the miniftry, 
private ftudy, private meditation, private prayer, 
private communion with God, and fpiritual con- 
verfation with found and lively Chriftians. In thefe 
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things he delighted as in his moft pieafing element. 
But he was very cautious not to (land in the way 
of finners; nor yet, in any difpute with the wicked 
or erroneous, give up one fingle article of the 
teftimony that God had applied to his heart j 
finding it fo confident with the unerring word of 
God, which muft ever be our rule. Prodigalis 
knew that the prudent were crowned with knowledge ; 
and that crown we muft not give up. Hold faft 
that which thou haft , that no man take thy crown , fays 
the Saviour. 
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Ahimaaz . Thofe fouls that are kept in their 
youth from an open courfe of wickednels, have 
not thofe cutting and bitter refiedions, when 
brought under convidions, that the vile and vicious 
have s yet I have often obferved, that their former 
legality has ftuck as clofe to their fouls to keep 
them in bondage, as the bad practices of others do 
to bring them into fin. I myfelf was kept very 
upright and moral through all the days of my 
natural ftate, to outward appearance; but, alas ! 
Cod fees not as man fees > man looks at the outward 
appearance , but God looketb cn the hearty \ Sam. 
xvi. 7 ; and fo I found it, for my felf-fufficiency, 
felf-righteoufnefs, and legal pride: — thefe heart 
fins were as deteftable in the eyes of the Lord as 
the open profanity even of Prodigalis himfelf. 
And although his arraignment and trial was dread- 
ful to pafs through, yet his wonderful deliverance 
afforded as ftrong a confolation as the other did a 
grievous affiidion. 

Befides, my brother, you know that none but 
the eled are called : Whom he did predeftinaie, thefe 
he alfo called . And the eled are all known of God : 
Whom he did foreknow y them he did predejlinate. This 
being the cafe, the bounds of their habitation 3 the 
place and time of their converfion, yea, the manner 
how, and even the mouth made choice of Ads xv. 7, 
in order to convey the word of life to. their coni 
verfion, is all fore-appointed, and. immutably fixed 
in the eternal decree. Therefore, whether their 
life, in their unconverted ftate, be openly wicked. 
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or legally upright, it is according to divine per- 
million. 

The apoftle Paul was a chofen veffel, although 
he went fuch a lingular length in periecuting the 
faints even unto death. God permitted him to 
o-o thus far, that in the converfion of fuch a man 

b 

it might be proclaimed to the world, what free 
and irrefiilible grace could do : Howbeit , for this 
cauje I obtained mercy , that in me firft Je/us Chrift 
might Jhew forth all long-fuffering, for a pattern to 
them which- Jhould hereafter believe on him to life ever- 
lafting. i Tim. i. 1 6. 

Cujhi. All thofe things are true; yet for my 
part I w r ould rather have been kept from open 
vice in my natural date, than have been permitted 
to fall into it. Our Lord takes notice of this 
in Peter, who according to his own account had 
walked in lafcivioufnefs , lufts, excefs of wine , revellings, 
lanquetings , and abominable idolatries . i Pet. iv. 3. 
I fay the Lord takes notice of this ; and well he 
might : Verily , verily , I fay unto thee [Peter], when 
thou waft young thou girdeft thyfelf andwalkedft whither 
thou wouldeft ; but, when thou fh alt be old > thou Jh alt 
fir etch forth thy hands , and another Jhall gird thee , and 
carry thee whither thou wouldeft not . Johnxxi. 18. 
Such poor miferable Tinners as Peter, Prcdigalis, 
and myfelf, have a deal to fuffer ; and though God 
doth abundantly pardon. , Ifa. lv. 7, yet fuch cannot 
forgive themfelves; the thoughts of their wretched 
wicked life, and of the abute of God's long-fuffer- 
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ing mercy, is caufe of much mourning in fecret. 
But eternal election to life fweetens all. For fuch 
can often look back and fee that the aflli&ing hand 
of God hath often been upon them, and his pre-~ 
venting or delivering hand hath often been with 
them, even from the cradle. I led Ephraim (faid 
God), but he knew it not . — I girded thee [Cyrus], 
though thou haft not known me, Ifa. xlv. 5. In fhort, 
all the eledt may fay with the Pfaimift, Thou haft 
been with me from 7 ny mother s womb : or "with Jacob, 
God hath fed me all my life long unto this day . 

Ahimaaz. I am fure I can fay the fame. For, 
notwithftanding my outward fhew of religion, I felt 
perpetually the accufations of a guilty confcience ; 
and I knew that I indulged mylelf in many fecret 
fins, which both God and confcience were privy 
to. Thus I can fee that God gave me many a 
check, even in my blind ftate. In fhort, both the 
pharifee and the publican are dead in foul until 
quickened by grace: the painted fepulchre, and 
the fow in the mire, are both of a piece, and both 
on a level, under the law, and both in unbelief, and 
confequently both in a ftate of condemnation. 
And this God often made me feel by many fecret 
lafhes of confcience. For I knew that I was not 
that man in heart that I appeared to be in life 3 and 
as a confounded and abafhed hypocrite I have often 
flood at the bar of my own confcience 3 for I knew 
that all my works and fhew of religion was only to 
be feen of men: And how can fuch believe , who 
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receive honour one of another , and feek not the honour 
that cometh from God only ? John v. 44. The bed 
of men in a ftate of nature, when once God begins 
to work on their fouls, are like the antediluvians, 
between two floods — the inundations of guilt — and 
the floodgates of wrath. — But do tell me hovr 
Prodigalis went on after his laft trial. 

Cujht . For fome time his communion with his. 
Lord was clofe and fweet; and while this was 
enjoyed, his difcourfes - were very heavenly and 
rapturous; infomuch that poor diftreflfed and 
doubting fouls could get nothing under him ; he 
was too high for them, and too much filled with 
the joys of heaven to come down to their difagree- 
able feelings ; for you know it is out of the abun- 
dance of the heart that the mouth fpeaketh : there- 
fore the poor weaklings of the flock could only 
bear witnefs to the light of his countenance, and 
envy him his happinefs. He preached up holi- 
nefs likewife to a very high pitch ; infomuch that 
you would have thought at times that he had been 
perfect. 

Ahimaaz. If that was the cafe, poor broken- 
hearted finners, and ' thofe buffeted by the devil, 
could get but little fympathy from him. For 
tempted fouls, that are labouring under the plague 
of their own heart, think themfelves as far from 
holinefs as Satan himfelf > when at the fame time 
it is the quickening and illuminating power of the 
Holy Ghoft that makes them feek and fee the evil 

of 



of their hearts. I have heard men preach as if 
divine hoiinefs were to be produced and put in 
practice by flefh and blood. They call for heart 
hoiinefs, family hoiinefs, life hoiinefs, infomuc’n that 
I have gone groaning home, and crying out, I have 
no hoiinefs at all. 

Cujhi . Yes ; and there are many double-refined 
pharifees in the world, that are deftitute of the 
Spirit of God, who yet appear in all that outward 
garb of hoiinefs that fuch call for. I have heard 
people preach up hoiinefs in that way : but unlefs 
a man tells me where hoiinefs is to be got, and 
how hoiinefs has operated on his own heart, I ge- 
nerally conclude that he knows but little of the 
matter* 

The Bible informs me, that Jehovah is the holy 
One . There is none holy as the Lord ; for there is 
none hefides thee . i Sam. ii. 2. God is the only 
fountain of hoiinefs, and the eledl have their hoiinefs 
from him. IV e have had fathers of our fief?, which 
corrected us , and we gave thqm reverence ; Jhall we 
not rather be in fubjebfion to the Father of fpirits , and 
live ? For they verily for a few days chaftened us 
after their own pleafure , but he for our profit, that 
we might be partakers of his hoiinefs. Heb. xii. 
9, 10. 

The fan&ification of a believer is, firft, in Chrift 
his Head ; He is made of God unto us fanblifi cation, 
and redemption. 1 Cor. i. 30. In Chrift the believer’s 
fan&ification is complete : Ye are complete in him. 
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Col. ii. 10. Chrift fays, 'Thou art all fair , my love , 

0 * 

there is no fpot in thee . Song iv. 7. 

Secondly, The believer’s fan&ification is alfo by 
the Spirit of God : Eleft according to the fore-know- 
ledge of God the Father , through Janftification of the 
Spirit , unto obedience and fprinkling of the blood of 
Jefus Chrift . 1 Pet. i. 2. 

Thus you fee the believer is complete in Chrift 
his Head, and fan£tified in part by the Holy Ghoft, 
though he be not thereby made perfect in this life : 
for if we fay we have no fin we deceive ourfelves , and 
the truth is not in us. This is all the holinefs that 
the Bible fpeaks of ; and this is the holinefs that 
every real believer partakes of : and it is called, by 
way of eminence and diftin£tion, true holinefs, in 
oppofition to that which is falfe and feigned, and 
only makes a noife, and an outward fhow in the 
world. Wherever this holinefs is found, it is the 
workmanfhip of God, and the glory of Chrift’s 
image. That ye put on the new man , which after 
God is created in righteoufnefs and true holinefs , Eph. 
iv. 24; after the image of him that created him. 
Col. iii. 10. 

The foul that is united to Chrift by the bond of 
love, and fan&ified by the Holy Ghoft, is a holy 
man of God, 2 Pet. i. 21 ; and walks in the path of 
holinefs , I fa. xxxv. 8 3 his converfation will be holy, 
1 Pet. i. 15 ; and he has his fruit unto holinefs , and 
his end everlafting life. Rom. vi. 22. All clofet ho- 
linefs, family holinefs, or life holinefs, that fprings 
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not from this root, or flows not from this fountain, 
is only the varnifh of a hypocrite, and may be found 
or feen on thofe whofe hearts are filled with covet- 
oufnefs, and where legal pride is enthroned, and 
Satanic rebellion encouraged. 

Ahlmaaz . He that cleaveth the clofeft to the 
Saviour will ever be the molt holy in heart, and 
the moft fruitful in life : He that abideth in me, and I 
in him , the fame bringeth forth much fruit ; for without 
me ye can do nothing . And that man will ever be 
the moft happy whofe heart is the moft ftedfaft with 
the Lord : Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whofe 
mind is flayed on thee. I fa . xxvi. 3. But do inform 
me how Prodigalis went on, and how long he 
continued on the mount. 

Cujhi. Why, after he had been fome time in 
this exalted frame, and had delivered many dif- 
courfes as it were from the very threlhold of heaven, 
the Lord was pleafed to bring him under a ftrange 
difcipline. In his private ftudy he was very happy, 
and the fcriptures were open to him, infomuch that 
he generally went from his ftudy furnifhed with a 
text, and the various heads of do&rine contained in 
it lay plain in his view, and often afforded him much 
comfort ; but when he began to fpeak, he found 
neither liberty in fpirit nor in fpeech ; a gloomy con- 
fufion came gradually over his mind ; his thoughts 
fled from him, he loft fight of his fubjeft, and his 
treacherous memory refufed to give back what had 
been committed to it. This difagreeable ftraitnefs 

s 3 of 



1 










( 162 ) 

of foul rendered the miniflxy a burden to him ; for 
he never had experienced much before this of being 
bound in the Jpirit ; which was the more puzzling 
to him. 

Having been exercifed a few times this way, he 
began to complain to his flock of the various 
changes that palled on his mind, and of the difficult 
experiences that he had been exercifed with, Thefe 
things reached the hearts of the tried ones, and they 
gathered food ufider it ; which was quite a myftery 
to Prodigal is ; that a man in mifery ffiould be a 
miniiter of comfort, They appeared to him in no 
better light than the Philiftines, who fhouted againfl: 
Samfon when he was bound, but dared not fo 
much as look him in the face when he was free. The 
weak and feeble believers, being fo joyful, provoked 
him to fpirirual jealoufy. His adverfaries hearing 
his complaints, and perceiving him at times to 
faulter in his fpeech, triumphed over him: while 
the Antinomian hypocrites, who hated his experi- 
ence, who talk of faith and religion, while ftrangers 
to the power of both, were in daily expectation that 
his mouth would be Hopped, and his miniftry and 
*profefficn fink into obfeurity, and plague them no 
more. 

Befides, he foon found that the bands that he 
felt in the pulpit followed him into his ftudy like- 
wife, until he went mourning all the day long. He 
had not arrived to that profound depth of experi- 
ence that Paul had when he faid. And whether we 
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be ajJUfted, it is for your confolation and falvation , 
which is effectual in the enduring of the fame fufferings 
which we alfofuffer\ or whether we be comforted , it 
is for your conjolation and falvation. 1 Cor. i. 6. ' 

Ahimaaz . Though I often appeared fo forward 
formerly to run with tidings, yet fince I have been 
called by grace, I have trembled for fear it Ihould 
ever fall to my lot. I fee it the mod important 
work under the fun. A minifter, as a public perfon, 
has many that will cleave to him, which are look- 
ing to him, and depending on him, under God, 
for inftruCtion 3 and thefe perfons he mult be ac- 
countable for, as a ruler of the houfeholds which 
if he lead wrong, their blood is on his head : for 
they depend on him, by taking him to be what he 
pretends to be, namely, God’s faint, God’s fervant, 
God’s ambaffador, and God’s mouth. This is what 
every real minifter is, and this is what every falfe 
preacher pretends to be, as well as a true one. If 
he be a falfe prophet, he will fpit his venom at thole 
that are true, and, to the utmoft of his power, en- 
deavour to vindicate himfelf in thefe characters, 
which his arrogance has aflumed 3 and blind, and 
bind all to him that h£ can. If he be a real be- 
liever in Jefus Chrilt, and one that is fent of God, 
he is right in vindicating himfelf in the above cha- 
racters, and in declaring God’s plain truth, as he 
hath felt it in his own heart 5 and as he lives it in 
his own life, he is a true faint, fervant, and am- 
baflador of Chrilt, and a faithful leader : he delivers 
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his own foul, by declaring the whole counfel of 
God ; and dears himfeif of the blood of thole that 
perifti in their fins j and is a minifter of the Spirit 
to thofe who are truly fpiritual. 

While, on the other hand, he that is a deceiver 
comes in God’s name, who never fent him : he 
fays he is fent of God, or inwardly moved by the 
Holy Ghoft, when he never was* perfonates God, 
whom he is a Granger to j appears in an office that 
God never conferred on him, and oppofes thofe 
whom Chrifl hath fent. Hence poor deluded fouls, 
by believing his lies, loojc to him for inftru&ion, as 
God’s fervant, when fre is not *• and if he prevails 
with them to adhere to, and live and die in his 
delufions, both the leader and the led end in 
deftru&ion together $ or, as Chrifl faith, The blind 
lead the blind , until both fall into the ditch . 

Cufin . What you have faid is true: but Prodi-r 
galis was. no deceiver; He went forth and wrought , 
and the Lord worked with him , and confirmed his 
word with many figns r But to be brief about his 
next trial. This bondage in his pulpit foon fol- 
io wed him home to his ftudy, as was before ob- 
ferved, and at a throne of grace alfo, until his life, 
as well as his minifterial work, became both labour 
and forrow. 

Under this moil djftreffing and moft miferable 
crofs, Prodigalis found dreadful murmuring and 
complaining : his old befetting fins began to call 
for fame acknowledgement of pall favours, and 

offered 



( 265 ) 

offered their pleafures in this his comfortlefs fili- 
ation, if by any means they might gain a little loft 
favour, be a prefent prop, or lend a little prefent 
affiftance toward lengthening of his tranquillity. 

This bait was not altogether unfeafonable. Dark- 
nefs and bondage in prayer ; the fame in ftudy the 
fame in company ; the fame in the pulpit, — made 
him catch at comfort from any quarter. Carnal 
comforts are never reprefented to an heaven-born 
foul in l’o delufive a garb, as when divine confo- 
lations are fled. When the good man is not at home^ 
but is on a long journey, and - hath taken the bag of 
money with him then it is that the world comes with 
her much fair Jpeech } and flattering lips, in order to 
caufe us to yield, Prov. vii. 19, 20, 21. 

Now was the time for Satan to work ; and as he 
found that all divine comforts were gone, by the 
groaning petitions of Prodigalis j and that many of 
his former befetting fins began to gain upon his 
affe&ions, and to meet with a little indulgence, 
though it was but in thought ; yet the devil drew 
him, before ever he was aware, to the court of con- 
fcience, and made his appeal to the heart, the 
thoughts, and even to the very confcience of 
Prodigalis. 

Firft, the Plaintiff (hewed. That his heart was 
got cold to the work, worfhip, people, and ways of 
God ; which the Defendant could not deny : for as 
he had rpet with nothing but frowns of late, in the 
ways of God, and as all divine comforts had left 

him, 



( 2 66 ) 

him, he could not deny but that earthly comforts 
had been indulged and embraced by him, as a rival 
to the God of all comfort. 

Secondly, The Plaintiff (hewed, that the life of 
a real chriftian was fuch, as never to offend either 
God, confcience, or men ; that the real faint was 
one that exercifed him/elf day and night , always to 
have a conjcience void of offence both toward God and 
towards men. Ads xxiv. 1 6. - 

Thirdly, That Prodigalis had left his firft love 9 
Rev. ii. 4 ; that as iniquity had abounded , his love 
had waxed cold ; and therefore he had apoftatifed in 
heart from his God. Nor could he be deemed one 
bf the number of them that perfevere ; for he that 
endureth to the end [in his firft love] Jhall be faved. 

The plaintiff farther lhe^ed, That the thoughts 
Of Prodigalis were often very carnal ; and that in- 
ftead of having every thought brought into captivity 
to the obedience of Cbrift, at certain feafons he had 
hot a thought for Chrift. 

‘ Fourthly, That Prodigalis not only allowed thefe 
wanderings of heart, but at times really encouraged 
them, and feemed to be entertained by them, efpe- 
dally when the prefence of his Lord was gone; and 
therefore he could not fay, I hate vain thought s, but 

thy law do Ilove . 1 

Fifthly, The Plaintiff (hewed. That he not only 
indulged thefe vain thoughts that lodged within him ; 
but that in the hours of fenfible defertion he had 
-endeavoured to fuck comfort from them. 
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Sixthly, That in fome of his peevifh fits he had 
even envied the happincfs of the wicked, who are 
not in trouble as other men , nor plagued like other 
folks , 

Seventhly, That he had gone fo far in this his 
peeviihnefs as to call the proud happy , whom God 
refifteth: and ia his deep poverty he had called the 
covetous bleffed > whom the l ord abhorreth . 
j Eighthly, T he Plaintiff further fhewed. That 
JVodigalis had not only given in to them in heart 
and word,' but that he had , been brought into cap* 
tivity to the law of fin that is in his members . 

Ninthly, 1 he Plaintiff appealed to the heart, 
thoughts, and confcience of Prodigalis for confir- 
mation; and afked if he could fay, That- his re - 
joicing was in the tejlimony of a good confcience , as 
Paul did ? Could he fay. Happy is the man that 
condemneth not himfelf in the thing which he alioweth? 
Rom. xiv. 22. Nay, faid the Plaintiff, you are lb 
far from this, that thy own thoughts condemn thee; 
Therefore thou canft not lay thine hand upon thy 
heart and fay, in an holy triumph, hi the multitude 
cf my thoughts within me thy comforts delight my JouL 
JPfalm- xciv. 19. The Plaintiff added. He that is 
born of God finneth not, , >, > 

Ahimaaz. Why, the devil flicks to his old text* 

Cufhi . Yes ; and he will ftick to it, until the 
poor believer either find out the reai meaning of 
it, or eife fall into error, or defpondency under the 
devil’s temptations about it, Satan threw down 
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Adam with a text of fcripture, and took the fame 
method when he tempted the Son of God. 

Ahimaaz . I think this is one of the mod puz- 
zling trials that ever Prodigalis had. It is a dreadful 
thing to a foul that is quickened, humbled, and 
bleffed with a tender feeling of the evil of fin, and 
with a filial fear of God, and an heart bent to 
honour him, for fuch an one to be fo left of God, 
as for his old wretched cudoms to be purfuing his 
mind, and entangling his thoughts, after he has fo 
forely differed under the fight and fenfe of them. 
But, as poor Job fays, Such pojfefs the iniquity of 
their youth , even in that fenfe, though not the guilt 
of them. 

For my part, I have often wifhed that God had 
took me to himfelf in my firfl love ; or elfe had 
granted me a refidence where I might never fee 
man, woman, or child ; yea, neither fun, moon, nor 
ftars. For the world is full of nothing but evil ; 
look which way you will, fin prefents itfelf : and if 
that deals on the heart, then my comforts die $ I 
wifh either for heaven, or for the lonely cot of a 
hermit. 

Cujhii If you had died in your fird love, how 
Could you have Jerved your generation ? and if you 
were fhut up like a hermit, how could you let your 
light Jhine before men, that they may fee your good 
works ? 

Your fird requed favours of a didrud of God’s 
power to keep you •, and the lad favours of cow- 
ardice, 
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ardice, and of a narrow fpirit : juft as if the devil 
was to be left foie ranger of the world, becaufe 
he has fpread the earth with traps. No ; it well 
becomes the faints, as good foldiers of Jefus Chrift, 
to feek the welfare of the children of Ifrael, and the 
kingdom of their ever blefled Lord ; to oppofe the 
devil’s reign, and expofe the devil’s works alfo; 
and fo to weaken his intereft as much as pofiible. 
And though we find it a perilous work, and are in 
imminent danger at it, yet the battle is the Lord’s ; 
the Caufe of truth is the Lord’s caufe •, and his truth 
is our armour ; and the promife of vi&ory is fure 
to all the feed. The Lord tells us to quit ourf elves 
like men , inftead of creeping into holes : and we may 
depend upon it, that his Jlrength will be made perf eft 
In our weaknefs , becaufe he hath promifed it. And 
when he comes to fay, in the great day, Well done, 
good and faithful fervant , enter thou into the joy of 
thy Lord , that will pay for all. 

Ahimaaz . Pray how long did Prodigalis labour 
under this trial ? 

Cujhi . For many months; yet no man could 
hate fin more ; no man mourned over it, ftruggled 
with it, or prayed againft it, more than he did; but 
notwithftanding all his efforts, he found himfelf to 
be a man burdened with the body of fin and death , 
which, God knows, he forely groaned under. Be- 
fides his fituation was none of the raoft pleafing ; 
he had a large flock to feed, whether his own foul 
was flourifhing or barren; he had many enemies in 
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the world, as well as friends; his enemies watched for 
his halting , and his friends looked at him as a copy * 
the firft looked for deftrudtion, and the latter for 
perfection, and both were deceived ; for though he 
had as bafe an heart as the worft of them, and more 
temptations to grapple with than all of them, yet 
Gcd did not permit him to be utterly caft down, to 
gratify his enemies, though there was enough ex- 
pofed to convince his friends that he was* not 
perfect, but that the treafure was in an earthen 
veflel. 

The poor creature travelled in this way till his 
very foul was bowed down within him, and Satan 
tempted him even to chuje Jlrangling rather than 
life, Job vii. 15; or to drown himfelf, rather than 
fuffer thus; yea, he wanted him to imitate Jonah, 
leave the work , and flee from it ; he was fo befet 
with temptations, and with confcience, that his very 
heart and foul failed him. However, at laft he 
went to his Lord with as heavy an heart as mortal 
could bear. He firft fat down in his chair and rea- 
foned with his Lord, until his forrow began to give 
way; he then kneeled on his knees — he confefled 
— he wept — he pleaded — he fupplicated, until he 
obtained thefe lweet words as an anfwer to his 
prayer — If our heart condemn us, Gcd is greater than 
our heart , and knoweth all things , 1 John iii. 20 ; 
he immediately felt ftrength communicated to his 
foul ; his accufing confcience was filenced ; he got 
up from his knees, and put the devil to flight with 
1 - ' this 
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this text — My flejh and my heart faileth, hut God 
is the Jirength of my heart and my portion for ever, 
Pfal. lxxiii. 26. * 

s 

Now was the dear Redeemer more precious ta 
Prodigalis than ever ; his foul was fweetly becalmed, 
and blefled with a doubled portion of life and 
peace ; every evil thought of his heart vanilhed — 
every befetting fin was detefted and abhorred, and 
heaven itfelf feemed, if pofiible, to be in full view ; 
and the poor man vainly thought, and indeed often 
faid, that he was ripening for glory ; — that his work 
was pretty well done — that he fhould not be long 
in this world, and that he was too happy to live. 
But the Lord counterbalanced his anxiety for hea- 
ven, by laying the concerns of his flock//* the midfi 
of wolvesy his wife, family, and friends, on his 
mind, which brought him into a ftrait between two, 
having a defire to depart and be with Chrifl , which 
is better than being here ; neverthelefs to abide in 
the fleflj is more needful for you, Phil. i. 23, 24, fays 
Paul, and fo Prodigalis thought, and therefore he 
prayed for fubmiflion to the will of God, that 
whether he lived he might live to the Lord, or whe- 
ther he died he might die to the Lord j that whether 
he lived therefore or whether he died, he might be the 
Lord's, 

Ahimaaz . That is a mod fafe and a mod blefled 
frame of mind — to be refigned to the will of God. 
There is no galling crofs when our wills lay ftraight 
with the will of God.; it is our perverfe will con- 
tradicting. 
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tradi&ing, or laying counter to God’s will, that 
makes the crofs, and the lofs is all our own ; for 
when we have made it we are compelled to take it 
up. In this we aft like Haman, who ere&ed his 
own gallows at his own expence. The Savioul* 
has coupled felf-denial and the daily crofs together ; 
if felf be denied, the crofs will lay eafy j if felf be 
confulted, then the crofs galls us. But blelfed for 
ever be the dear Redeemer, who knows whereof 
we are made — who knows the weaknefs of human 
nature, and confefied it ; though his body and foul 
were perfe&ly free and pure from that fin and cor- 
ruption that we feel, yet he complained that the 
Jpirit was truly willing , but the flejh was weak . 

The faithfulnefs of the Saviour appears wonderful 
in the repeated deliverances of Prodigalis. Well 
might Ellphaz tell Job that God would deliver him 
infix trouble s y yea in /even no evil Jkould touch him . 
Jobv. 19. Prodigalis is a living witnefs of the 
delivering hand of God, and muft be well ac- 
quainted with the blefifed Saviour, efpecially in his 
glorious office as an Advocate. 

Cujhi . Yes, the office of Chrift as an Advocate 
is precious to Prodigalis, and to other poor tempted 
fouls, who lay under the accufaticns of Satan ; in- 
deed every poor finner has three to accufe him * 
fometimes his fins cry with an accufing voice, as 
the fins of Sodom are faid to do, Gen. xviii. 20, 21. 
Confcience alfo will often accufe him, live how he 
may $ and Satan will accufe him right or wrong 5 
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but, blefled be God, we have an Advocate with the 
Father , Jefus Chrift the righteous , and he is the pro- 
pitiation for our fins j and I believe it is not an eafy 
matter for Satan to get the ear of God the Father 
againft us, becaufe he has reconciled us to himfelf 
by Jefus Chrift 5 this Prodigalis found by blefied ex- 
perience, therefore he continually looks to and calls 
on his Advocate, every time he feels an accufation ; 
he fees the need of Jefus Chrift in every office - 
charadter that he fuftains, and is very wife in eying 
the Saviour in them according to the various trials 
that he pafies through. 

Ahimaaz. And pray how did Prodigalis manage 
that text that Satan fo often buffeted him with ; 
namely — He that is horn of God' finneth not 5 that is 
a very myfterious text ; did he ever make it out ? 
John fays, that if we fay we have no fin we deceive 
onrfelves , and the truth is not in us ; and James fays. 
In many things we offend all ; and Solomon declares 
there is not a juft man upon earth that doeth good and 
Jinneth not ; and yet John fays, He that is horn of God 
finneth not . Some fay, it means that a juft man doth 
not ferve fin, and that he doth not fin with the full 
conlent of his will, as an unregenerate man doth. 

Cujhi. That is a poor comment. Jonah finned 
with the full confent of his will when he chofe a 
voyage to Joppa, rather than a walk to Nineveh. 
Paul fays, fVith the mind I myfelf ferve the law of 
God , hut with the flefh the law of fin, Rom. vii. 25. 
The dreadful evil that Adam contracted by his fall, 
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and which is propagated to us by natural generation, 
is called the old man , even in regenerate perfons. 
'That which is hern of the fiefio is flejh , and will never 
be mended 3 it will retain its own devilifh nature— 
devilifh motions — and defperate ftrugglings fo*r 
maftery, even in the belt of men, as may be feen 
in Paul’s complaint in the feventh to the Romans. 
This is called the old man\ and, like a defperate 
criminal under fentence, it will oppofe that grace 
that reigns over it 3 infomuch, that when the be- 
liever would do goody evil is prefent with him 3 and 
how to perform that which is good he finds not 3 it is 
as binding as a law , and as furious as an hero 3 — • 
I fee another law in my members warring againfi the 
law of my mind. Rom. vii. 23. 

This being the cafe, John fays, Jfzvefay we have 
no fin we deceive our/elves> and the truth is not in us 3 
while, on the other hand, all the fruits of the fpirit, 
which is the whole of grace wrought in the foul by 
the fpirit, is faid to be born of God. Life makes 
us ilTues from death, Pfal. lxviii. 20 ; light makes 
us children of light 5 faith is faid to be born of 
God, and to overcome the world 3 to a lively hope 
we are faid to be begotten 3 and all thefe things 
being promifed in the w r ord, the word is called the 
incorruptible feed, that lives and abides forever; 
the Holy Spirit applying the word and all promifed 
grace, from Chrift’s fulnefs, promifed to us in the 
word. This new man fins not : and love, which is 
the principal thing in this new man, is called charity, 
7 which 
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which thinketh no evil, nor can it do any. John 
was not without fin, nor without committing it, (for 
no man is exempt) as he owns ; If we confefs our 
Jins , he is faithful and juft to forgive us our Jins , and 
to cleanfe us from all unright eoujnefs. Now, a be- 
liever being denominated a new creature, becaufe 
of the new man that is in him, he is faid alfo not 
to fin, becaufe the leading faculties of his foul are 
againft it : I would do good, and with my mind l 
ferve the law of God. Now, as my will is bent 
upon good, and thus to will is always prefent with 
me ; and my mind is likewife engaged in this fer- 
vice, for with the mind I ferve the law of God : 
but when I would do good evil is prefent; and how 
to perform what I will, I find not; for this law in 
my members wars againft the law of my mind, and 
brings me into captivity; fo that, againft my renewed 
will, againft ny purified mind, yea, and againft 
divine love that dwells in me, I fin. What I hate, 
that do I ; what I would not, that I do ; and what I 
would, that do I not : therefore it is no more I, 
but fin that dwelleth in me. That which is bom 
of the fpirit is fpirit, and will never be otherwife; 
and that which is born of the flefh is flefh, and 
will be always the fame ; grace will be grace, and 
fin will be fin. With the mind we fhall ever ferve 
the law of God, and with the flefh the law of fin. 

Ahimaaz . I believe that to be the real meaning 
of the text, becaufe it harmonizes with other parts 
of God’s word ; and for my part I am fatisfied with 
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your thoughts on it ; and I take it for granted, that 
it was made out in that way to poor Prodigalis. 

• Cujhi. : It was ; and therefore the devil never 
offered to give him another ledture on that fubjefr, 
when he found that he underflood its meaning. 
Satan works chiefly in the dark with God s people; 
when they are in dark frames, then he comes 
boldly 5 but when the rays of God fliine upon them, 
he Hands at a diftance, he hates the light with 
• perfedt hatred. 

Abimaaz . O what a great falvation are we faved 
with ! What potent and fubtil enemies have poor 
believers got to grapple with ! And what need is 
there of being fervent in fpirit, and diligent in the 
means of grace, which God hath appointed for our 
growth and encouragement. Pray how does Pro- 
digalis go on now ? 

Cujhi . He goes on as mod of the Lord’s 
people do, I believe. Sometimes he is up, and 
fometimes down j fometimes in the light, and 
fometimes in the dark. He often complains of 
his wicked heart, and of the weaknefs of his 
faith; his fhort-lived joys, and long-lived cor- 
ruptions ; but againji hope he Jl ill believes in hope\ 
and fays, that he (hall neither believe nor hope 
in vain. Satan cannot difpute him out of his 
fonfhip, nor buffet him with the word of God, 
as he formerly has done, on account of the cor- 
ruptions of his own heart. For he fays there is 
not a corruption that he groans under, but wnat 
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he can find fome faints in the word of God that 
have groaned under the fame ; and while he is in 
the footfteps of the flock he thinks he is fafe. All 
that he is afraid of is, that God fhould leave him 
to himfelf ; he is truly fenfible of his own weaknefs, 
and at times finds it no eafy matter to believe that 
God will keep him upright even to the end, though 
he believes he fhall be eternally faved. He dreads 
the thought of falling; the thoughts of broken 
bones, and of going halting to the grave, is a terror 
to his foul. 

Ahimaaz, The Lord preferve and keep him 
through this perilous wildernefs ; and when you 
fee him, tell him that Ahimaaz, formerly a tidings - 
bearer , a Reubenite, one unftable as water , faluteth 
him, and wiflies grace, mercy, and peace to him. 
And now what fhall I fay to thee, with whom I 
have taken fuch fweet counfel, and with whom I 
have fpent the fweeteft moments that I ever Ipent. 
The Lord reward thee, my brother — /end thee help 
from the fanttuary> and Jlrengthen thee out of Zion — 
accept thine offerings — grant thee according to thine 
own heart — and fulfil all thy counfels ; and God 
forbid that I Jhould ever ceafe praying for thee , whom 
God has made fo great a blefiing to me. 

Cufhi. The Lord be with thee, my dear brother, 
and Jlrengthen thee by his fpirit's might in the inner 
man , that thou may eft be ftrong in the grace that is in 
Chrift Jefus ; and thou mu ft not wonder if fome 
temptation ftiould befall thee after this long and 
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happy convention that we have had. Remember 
adverfity and profperity are fet one againft the 
other ; expeft a daily crojs , and a glorious end , a?frd 
thou wilt not be difappointed of either. Fare thee 
well ; the Jhield of Abraham, and the fear of Ifaac, 
be ever with thee. 

Ahimaaz . Amen ; and with thee alfo. 
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